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PREFACE. 


T he fermon which gave rife to the 
publication of thefe, having been 
offered to the world as a fermon of Yo- 
rick’s, I hope the moft ferious reader will 
find nothing to offend him, in my continu- 
ing thefe volumes under the fame title : 
lell it fhould be otherwife, 1 have added a< 
fecond title page, with the real name of 
the author : — the firft will ferve the book- 
feller’s purpofe, as Yorick’s name is polli- 
bly of the two the more known ; — and the 
ic'cond will eafe the minds of thofe who fee 
a jell, and the danger which lurks under 
it, where no jelf was meant. 

I s it'i'uSF. it is needlefs to inform the' 
publick, that the reafon of printing thefe 
fermons, arifes altogether from the favour* 
able reception which the fermon given as 
a fa'|iple of, them in Tiustram Qhandy 
met’ ‘ vv>h -from tlip world. — ■I’hat.,^ fermou • 
A3 \ was' 
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was prititcii by itfclf fome years ago, but 
could find ^neither purchafers nor readers, 
lo that I apprehended* little hazard from 
a promife 1 made upon its republication, 
“•That if the fermon was liked, thei'c 
“ fhould be alfo at the world’s ferrice j”' 
which, to be as good as my word, thty arc 
he»"e ; and 1 pray to God, they may do it 
the fcrvicc I willi. 1 have little to fay in 
their behalf, except this, that not one of 
them was compofed with any thoughts of 

being printed ; they h ive been hallily 

written, and carry the maiLs of it along 

with them. This may be no recomraen- 

. dation ; — I mean it, houwer, as furh : for 
as the fermons ruri> chiefly upon philan- 
thropy, and thofe kindred virtues to it, 
upon which hang all the la\jf and the pro- 
phets, I trnfl they will be no lefs felt, or 
worfc received, for the c’\id(.nce they bear 
of proceeding more from the heart than 
the head. I have nothing to add, but that 
the reader, upon old and beaten fnbjefts, 
mtift not look tor many new thoughts, — 
his well if he has new language : in three 
or four paffages, where he has neitlier the 
one nor the other, I have ffuoted the au- 
thor I made free with. — ^Tihere are forae 
other paffages, where I fufpeft I may have 
taken the fame liberty ^ — but ^ds oijlv fuf- 
‘ V ' picion. 



picion, for I do not remember it is fo, O- 
therwife I fliotild have reftored’ them to 
theii* proper owners'; fo that I put it! in 
here, more as a general faying, than from 
a confeioufnefs of having much to anfwer 
for dpon that fcore. In this, ►however, ' 
;ind every thing elfe which I ofFef, or.ffhall 
offer to tlie world, I reft, with a heart 
much at cafe, upon the proteftion of the 
Humane and candid, from whom^I havetrea: 
ceived many favours, for* which I beg leave 
io return them thanks — thanks. « 
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P S A L M iv. 5 , 6. 

Inhere he many\ that fay^ Who nviil fie%o us any 

*goodP Lordi lift thou up the light of thy 

ronntenafuc upon u's^ 


T he great purfuit of man, is after bappi- 
neis : it is the Grfl and ilrotigeil 
his nature : — in every llagc of llis lifc, 
he fearches for it, as for hid treafurc j — court.4 it 
under a tboufiiul diflertiit ihaivs ; — and, though 
perpetually dlfappoiiitcd — fill) perfids — nmS after, 
and inquires for it afrefli — aiks every paOengcr 
who comes in his way, Who ivill Jl^ew him any 
good ? — who will aiTift him in the attainment of 
it, or dirc<ff him to the diftfovery* of this great 
cud of all his wiflies ? 

He is told by one, to fearch for it amongft the 
more gay and youthful pleafures of life, in feenes 
of mirth and fprightlinefs, where happinefs ever 
prefides, and is ever to be known by the joy and 
•laughter, which he will fee, at once, painted in 
her looks. 

A fccoTui, W'ith ^ graver afpeft, points out to 
the coilly dwellings which pride aftd extrava- 
gance Jiavc ereAed : — ^tells the inquirer, that the 
obje£t he is ih*^fearch t)f, inhabits there j — that 
-VoL. IV, 13 bappineft 

^ . • 
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b^^pinela lives only in company with the great. 
In the mid ft of muen pomp and outward ftate • 
he will eafily find her out by the coat qf ma- 
ny clours fhe has on, and the great luxury, and 
ibtpcnce of equipage and furniture, with which 
ftie always fits furrounded. 

ITic mifer blcffes Gon !-— — ^wonders how any 
one would miflead, and wilfully put him upon fo 
wrong a feent— convinces him that happintfs arid 
^extravagance never inhabited under the fame 

foof ; -that if he would not he difappointed.in 

his fearch, he muft look into the plain and thrif- 
ty dwelling of the prudent man, who knows and 
iinderftands the worth of money, and cautioufly 
lays it up againft an evil hour : that it is not the 
proftitution of wealth upon the paffions, or the 
parting with it at all, that conftitutes happinefs, 
——but that it is the keeping together, and the 
HAVING and HOLDING it fall to him and his 
heirs for ever, v»?hich are the chief attributes that 
form this great idol of human worfiiip, to which 
fo much incenfe is ofi'ered up every day. 

The epicure, though he eafily rectifies fo grofs 
a miftake, yet at the fame time he plunges him, 
if poffible, into a greater; for, hearing the ob- 
of his purfuit to be happinefs, and knowing 
of no other happinefs than what is feated imme- 
diately in the feiifcs — he fends the inquirer there ; 
—tells him ’tis in vain to fearch elfewhere for it, 

than where Nature herfelf has placed it in 

the indulgence and gratification of the appetites, 
which are given us for that end ; and, in a word, 
— if he will not take his opipion in the matter — 
he may tvuft the word of a much wifer man, 
who has affured us — that there Is nothing bcttifr 
in this worlds than that ^ a ma^T^ould eat and 

drink, 
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drint, and rejoice in his works, and make ’ 

enjoy good in bis labour, for that is his portioiU^ii ' 

To refeue him from this feriitai eipcrii!b€lit|r 
Ambition takes him by the hand, and carriesS"^^!;; 
into the world, ~ihcws him 5dl the kingdomiS;fei^X 
the earth, and the glory of them, — ^points bni thi 
many ways of advancing his fortune, arid 
himiclf to honour,- — ^lays before bis eyes ^aS 
tSe charms* and bewitching temptations of power* 
and ' alks if there can be any happinefs in 
wprld like thatH&f being careffed, courted, flat^ 
tered apd followed ? 

To clofe all, the philofopher meets him buft- 
ling in the full career of this pitrfoit-^flops him 
— tells him, if 'he is in fearch of happinefs, he is 
far gone out of his way* 

That this deity has long been baniflied from 
noife and tumults, where there was nd reft found 
for her, and was fled into folitude, for from aH 
commerce of the w* arid 5 and, in a word,; if he 
would find her, he muft leave this bufy and in- 
triguing feene, and go back to that peaceful fccne 
cif retirement and books, from which he at firft 
fet out. 

In this circle too often does man run tries all 
experiments, and generally fits down and 

di Satisfied with them all at latt~in utter defpair 
of ever acconipUftung what he wants — nor know* 
ing what to triift to, after fo many difappoiiit- 
ments, or where to lay the fault; wheth*cr in ihc 
•incapacity of his own nature, or the itifufiicicii- 
cy of the enjoyments themfeives. 

In this uncertain and perplexed ftate-^ — »witU- 
out knowledge wh?ch wuy to turn, dr where to 
betake ourfelvel for refuge — fo often vabuied and 
deceived by manyAvho pretend thus to fhew 

T'kk 
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IIS any good — L ord ! fays the pfalmift, lift up 
the light of thv countenance upon us. Send us 
foiDe rays of thy grace and heavenly wifdoirii in 
this benighted fearch after h^ppinefs, to difeft us 
fafely to it. O God ! let us not wander for ever 
without a guide in this dark region, in endlcfs 
purfuit of our miftaken gopd ; btit enlighten our 
t 7 es, that we fleep not in death — open to them 
the comforts of thy holy word and religion — liTt 
up the light of thy countenance upon us — and 
make us know the joy and fatiidadion of livipg 
in the true faith and fear of Thee, whigh only 
can carry us to this haven of reft where we would^ 
be — that fiire haven, where true joys arc to be 
found, which will at length not only anfwer all 
our expettations — ^butfatisfy the moft unbounded 
of our wiflies for ever and ever. ‘ 

The words thus opened, naturally reduce the 
remaining part of the difeourfe under two heads 
^ — ^The lirft part of the verfe — there be many 
that fay, who will fliew us any good?” — 
make fome reileclions upon the infiifticiency of 
moft of our enjoyments towards the attainment 
of happinefs, Upon fome of ihe moft received 
plans ou which "'tis generally fought. 

The examination of which will lead us up to 
the fou ice, and true fccrct of all happinefs, iug- 

gefted to us in the latter part of the verfe 

Lord! lift thou up the light of thy coinite- 
nance upon us.” — ^'J'hat there can' be no real 
happinefs without religion and virtue, and the 
alFiftanee of God’s grace and Holy Spirit to di^ 
re£t our lives in the true purfuit of it. 

I^et us mquire into the diliippointments of hu- 
v man happinefs, on ibmeof the m6ft received plan<» 
on which it is generally fought ftft and expelled, 
by llie bulk of hi:u\Und. 


Thero 



• SERMON I. tj. 

There is harcfly any fubjcft more exhaufted, , 
or which, a-t one time or other, has aflqrded more 
matter for argument and declamation, than this 
one, *of the infufficiency of our enjoyments. 
Scarce a rcformed fenfualift, from Solomon down 
to our own days, who has not, in fome fits of 
repentance or Wappointmem, uttered fome fharp 
refleftion upon the emptinefs of human pleafure, 
and of the vanity of variities which difeovers 
felf in all the purfuits of mortal man*— *But the 
j^ifehief has that though fo many good 

things have been faid,- they have generally had 
, the fate to be confidered either as the overflow- 
ings of difgiift from fated appetites, which could 
no longer re/iih the pleafures of life, or as the 
declamatory opinions of reclufc and fpleiietick 
men, who had never tailed, them at all, and, con* 
fequcntly, were thought no judges of the matter. 
So that ^tis no great wonder, if the greateft part 
of fuch reflexions, however, juft in thcrafcives, 
and founded on truth, aifd a knowledge of the 
world, arc found to leave little impreffion, where 
the imagination was already heated wdth great ex- 
pectations of future happinefsj and that the bed: 
Ic'Xures that have been read upon the vanity of 
tlic world, fo fcJdom flop a man in the puiiuit of 
the objeX of his defire, or give him half the con- 
viction that the pofleffion of it will, and what 
tbf experience of his own life, or a careful oh- 
fervation upon the life of others, do at length ge- 
nerally confirm to us all- 

i.et us endeavour, then, to try the caufe 
this iiTue*, and, inftead of recurring to the coio- 
nion arguments, or^taking any one’s wvord in dse 
“c.^fe, let us tridl to matter of fa£t ; and if, upon 
inquiry, it appt^ars, thiit the a<ilions of niankiud 
B 3 ' arc 
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arc not to l>e accounted for upon any other prln- 
dplc^ but,iliisof the infufficiency otour enjoy*** 
'twill go further towauls the eftablifhmciit 
of ihti truth of this part of the cUfeourfe, than a 
thoufmcl fpeculativc arguments which might be 
ofibred upon the occafion* 

Now, if we take a fnrvcy of tifc life of man, 
from the time he is come to reafon, to the lateft 
decline of it in old age — ^wc fhall find him enga- 
ged, and generally hurried on in fuch a fiiccelTion 
of dilfcrcnt purfuits, and diiferent opinions pf 
things, through the different ftages of his life — 
as will admit of no explication but this, that hc^ 
finds no reft: for the foie of his foot, on any of the 
plans where he has been led to expedf it. 

The moment he is got loofe froih tutors and 
governors, and is left to judge for himfelf, and 

purfuc this feheme his own way ^liis firft 

tlioughts are generally full of the mighty happi.- 
Vicfu which he is goins to enter upon, from the 
free ejoyinent of the plea fures in which he fees 
<..thers of his age and fortune engaged. 

In confecjucnce of this take notice, how 

his imagiiMtion is caught by every glittering ap- 
pearance that flatters this expeClation obferve 

w'iiat imprdfions are made upon his fenfes, by 

divcrfions, inufick, drefs and l>eaury and how 

his fpirits are upon the wing, flying in purfuit of 
them; tint, you would think, he could never 
i;ave enough. 

Leave hiir^ to himfelf a few years, till the 
edge of appetite is worn down — ami you will 
fcarce know him again. You will find him en- 
ter cd into engigenunts, and letting up for a man 
of bulincfs and conduct, talking oV no other hap- 
pinefs but what centers improjctlVof making the 

moft ■ 



moft of this \!V’orld, an<l providing Jbr bis chilr 
dren, and childrens children after thc<n* Exf* 
mine his notions, he vrill tell you, that the gayer 
pleafufcs of youth, are fit only for thofe who 
know not how to difpofe of themfelves and time 
to better advantage. That, however fair and pro- 
mifing they might appear to a man unpraftifed 
in them — they were no better than a life of folly 
and impertinence ; and fo far from anfwering 
your expectation of happinefs, Was w'ell if you 
cfgaped without pain, — ^That in every experiment 
he had tried, he had found more bitter than 
/weet ; and for the little pleafure one could foatch 
— it too often left a terrible fting behind it : be- 
fides, did the balance ly on the other fide, he 
would tell you, there could be no true fatisfaCtion, 
where a life runs on in fo giddy a circle, out of 
which a wife man fhculd extricate himfelf as foon 
as he can, that he may begin to look forwards. 
— ^^rhat it becomes a man of <;hara£fer and con- 
fequence to Jay afide childifli, things, to take care 
of his iiitercfts, to cftabliflt the fortune of his fa- 
mily, and place it out of w’-ant and clependcncc : 
and, in a w^ord, if there is fuch a thing as happi- 
nefs upon earth, it muft confift in the accom- 
plifliment of this; and, for his own part, if Goo 
ihonld profper his endeavours, fo as to be worth 
fuch a Itiin, or to be able to bring fuch a point 
to bear — he ihall be one of the happieft of the, 

fons of men In full aflurance of this, on be 

•drudges plotb contrives rifes early — late 

takes reft, and eats the bread of carefulncls ; till 
at length, by hard labour and perfeverance, he 
has leached, if not? outgone, the objeCt he had 
iTirft in view. — When be has got thus far — if he 
is a plain and fiuccrc* man, he will make no 

fcrupic 
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fcruple to acknowledge truly, what alteration he 
lias found in himfelf — you afk him — he will 
tell you, that his imagination painted fomething 
before hivS eyes, the reality of which*ke hn$ not 
yet attained to : that with alf the accumulation 
of his wealth, he neither livCiS the merrier, fleeps 
the founder, or has left care and anxiety upon his 
fpirits, than at his firft fetring out. 

Perhaps, youll fay, feme dignity, honour, or 
title only is wanting — ^Oh ! could 1 accompHlli 
that, as there would he nothing left thcji for .me 
to wifli, good God! how* happy fliould I be ? 
^Tis ftill the fame — ^the dignity or title — though 

they crown his head with honour add not 

one cubit to his happinefs. Upon fumming up the 
account, all, all is found to be feated merely in 
the imagination— The fafter he has purfued, the 
fafter the phantom fled before him ; and, to ufc 
the SatyrifPs coniparifon of the chariot-wheels — 
hafte as they will, they muft for ever keep the 
fame diftance. 

But what ? though I have been thus far difap* 
pointed in my expeftations of happinefs from the 
pofleflion of riches — ‘‘ Let me try, whether 1 
fhall not meet with it, in the fpending and 
fafliionable enjoyment of them.” 

Behold ! I will get me down, and make me 
great works, and build me houfes, and plant me 
vineyards, and make me gardens and pools of 
water. And I will get me fervants and rmiidcns, 
and whatfocver my eyes defire, I will not keep 
fjpom them. 

In profcciition of this — he drops all painful pur- 
fiiits — wifbdraws himfelf from the bufy part of 

the realizes pulls — builds up 

again.— Buys flatues, pidlurcs^ — plants and 

plucks 
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plucks up by the roots—levels mountains-— and 
fills up vallies — ^turns rivers into dry ground^ an|i 
dry ground into rivers,— Says unto thi^ litan^ Go, 
and he'.ffoeth j and unto another. Do this, and he 
doeth — and whaifoevcr his foul lufteth after of 
this kind, he withholds not from it* When 
every thing is thus planned himfclf, and exe- 
cuted according to his wifli and direflion, furdy 
he is arrived to the accompIUhnient of His wi{l>es, 
and has got to the fummit of all human happi^ 
iitfs ? — Let the moft fortunate adventurers in this 
way anfwcr the queflion for him, and fay-^bow 
often it rifes higher than a fimplc 

anuifcmctit — and^wcll, if you can compound for 
tl)jt — fjnee ’tis often purchafed at fo high a price* 
and fo foured by a mixture of other incidental 
vexations, as to become too often a work of re- 
pentance, which in the end will extort the fame 
forrowful confeffion from him, which it did from 
Solomon in the like cafe — LoJ I looked on all 
tlie works that my hands had wrought, and oa 
the labour that I had laboured to do — and behold 
all vanity and vexation of fpirit—and there 
was no profit to me under the fun. 

'fo inflame this account the more — ’twill be 
no iniricale if, upon carting it up, he has gone 
father lengths than he firft intended, run into 
expences w’hich have entangled his fortune, and 
brought himfclf into fuch dilhcuhies as to make 
way for the laft experiment he can try — and that 
.is lo tmn mifer, w ith no happinefs in view but 
what is to rife out of the little defigns of a fordid 
mind, fet upon faviiig and feraping up, all he has 
injudicioufly fpent. ^ . 

• ' In this laft llAge — behold him a poor trembling- 
wretch, flnit up’ from all mdnkin4 — finking into 

utter 
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litter contempt ; fpending careful days and fleep- 
Ifefs nights, in purfuit of what a narrow and con- 
tfaS^d heart can never enjoy:— And let us here 
feve him to the conviction he will one cfny find 
— *fhat there is no end of his labour — his 
eyes will never be fatisfied with riches, or will fay 
— Eor whom do 1 labour and bereave myfelf of 
reft ? — ^This is alfo a fore travel. 

I believe this is no uncommon pifture of the 
difappointments of human life — and the manner 
our pleafures and enjoyments flip from under, u. 
in every ftage of our life. And though T won la 
not be thought by it, as if I was denyini^’ ti. • 
reality of pleafures, or difputing the T 

them, any more than one would the rc^iiiy t i 
pain— yet I muft obferve on this head, that die* j 
is a plain diftinCtion to be made betwixt rle.n'iuo 
and happinefs. For tho^ there can be no hr ^p. - 
nefs without pleafure— yet the converft of ih*.! 
propofition wall not hold true.— We are fo made, 
that from the common gratincatiens of our appe 
tites, and the impreffions of a thoufand objed 
we fnatch the one, like a tranfieni gleam, "with- 
out being fufTcred to tafte the other, and enjoy 
that perpetual fun-fliine and fair weather wdiich 
conftantly attend it. This, I contend, is only to 
be found in religion — in the confeioufnefs of viituc 
* — and the fiire and certain hopes of a better life, 
wdiicb brightens aii our profpeds, and leaves lU) 
room to dread ditanpointments — becaufe the ck- 
pedution of »t is built upon a rock, whofe fouu** 
da^ions are iis deep as thofe of heaven and 1 k:1!. 

And tho’ in our pilgrimage through this world 
* — fome of, us may be fo fortunate as to meet with 
fomc qlear fountains by the \vay\ that may cooh, 
for a few moments, the Jreat oi' this great thirft 

of 
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ef happlnefs — yet our Saviour, tvfao kiK^ the 
world, tho’ he enjoyed but little of it, .tella 
that whofoever drinketh of this water wilj thiril 
again :A;-and we all find by experience it is fb, 
and by reafon that it always muft be fo* 

1 conclude with a Ihort obfcrvation upon Solo^ 
mon!s evi<lence in this cafe. 

Never did the bufy brain of a lean and heiElic 
ehymifl fearch for the phiiofopher’^s fioae with 
iijore pains and ardour than this great m,an did af- 

oj Jiappincfs He was one of the wifeft in- 

.iii»^crs into nature — had tried all her powers and 
jiaiines, and after a thoufand vain fpecplations 
I \iK' experiments, he affirmed, at length, it 
hiii in no one thing be had tried — ^likc the 
nsi’s proje£rions, all had ended in fmoke, or,, 
< VI as worfe, in vanity and vexation of fpirit: 

' (onclufion of the whole matter was tbia« 
.ulvifes every man who would be happy, 
God and keep his commaiKiments. 
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Ecclesiastes vn. 2, 3- 

It is better to ^0 to the houfe of wourring^ than U 
ike houfe oj feajling,—-^ 


T il A T 1 deny — ^But let us hear the wife 
man’s reafoning upon it — for that is the 
end of all men^ and tl^e Itving will Iny it to his 

heart : forronv is better than laughter - for a 

crack’d -brain’d order of Carthufian monks, I 
grant, but not for men of the world. — For what 
purpofc, do you imagine, has Con made us? 
for the focial fweets of the w’cll-watered valJics 
where he has planted us, or for the dry and dif- 
mal deferts of a Sierra Morena r ai*e the fad ac- 
cidents of life, and the uiicheary hours which per- 
pciually overtake us, arc they not enough, bur, 
we muil faliy forth in queft of them — belie our 
own hearts, and fay, as your text would have us, 
that they arc better tlian thofe of joy ? did the 
Bed of Beings fend us into the world for this end 

to go weeping through it, to vex and 

fliorlcn a life, fliort and vexations enough already ? 
ifo yoii rliink, my good preacher, that he who is 
infinitely happv, can envy us our enjoyments ? or 
tirat a being lb iiilliiitely kind would^grudge a 
ijournful. tniveJlijr the fliort rcil and refreihments 
nccefi'aiy to fupport his fpirits thro’ the dages of 
a weary pilgrimage ? 01; tliat he would. Call him to 
C 2 a fevere 
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7 fevere reckoning, becaiife in his way he had 
haflily fnatched at feme little fugacious pleafures, 
merely to fwceten his unealy Journey of life, and 
reconcile him to the ruggednefs of the road, and 
the naany hard joftlings he is fiire to rnect with ? 
Confidcr, I befeech you, what provifion and 
accommodation, the Author of our being has pre- 
pared for us, that we might not go on our way 
iorrowing — how many caravanforas of retl — what 
powers and faculties he has us for taking it 

— what apt ohje£ls he has placed in our way 40 
entertain us ; — fome of w'hich he has made fo fair, 
fo cxquifitely fitted for this end, that they have 
power over us for a thne to charm away the fenfe 
of pain, to cheat up the dqeiirted heart under po- 
verty and fickncfs, and make it go and remember 
its miferies no more. 

1 will not contend, at prefen t, againft this 
rhetoric j I would chafe rather, for a moment, 
to go on with the allegory, and fay we are tra- 
vellers, and, in the moft alfefting fenfe of that 
idea, that like travellers, though upon bufintfs 
of the lafh and ncarelt concern to U i, may furely 
he allowed to amufe ourfclves with the natural or 
artificial beuiiiies of the country we are palTing 
through, without reproach of forgetting the main 
errand wx are fent upon ; and if we can fo order 
it, i's not to be led out of the way, by the va* 
I'lLt) of profpe^is, edihccs, and ruins which fo- 
iicit us, it ViOuId he a nonfenncal piece of falnt- 
errimtiy 16 ihut our eyes. ' 

But let us nor lofe fight of the argument, in 
pnriuit of ihc hmilc. 

"•itt. us remember, various af our cxcurfions 

art, that wc have lliJl let »our faces towards 

jeiui’alem — that we have a place of reit and hap- 

pinefs. 
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pin^fs, towards which we haften, and that the 
way to* get there, is not fo much to plcafe our 
heartj^ as to improve them in virtue j-^that mirth 
and fcalling are ufually no friends to achreven 
ments of this kind^ — but that a feafon of affliftion 
is in feme fort a feafon of piet y — — not only be- 
cauTe our fufferings are apt to put us in mind of 
our fins, but that by the check and interruption 
which they give to our purfuits, they dllow us 
what the hurry and buftlc of the world too ofteii 
deny us, — and that is, a little time for rcfleflion, 
which is all that moft of us w^nt to make us wifer 
and better men j — that at certain times it is lb 
necclfary a man’s mind Ihould be turned towards 
itfelf, that rather than want occafions, he had 
better purchafe them at the expence of his prefent 
happinefs — he had better, as the text exprefles 
it, go to the hcvfe cf mournings where he will 
meet with foniething to fubdue his pafiions, than 
to the houfe of fealling, where the joy and gaiety 

of the place is likely to excite them : That 

whereas the entertainments and carefies of the 
one place, expofe his heart, and Jay it open to 
temptations — the forrows of the other defend it, 
and as naturally Ihut them from h. So llrange 
and unaccountable a creature is man ! he is lb 
framed, that he caniiot but purfue happinefs — 
and yet, unlefs he is made foinctimcH miferable, 
how apt is he to millake the way which can only 
\cp^d him to the accomplifhment of his own 
wiflrts ! 

This is the full force of the wife’s man.dccla- 
ration — But to do further jullice to hiji words, I 
•will endeavour ito bring the fobjedt ftill iiearer.^ — 
For which puipofc^ it ^ will be necefiary to Hop ^ 
here, and take a traiifient view of the two places . 

C 3 « hcic 
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here referred to,— the houfe of Mourning, and 
the houfe of Fcaftlng. — Give me leave therefore, 
1 bcfeech you, to recal both of them for 5 nio- 
joaent to your imaginations, that from thence I 
may appeal to your hearts, how faithfully, and 
upon what grounds, the cfFefts and natural ope- 
rations of each upon our minds are intimated* in 
the text. 

And firft, let us look into the houfe of Feailing. 

And here, to be as fair and candid as poflible 
in the defeription of this, we will not take it frcmi 
the woill originals, fuch as are opened merely for 
the fale of virtue, and fo calculated for the end, 
that the dlfguife each is under, not only gives pou cr 
fafely to drive on the bargain, but fafely to carry 
it into execution too. 

This, we will not fuppofe to be the cafe — nor 
let us even imagine, the houfe of feading, to he 
fuch a fccne >of Intemperance and excefs, as the 
l)oufc of fealliiig docs often exhibit ; — but let us 
take it fiom one, as little exceptionable as wx 
can — where there is, or at ieaft appeaus nothing 
really criminal — but where every tlung feems to 
be kept W'ithin the viCble' bounds of moderation 
and fobrlcty. 

Imagine then fuch a houfe of fcafting, wlicre, 
cither by con fen t or invitation, a number of each 
fex is drawn together, for no other purpofe but 
the erjoyment ?iid mutual entertainment of each 
other, whicb we will fuppole lhall arife from no 
other ple'-uurcs but what cuflom authorifes, and 
tciUgign docs not abfolutcly forbid. 

Before ^we enter — ^let us examine, what muft 
be the fentiments of each individual previous to, 
^ his arrival ; and w'C ihall that however they 
i^ay difler from one anctlter in icn)pers and 

opinions. 
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opinions, that cv^ery one feems to agree in this,-— 
That as he is going to a houfe dedkatedlo joy and 
mirtl], it was fit he fliould diveft himfelf of what- 
ever was likely to contradifl: that intention^ or be 
inconfiftent with it — ^That, for this piirpofe, be had 
left his cares— his ferious thoughts— and his mo- 
ral’ reflc£lions behind him, and was come forth 
from home with only fuch difpofitions and gaiety 
of heart as fuited the occafion, and promoted the 
intended mirth and joility ol the place. — ^With this 
preparation of mind, which is as little as can be 
fiippofed^ fince it will amount to no more than a 
deli re in each to rendtir himfelf an acceptable gueft, 
— let us conceive them entering into the hovfe of 
Fcafting, with hcvirts fet loofcfrom grave reltraints, 
and open to the expeflations of receiving pleafure. 
It is not necefiary, as I premifed, to bring intem- 
perance into this feene— or to fuppofc fuch an ex- 
cefs in the gratification of the appetites, as lhall 
ferment the blood, and fet tbe cMires in a flame : — 
Let us admit no more of it, therefore, than will 
gently llir them, and fit them for the impreflions, 
which fo benevolent a commerce will naturally 
excite. In this difpofition, thus wrought upon 
before-hand, and already improved to this piirpofe, 
—take notice how mechanically the thoughts and 
fpirits rife — ^liow foon, and infenfibly, they are got 
above the pitch and firft bounds which cooler hours 
VI ould have marked. 

When the gay and fmfling afpeft of things has 
begun to leave the paflages to a man’s heart thus 
thoughtlefly unguarded— when kind and carefling 
looks of every obje^i without, that can flatter his 
• fenfes, have coidpiied with the enemy within, to 
betray him, and put hi^ ofl‘ his defence — 
miufick, likewife, has lent her aid, and tried her 

powci 



3^1 S E R M 0 Ii; 

power upon his paffions, — ^when the voice of fing- 
ing-men, and the voice of finging-women, with 
the found of the viol and the lute, have broke in 
upon his foul, and, in fotne tender notes, have 
touched the fccret fprings of rapture— that moment 
let UvS difl'ett and look into his heart — fee how 
vain [ how weak ! how empty a thing it is ! Look 
through its fcveral reccfles, — thofe pure maiiHons 
formed for the reception of innocence and virtue 

fad fpeftacle ! Behold thofe fair inhabitants' 

now difpofTcfred — turned out of their facped dwell- 
ings, to make room — for what?— at the beft, for 
levity and indiferetion — perhaps for folly — it may 
be, for more impure guelh, which polTihly, in fo 
general a riot of the mind and fenfes, may take 
occafion to enter unfufpefted at the fame time* 

In a feene and difpofition thus defer ibed — ^c'an 
the moft cautious fay— .‘•^hus far fliall my defiles 
go — — and no farther ? or will the cooleft and 
moll: circumfpeft fay, when pleafure has taken 
full poflelhon of his heart, that no thought nor 
purpofe fhall arife there, w^hich he v oiild have 
concealed ? — In thofe loofe and unguarded mo- 
ments, the imagination is not always at commanvl 
— in fpitfe of reafon and reflection, it will forci- 
bly carry him fometimes whither he would not — 
like the unclean fpirit, in the parent’s fad defcrip- 
tion of his child’s cafe, which took him, and oft- 
times caft him into the^fire to deftroy him; and, 
wherefoever it taketh Him, it teareth him, and. 
hardly departeth from him. 

But this, you’ll fay, is the worft account of 
w^hat the wind may fuiTer herve. 

Why may we not make more favourable fup-» 
» pofitions ? — that numbers* by exd’rcife and cuftom 
to fuch encounters, learn gradually to defpife 

« and. 
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and 'triumph over them — that the minds of 
many are not fo fufceptible of warm imprefFions, 
or fo badly fortified agaiiaft them, that pleafure 
fhould eafily corrupt or foften them 5 — ^that it 
would be hard to Aippofc', of the great multitudes 
VL’hich daily throng and prefs into this boufe of 
FeaAing, but that numbers come out of it again, 
with all the innocence with which they entered ; 
— arnl that if both fexes are included in the cbm^ 
putation, what fair examples fhall we fee of many 
o£ fo pure and chafle ,a turn of mind — that the 
hoLifc of feafting, with jail its charms and temp- 
tations, was never able# to excite a thought, or 
awaken an inclination, which virtue need toblujb 
at — or which the moft fcrupulous confcience might 
not fupport» God forbid w^e ihoukl fiy other- 
wife : — no doubt, numbers of all ages efcape un- 
hurt, and get ofF this dangerous fca without flxip- 
wreck. Yet, are they not to bo reckoned amongft 

the more fortunate adventurer^? and though 

one would not abfolutely prohibit the attempt, or 
be fo cynical as to condemn every one who tries 
it, fince there arc fo many, I fuppofe,. who can- 
ni)t well do otlierwife, and whole condition and 
fit nation in life unavoidably force them upon it — 
yet we may be allovred to deferibe this fair and 
ilatrering coart — we may point out the unfufpe£l- 
ed dangers of it, and warn the unw^ary palfengcr, 
where they ly- We may fhew him what ha- 
zards his youth and inexperience will run, how 
little he can gain by the venture, and how much 
wifer and belter it wouhl be (as is implied in the 
text) to feck occafions rather to improve his 
little dock of virtue, than incautioufiV expofe it 
10 fo im equal a, chance, where dxe beft* he can 
hope is to return fafe what treafure he car- 
ried out — but where, probably, he may be fo un- 

♦ fortunate, 
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fortunate," as to lofe It all — ^be loft himfeJf, and 
undone for ever. 

Tbua much for the houfc of Feafting, .which, 
by way, though generally open at other times 
of the year throughout the world, is fuppofed, in 
Chriftian countries, now every where to be uni- 
verfally Omt up. And, in truth, I have been more 
full in my cautions againft it, not only as reafon 
requires, — but in revei ence to this feafon where- 
in our church* exafts a more particular forbear-, 
ance and felf-denial in this point, and thereby adds 
to the reftraints upon pleai/ure and entertainments 
which this reprefen t a tion t)f things has fuggefted 
againft them already. 

Here then, let us turn afide from this gay 
feene ; ,and fuffer me to take you with me for a 
moment, to one much fitter for your meditation. 
Let us go into the houfc of Mourning, made fo 
by fuch afflictions as have been brought in, mere- 
ly by the common crofs accidents and difaflers ta 
which our condition is expofed, where, per- 

haps, the aged parents fit broken-hearted, pierced 
to their fouls, with the folly and inclifcreiion of a 
thanklefs child — the child of their prayers, in 
whom all their hopes and expectations centered: 
— perhaps a more affeCting feene — a virtuous fa- 
mily lying* pinched with want, where the unfor- 
tunate fupport of it, ha'dng long flruggled with 
a train of misfortunes, and bravely fought up - 
againft them — iv^ now piteoully born down at the 
Lid — overwhelmed wdth a ciuel blow which no ' 
forecalt or frugality could have prevented. — f> 
God! look upon his'afflictlonvS — Behold him dif- 
traCted with many forrows, fuLroiyided with the 
tender pledges of his Jove, and tb^ partner of his 
cares — without bread to giVe them, — unable, from 

the 
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the Remembrance of J>etter days, to'' dig; — to 
beg, afhamed. 

When we enter into .the honfe of Mourning 
fuch as this — it is impoffible to infult the unfor^ 
tunate even with an improper look— Under what- 
ever levity and difllpation of heart fuch objedls 
catcli our eyes, — they catch likewife our atten- 
tions, — colleft and call home our fcattered 
thoughts, and exercife them with wifdom. A 
tranfient fccne of diftrefs, fuch as is here (ketched, 
ho^w foonfidoes it furnifli materials to fet the mind 
at work ? how neceflarily does it engage it to the 
confideration of the miferies and misfortues, the 
dangers and calamities to which the life of man is 
fubjeft. By holding up fuch a glafs before it; it 
forces the mind to fee and reflect upon the' va- 
nity, —the perifhing condition and uncertain te- 
nure of every thing in this world. From re-^ 
flections of this ferious caft, how infenfibly do 
the thoughts; carry us farther ? — r-iind from con- 
fidering, ivhat we are — what kind of world we 
live in, and what evils befal us in it, how na- 
turally do they fet us to look forwards at what pof- 
fibly wc fhall be ? — for what kind of world we 
are intendeds — what evils may befal us there— 
and what provifion we ftiould make againft them 
here, whim we have time and opportunity? 

If thefe leiTons arc fo infeparable from the 
houfe of Mourning here fuppofed — wc fliall find 
it a ftill more inftructive fchool of wifdom, when 
we take a view of the place in that more affecting 
light to which the wife mail feems to confine it in 
the text *, in which, by the houfe of Mourning, I 
believe, he means that particular feene fof forrow 
Vhere there is lamentation and mourning for the 
dead. ' 


Turn 
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Turn in hither, I bcfcech you, for a moment. 
Behold a dead man ready to be carried out, the 
only fon of his mother, and The a widow. Per- 
haps a more afFefting ipeftacJe- — a kind and indul- 
gent father of a numerous family, lies brcathlefs 
— ihcitched away in the ftreiigth of his age — torn 
in an evil hour from his children and the bofam of 
a difconfolate wife. 

Behold much people of the city gathered to- 
gether to mix their tears, with fettled Ibrrow in 
their looks, going heavily along to lSte houfe of 
Mourning, to perform that laft melancholy office, 
which, when the debt of nature is paid, we are 
called upon to pay each other. 

If this fad occafton which leads him there, has 
not done it already, take notice, to what a ferious 
and devout frame of mind every man is reduced, 
the moment he enters this gate of affliftioii. The 
bufy and fluttering fpirits, which in the houfe of 
Mirth were M ont to tranfport him Trom one di- 
verting ol)jc(fl to another — fee how they are fal- 
len ! how peaceably they are laid I in this gloomy 
manflon, full of lhades and uncomfortable damps, 
ro feizc the foul — fee, the light and eafy heart, 
which never knew what it was to think before, 
how pen five, it is now, how foft, how fufeep- 
tible, how full of religious impreffioUvS, how 
deeply it is fmirten with a fenfe, and with a love 
of virtue. Could wc, .in this crifis, whilfl: this 
empire of reafon and religion lafts, and the heart 
is thus exerciftd with wifdom, and bufied with 
heavenly contemplations — could we fee it naked as 
it is ftripped of all its paflions, unfpotted by the 
world, and regardlcfs of its plea/iircs — we might 
then fafely reft our caufe upon this fnigle evidence, 
and appeal to the moft lenfual, whether Solomon 
has not made a juft determination here,^in favour 
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of the lioufe of Mourning ? — not for its own 
fakcj but avS it is fruitful in virtue, and Wcomcs 
the occafioii of fo much good — Vt’^ithout this end, 
for row, I own has no ufe, but to ftjortcn a man’s 
days — nor can gravity, with all its ftiulied folcm- 
nity of look and cairiage, fcrve any end, but to 
make one half of the world merry, and impofc 
upon the other. 

Confider what has been faid, and may Gon 
his meuy blcfs you. Amen. 
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Luke x. 36, 37. 

Which mtv of thcfe thm^ thinhejl tbou^ nvas tmgh^ 
boar unto him that fell amon^f the thieves • 
And he faul^ He that Jhtwed merry on himi 
7hcn faid Jefus unto^ him^—Gof and do thou 
likcwif* 


I N the forc^cinc; vcrfes of this chapter, the^ 
Evangcliil relates, that a ccitain lawyer ftoed 
up and rcinprcd Jesus, ftying, Maflcr, what 
lij.ill I do to inherir cternaJ lift ?~To which in- 
quiry, our Saviour, as his maancr was, when 
any enfnaring qutTiioii was put ro him, which he 
faw piocecdcd ftiorc from a defigii to entangle 
him, than an honcll view- of getting iuf(’>rmation 
— in (lead of giving a dired aniWer, which might, 
allofd a luuidlc to malice, or at bcit ierve only to 
gratify au impertinent humour — he immediately 
retorts the qucltion upon the man wdio afketi it, 
and unavoidably puts him upon the nccefTity of 
aniwenng himfclt : — and as, in the prefent cafe, 
the paiticulai prof Jfioii of the inquirer, and^^^his 
iuppofed general knowledge of all other brandies 
of leaining, left no room to fufped he could he 
ignoi*mt of the true anfwer to his quejion, and 
^ei'pet'iiilly of what tvery one knew was delivered 
upon that head ‘by their great Legiflatci, our 
Savioik, therefore, refers him to his own me- 
D 3 ' mory 
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n>ory of what be had found there in the eoiufc 
of hhi! iuidki-^What is wrkten in the hw' ? how 
readtdl thpu ? Upon vhich the inquirer^ recit- 
ing 'the, general heads of oiu duty to Go p and: 
Man, as delivered in the i8tlj of J-.cviticu5, and 
the 6th of Deuteronomy, — namely — %hat nve 
Jmuld wijfjip tie J,6rJ our Gaii with aiPour /Mofr/s^ 
ami love our ueigldours ets ourftlkfis ; our biefied 
Savioub tells him, he had anfweretl right, ;md 
if he followed that leiFon^ he could not fail of 
the bkllittg he teemed defirous to inherit . — This 
ih^ and thou Jhalt live* 

But he, iu: the context tells us, willing to jufti- 
fy himfelf-T-Avijling }'K)nibly to gain more credit 
in the confcreivcc, or hoping, peih.aps, to heat 
inch a partial and narrow’ definition of the wortB 
ucigkhur as would fuit his ©wm principles, and 
joftify fome particular cpprcllions of his own, or* 
thofe of w’bich his whole .order lay undtT an ac- 
cufation^^fays unto Jescs, in tlic 29 ih verfe— 
Aud %i^o is my mighboyr P Thopgh the demand, 
at firfi: Tight, may feena nttcrlj? trilling, yn was it 
far from Ijeing fn in fa£h Icr ac€Oidi:ig as yon 
underdood tJte teim in a more or a Ids reftrained 
fenfe— it produced many ncctflary variations in 
the duties you wed from that, relation.^ — —Our 
iilcfild Saviour, to reflify any partial and per* 
iiicious miilalce in this matter, and place, at once, 
this dtity of the love of our neighbour upon its 
tine bottom of philanthropy and indvcrfal kind- 
nefe, makes aafwer to the propafed queftion, not 
by any far-feicbeti refinement from, the fchools of 
t!jje Rabbles,, which might fiave fooner fiienced 
than convinced the man — ^but b^ a dirc£t appeal 
to hutnan jtature, in rm inftance he relates of a 
msLU falling among thieves, left in the greateft 

“ .1 • /I . -JTl 
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cliflrefa imaginaMc, till by cbaftcc a Samaritait", 
an utter fti anger, coming where he waay by an 
of great goodnefs and compalllon, not only 
relieved ' him at prefent, but took him under hi« 
proteilion, and genctoally provided for his fu- 
ture fafery. 

On the elofe of which engaging acrount-Hour 
Saviour appeals to the mait^s own heart in the 
fnft verfe of the text — Which mw of ihtft three^ 
ihiiihef ihouy nvas rteigkhtir unto him fhett felln^ 
motfgj} the thieves and .inftead of di awing the 
inference himfclf, leaves him to decide in fa- 
vour of fo nobife a printrple, fo evidently founded 
in fnercy.~~Thc lawyer, ftruck with the trtith 
and juftice of the Doftrine, and frankly acknow*. 
ledging the force of it, our bleflcd Saviour 
concludes the debate with a fliort admonition, 
that he would praflife w^hat he had approved — 
and go and imitate that fair example of univer- 
fal benevolence which it had fet before bin. 

In the remaining part of the difeourfe, fliall 
follow the fame plan ; and therefore, fiiali beg 
leave to enlarge, Firfl, upon the fiory itfelf, with 
fuch refleflions'as will rife from it ; and conclude, 
as our Saviour has done, with the fame exlTor*> 
lation to kindnefs and humanity which fo natural- 
ly fails from it* 

A certain man, fays our Saviour, went 
clown from Jerufalem to Jericho, and fell arnong 
thieves, who ftripped him of his raiment and de- 
parted, leaving him half dead, 'fhere is fonie- 
thing in our nature which engages us to take part 
in every accident to which man is fubjdft, from 
what caufc foevJr it may have happened ; but in 
fuch calamities as a man has fallen into through 
picxc misfortune; to be charged upon no fault or 

indilcretioa 



44 S ; R a M O N HE ^ 

r liiVctionvof himfclf, there is fometbing then 
t4*nly mtericAing, that at firft fight we generally 
make 'thc^ pur own^ not akogcthcr from a reflec- 
tion th^ar they inighi have been, or may hr fo, but 
oftencr from a certaui generpfity and tendcrnefs 
of nature %\hicli dii'pofcs us for compaffion^ ab- 
ftrafled from all confiderations of iielf ; fo that,, 
without any abfmabk a£k of the will, wc fufier 
with the unfortunate, and feel a weight upon our 
fyirits, \vc know not why> on feeing the moll 
common inflances of their diftrefs. But where 
the fpcclacle is uncommonly tragical, and com- 
plicated with many circumllances of mifery, the 
mind is then taken captive at once, and, vrere it 
iiiclitwxl to it, has no power to make refiftance, 
but furrenders itfcJf,to all the tender emotions of 
prty and deep concerm So that w^hen one confi- 
deis the friendly part of our nature, v» ithout look- 
ing farther, one would think it iinpolfible for man 
to look upon mifery without finding himfelf, in 
fome ^oeafure, attached to the inteicft of him 
wd^o fufFers it — I fay, jpue would think it impofll- 
bfe — for there arc tome tempers— how ihvill I ilc- 
feribe them — formed either of fuch impenetra- 
ble matter, or wrought up by habitual feififfint^fs 
to fuch an utter infenfibiiity of nhat becomes of 
the fortunes of their fellow creatures, as if they 
were not partakers pf the fame nature, or bad no 
lot or connexion at with the fpccies. 

Of this character our,SAVioow- produces two 
dil'graceful in'thc behaviour of a pricfl 

and a Lc vice,, whom in, this account he icprcfcnts 
as comiug to the, place where ihe unhappy 
w'^as both palSng by w^ithout either ih etching 
forth a hand to afilu, o; uttering a word to com- 
fort in his diftrefs. 

And, 
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Ati8, by cbance, thtre came down cWaiii 
j^Tibft !-^c!tcifal Go» ! that a teachef Htf 
religion fhonld ever want humanity— or that' 4^ 
man, whofc head might be thought full'bf the 
one, fliould have a heart void of the other !-^ 
'rhis, ' however, was the cafe before ns— ^ihd 
though in theory one would fcarcc fufpe£t thai 
the leaft presence to religion, and an open dlfrc-^ 
gard to fo main a part of it, conld ever meet to- 
gether in one perfon -yet, in faft, it is no fi&U 
tiou5 charat!:l:tT. 

liook into the world— hovi^ often do you behold 
a fordid wretch, whofe flrait heart is open to ltd 
man^i^ affliffion, taking fhclter behind an appr^r- 
ance of piety, and putting on the garb of rcK**, 
giou, which none but the merciful and coftipa/^ 
iionate have a title to wear? Take ttotice with 
what fanftity he goes, to the end of his days, itt 
the fame felfiih track in whibh he a^t firft fft out— 
turning neither to the right hand nor to the left~ 
but piods on— pores all his life-long upon the 
ground, as if afraid to look up, left peradventur^ 
he fhcidd fee aught which might turn him onO 
moment out of that ftrait line where intereft is 
carrying him;— or if, by chance, he fthmblcs 
upon a hapkfs objefl of diftrefe, which threatens 
fuch a difafter to him — like the man here repre- 
fented, devoutly pafllng by on the Other fide, as if 
unwilling to truft himfelf cO the imprefllons of na- 
ture, or ha yard the inconvenlencics which pity 
might lead him into upon the occafion. 

There is but one ftroke wanting in this p!£lurC' 
of an unmerciful ma/i, to render the clfaraflcn 
uKerJy odious, anti that our Saviour gives it in 
the following inllahcc he ^relates upon it. And 
likcwife, fays be, rr ri'/rrt f:c ^bas at fht 

, placet 
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plmcy cffme a$fd ioohd at khn. it not a 
fi«m oVerfijght, the hafty or ill-advifed neglt<3^^f 
an uficonlSicrirtg humour, with whteh the beft 
difpoied arc fometimcs and dcd' 

beyond , the point where otltcrwife thfcy would 
have wifljed to ftop. — ^No ! — on the contrary, it 
had all the aggravation of a dcHbcrstte aft of in* 
feUfibility, proceeding fropa a hard htkrt. When 
he was at the place, he came, and looked at him 
— confidcrcil his misfortunes, gave time for rca- 
ftm and nature to have awdke — faw the imminent 
danger he was in*^— and the preffing neccffity of 
immediate help, which (b violent a cafe called 
aloud for i— Hand after all— turned afidc, and un- 
mercifully left him to all the diftreflesof his con-- 
ditiom 

In all unmerciful afiione, the worft of men* 
pay this compliment, at leafl,< to humariity, as 
to endeavour to wear as much of the appear- 
ance of: it, as the cafe will well let them;— 
fo that in the hardeft a£Is a man (hall he guilty 
of, he has fome motives, true or falfe, tilways 
ready to offer, either to fatisfy himfelf or the 
world, and, Gop knows, too often to impole 
both upon the one and the other* And there- 
fore, it would be no hard matter here to give 
u probable gueft at what paSbd in the Levite^s 
mind in the prefent cafe, and fliew, was it nc- 
ceffary, by what kind of cafuiftry he fettled the 
matter with his confcience as he paffed by, and 
guarded afli the paffages to bis heart agamft the 
inroads which pity might attempt to make upon 
the oouafion— jBut it is painful to dwell long 
upon this difagreeable part of the ftnry ; 1 there- 
fore haften to the concluding incident of it, 
which is fo amiable, that one cannot cafily be too 

copious 
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t:o)^i9U« in refl^ions upon it.— 
tHir jSAvjouK^ a certain Samaritan, jojiir^ 
neyed, came where he wa§ ; and . wbep 
him, he, had compaflion on him^and 
him — boftnd up his wounds, pouring kx JoH and 
wine— him upon his own bcaft, hrottght him 
to an in % and took carc of him. 1 fuppofe it 
will, be fcarce neceflary here to. remind ypu, that 
the Jew’S had no dealings with the Samaritans— 
an old religious grudge— the worft of all grudges ! 
liad»wTou^t fu<A a diflike betw-een both people, 
that they held themfclves mutually difebarg^ npt 
only from all offices of fricndlhip and kjpdnefe, 
but even from the moft common afts of countefy 

and good manners. ^Tlus operated fo ftrongly 

in our Saviour’s time, that the woman of. %- 
maria feemed aftonilhed, that he, , being a Jew, 
ffipuid a(k water of her, who was a Samjiritan : 
— ^ that, with fuch a prepofteffioji, how^ever 
dilbefsfiil the cafe of the unfortunate man was, 
and how rcafonably foever he might plead for pity 
from another man, there was little aid or confola- 
tion to be looked for from fo unpromifing aqusirter. 

! nfUT I hav^ ie(!n twice pujf^l by^ negUSjed 
by men of my cwn nation and bound <ky fo 

tnany ties to aJM me^ kft here fritndle/s md:iisn^tied 
bcih by a prief and n LeviU^ men ijahefi 
and Jupertor admntages knowledge couM mt leeme 

thm ift the detf% in what^ manner they fitmld dif 
charge this debt which my CQr^dion ciainth-'^iifier 
thisrr^what ^ hopes ^ what eupe^atmu from n pcf- 
not only a 3ranger*r^bf^ f 
ley ed from all migatiom to me:^)andby s*'^nfitional 
inflamed by mutual ill oj^$^ mw inadf'my 
cfstemy^ and more likely to rejoiee at 4he evils wUih 

have 
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hamie faikn me^ than U firHch firth a hand to 

fim nte front them ? 

^Tis no unnatural foliloquy to imagine ; but 
tbe aftions of gcnerou%|^and compaflionate tefn^ 
pers bafBe all little reafonings about them* — ^Triic 
charity, in ,the apollk^$ description, a9 it is kind, 
and is not eafily provoked, fo it manifelled this 
chara£ler herei~for we find, when he came 
W’here he was, and beheld his difircft,— all the 
unfriendly paffions, which at another time might 
have rofc within him, now utterly forfookiiim 
and fted : when he faw bis misfortunes* — be forgot 
his enmity towards the man,- — -^-dropped all the 
prejudices which education had planted againft 
him, and in the room of them, all that was good 
and compaifionai^ was fuffered to fpeak in his be- 
half. 

In benevolent natures, tbe impulfc to pity is 
fo i'udden, that like inftruments of mufick, which 
obey the touch — the objedfs which are fitted to 
excite fuch imprelTions, work fo inftantancous an 
effe^I, that you would think the will was fcarce 
concerned, and that the miiKl was altogether paf- 
five in the fympathy which her own goodnefs has 
excited. The truth is, — ^tbe foul is generally in 
fuch cafes fo bufily taken up, and wholly engrof- 
fed by the objc£t ^ pity, that foe does not at- 
tend to her own joperatious, or take leifure to ex- 
amine the prmcifdes upon which (he a£ls. 8o 
that tbe Samaritan, though the moment he faw 
him hethad companion on him, yetfudden as the 
emotion is reprefen ted, you are not to imagine 
that it ^a$ mechantcal, but that there was a fet- 
tled principle of liumanitv^ ai%d goodnefs which 
operated within him. And influenced not cmly 
the firft impulfe of kindnefs, but the continua- 
tion of it throughout the reft of fo engaging a be- 
i haviour. 
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havlour. And becatifc it is a pleafurc to look in- 
to a good mind) and trace out, as far as one is 
able, what paffes within it on fuch occafions, I 
fhall beg leave, for a pioment, to ftate an ac- 
count of what was likely to pafs in his, and in 
what manner fo diftrefsful a cafe would ncceflaii- 
ly work upon fuch ^t’difpofition. 

As be approached the place where the unfor- 
tunate man fay, the inftant he beheld him, no 
doubt fomc fuch train of reflexions as this would 
rife* in his mind, ** Good God ! what afpedta- 
clc of mifery do 1 behold— a man ilrippcd of 
** his raiment — wounded — flying languifhing be- 
fore me upon the ground, juft ready to etpirc, 
—without the comfort of a friend to fupport 
** him in his laft agonies, or the profpeX of a 
“ hand to clofe his eyes when his pains are over. 
But perhaps my concern ftiould leffen when 1 
refleX on the relations in which wc ftand to 
** each other — that he is a Jew, and I a Sapia- 
“ ritan. — But are we not ftill both men ; par- 
takers of the fame nature — and fubieX to the 
fame evils ? — let me change conditions W'ith 
“ him for a moment, and confider, had his lot 
befallen me as I journeyed in the way, what 
meafure I ihould have expeXed at his hand — 
Should I when he beheld me wounded 

and half-dead, that he flaould ilmt up his l>o\v- 
‘‘ els of compaflion from me, and double the 
‘‘ weight of my miferies, by paflingby andicav- 
ing them unpitied r— But I am a ftranger to 
** the man be it fo,— but I am »o ftranger to 
** his condition— -misfortunes are of no^particu- 
lar - tribe or Mtiofi, but belong to us all, and 
“ have a generabclaim upon us, without diftinc- 
tion of climate, country, or religion. Ifefides, 
VoL.IV. E ‘^though 
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“ though I am , a ' ftranger~^tis no fault pfhi5 
that- 1 do not know him, ajid therefore une- 
** quitable he fliould fuffer by it.~Had I known 
him, poflibly I fliould have had caufe to love 
“ and pity him the more — for aught I know, he 
is fome one-of uncommon merit, whofe life is 
rendered ftiil more precious, as the lives and 
happinefs of others may be involved in it ; 
perhaps at this inftant that he lies here for- 
faken, in all this mifery, a whole virtuous fa- 
mily is joyfully looking for his return, and^f- 
** feftionately counting the hours of his delay. 
Oh ! ^id they know what evil hath befallen 
him — how would they fly to fuccour him !— 
Let me then haften to fupply thofe tender ofE- 
ces of binding up his wounds, and carrying him 

** to a place of fafety or if that afliftance 

comes too late, I fliall comfort him at leaft in 
his laft hour — and, if I can do nothing elfe, — I 
“ fliall foften his misfortunes by dropping tear 
of pity over them.’* ,0 

*Tis almofl neceflaiy to imagine the good Sa- 
maritan was influeskced by fomc luch thoughts as 
ihefe, from the uncommon gencrofuy of his be- 
haviour, which is reprefented by our Saviour 
operating like the warm zcid of a' brother, mix- 
ed with the alFeflionatc diferetion j^nd care of a 
parent, who was not fatisfied with taking him 
under his protedion, and fupplying his prefent 
w ants, but in looking forw'ards for him, and taking 
care that his wants ftiould be fupplied, when he 
fliouldbe gone, and no longer near to befriend him. 

1 think there needs no ftronger argument to 
prove hclw univerfally and deeply jthc feeds of this^ 
virtue of compaflTion are planted in the heart of* 
man, than in the pleafuie wc take ia fuch repre-» 

fenfacions 
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fenfations of it : and though feme meij ha%^c rc- 
prefented human nature in otlieir colours, (though 
to what end I knbw not) that the matter of fact 
is fo ftrong againft them, that, from the general 
propcnfity to pity the unfortunate, we exprefs 
that fenfuion by the word humanity, as if , it was 
infcparable from our nature* That it is not infe- 
parable, I have allowed in th^ former part of t>js 
difeourfe, from fome reproachful inilances of fclf- 
jf!i tempers, which frem to take part in nothing 
beytjncl thcmfelvcs ; yet, 1 am perfuaded, and af- 
firm, ’tis flijl fo great and noble a part of our na- 
ture, that a man muil do great violence to him- 
felf, and fulTer many a painful before he 

has brought himfelf to a didcrCnt difpofition. 

’Tis obfi ;’rvablc in the forgoing account, that 
when the priefl came to the place where, he as, 
be pafTed by on the other fide* — He might have 

pafTed by, you^ll fay, wdthout tu» iiiag aude* 

No ; there is a fecrct fliame which attends every 
aft of inhumihity, not to be ednquered in the 
hardeft natures ; fo that, ns in other cafts, fo e- 
fpccially in this, many a man wdli do a cruel aft, 
who, at the fame time, would blufli to look you 
in the face, and is forced to turn afide before he 
can have a heart to execute his purpofe. 

InconTiftcnt creature that man is ! who, at that 
inftanfthat he does what is wrong, is not able to 
withhold his teftimony to w^hat is good and 
praife- worthy. 

1 have now done with the parable, which was 
the firft part propofed to be confidered in this dif- 
courfe ; and lliould proceed to the fecond, wdiich 
•fo naturally falls from it, of exhorting you, as 
our Saviour did the layvycr upon it, to go and 
do fo likewife : but I have been fo copious in my 
£ z refieftions 
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rcfleflions upon the ftory kfelf, that I find I have 
infenfibly incorporated into them almoft all that I 
lliould have faid here, in recommending fo amiable 
an example ; by which means, I have unawares 
: ...ticipated the talk I propofed. I fhall therefore 
detain you no longer than with a finglc remark 
upon the fubjeft in general, M^hich is this, ^Tis 
obfervable in many places of feripture, that our 
blcfled Saviour, in deferibing the day of judg- 
ment, does it in fuch a manner, as if the great 
inquiry then was to relate principally to this*one 
virtue of compaflion — and as if our final fentence, 
at that folemnity, was to be pronounced exactly 
according to the degrees of it. I vv as a huiigcr- 
“ ed, and ye gave me meat — thirfly, and ye gave 
me drink — naked, and ye clothed me — I was 
Tick, and ye vifited me — in prilbn, and yc came 
** unto me.” Not that we arc to imagine from 
thence, as if any other good or evil a£tion fhould 
then be overlooked by the eye of the All -feeing 
Judge; but barely to intimate tH us, that a cha- 
litabliT and benevolent difpofition is fo principal 
and ruling a part of a man’s charai'ifei , as to be a 
confiderable tcfl by itfelf, of the whole frame and 
temper of his mind, with w hich all other virtues 
and vices refpedlively rife and fall, and will almolt 
neceflarily be connc£led.- — 'fell me, therefore, 
of a compaiTionate man, you reprefent to me a 
man of a thoufand other good qualities — on 
whom 1 can depend — whom 1 may fafely truft 

With my wife my children, my fortune, 

and reputation, ’Tis for this, as the apoftle ar- 
gues f^pm the fame principle — that he will not 
commit adultery — that hfc will not kill — thqt 
he will not fteal — that he will not bear falfc 
witnefs.” Thai is, the forrows which are ftir- 

red 
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red up in mens hearts by fuch trefpaflfes arc fo* 
tenderly felt by a compaffionate man, that it is 
not in nis power or his nature to commit them. 

So that, well might he conclude, that charity, 
by which he means, the love to your neighbour, 
was the end of the commandment, and that who- 
foever fulfilled it, had fulfilled the law* 

Now, to God, &c. Amen. 
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2 Samuel xh. 7. ift pait. 

Aful Nathan fatd unto David^ Thou art the man. 


T here is no hidorical pafTage in fcrfpturc, 
which gives a more remarkable inftance of 
the deceitfulnefs of the heart of man to itfcif, a'bd 
of how little we truly know of ourfelvcs, than 
this, wherein David is convicted out of his own 
mouth, and is led by the prophet to condemn 
and pronounce a fevere judgment upon another, 
for an act of inj lift ice which he had palTcd over in 
himl'elf, and poiribly reconciled to his own con- 
i'cicnce. To know one’s felf, one M^ould think, 
could be no very dilHcult leftbn \ — for who, you’ll 
fay, can be truly ignorant of himfelf, and the 
true difpofition of his own heart ? If a man thinks 
at all, he cannot be a ftranger to what pafl’es 
there — he muft be. confeious of his own thoughts 
and defires *, he muft remember his paft purfuits, 
and the true fprings and motives which, in ge- 
neral, have di redded the aftions of his life : he may 
hang out falfe colours, and deceive the world ; but 
how can a maji deceive himfelf ? That a man 
can — is evident,^becaufe he daily does fo. — Scrip- 
ture tells us, and gives ds many hiftorical proofs 
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of it, befides this to which the text refers,- 

** that the heart of man is treacherous to itfclf, 
** and deceitful al)ove all things and experience, 
and every hour’s commerce with the world, con- 
firms the truth of this feeming paradox, V 'fhat 
tho’ man is the only creature endowed with 
** refleftion, and confequendy qualified to know 
“ the moft^f himfelf — ^yet, fo it happens, that 
he generally knows the lead — and, with ull the 
power which God has given him, of turning 
his eyes inward upon himfelf, and takinguio- 
tice of the chain of his own thoughts and dc- 

fires ^yet, in faflt, is generally fo inatten- 

“ live, but always fo partial an obferver of what 
pafles, that he is as much, nay, often, a much 
greater ftranger to his own difpofition and true 
charafter, than all the world befides.” 

By what means he is brought under fo manU 
feft a delufion, and how he fuflcrs himfelf to be fo 
grofly impofed upon, in a point which he is ca- 
pable of knowing fo much better than others, is 
not hard to give an account of ^ nor need we fcck 
farther for it, than amongft the caiifes which arc 
every day perverting his reafon, and mifleading 
him. We are deceived in judging of ourfelves, 
juft as wc are in judging of other things, 
when our pallions and inclinations are called in as 
counfellors ; and wc fuftcr ourfelvcs to fee and rea- 
fon juft fo far, and no farther, than they give us 
leave. How hard do wc find it to pafs an equitable 
and found judgment in a matter w^herc our inte- 
reft is deeply concerned! — and even where there 
)s the ^emoieft confiderations of felf, conneded 
with the point before us, what a llrange bias 
does it hang upon our minds, afid how difficult is 
it to difengage our judgments intireJy from k? 

" with 



SERMON IV. 


59 

with what reluctance are we brought to think evil 
of a friend, whom we have long loved and eftecm- 
cd ? and though there happens to be ftrong ap- 
pearances againft him, how apt are wc to over- 
look, or put favourable conftruClions upon them, 
and even fometimes, when our zeal and friend- 
fliip tranfport us, to aflign the beft and kindeft 
motives for the worft and moft unjuftifiable parts 
of his conduct ? 

We are ftill worfe cafuifts, and the deceit is 
proport ionably ftronger with a man, when he is 
going to judge of himfelf — ^that deareft of all 
parties, — ^fo clofely cotineCted with him — fo much 
and fo long fieloved — of whom he has fo ^arly 
conceived the highcft opinion and elleem, and 
with vvhofe merit he has all along, no doubt, 
found fo much realbn to be contented. It is not 
an cafy matter to be fevere, where there is fuch 
an impulfe to be kind, or to efface at once all the 
tender impreflions in favour of fo old a friend, 
which difabled us from thinking of him as he is, 
and feeing him in the light, may be, in which e- 
^cry one clfc fees him. 

. »So that, however eafy this knowledge of one's 
fclf may appear at firft light, it is oiherwife when 
we come to examine ; fmee not onl^Tin praClice, 
but even in fpeculation and theory, wc find it 
one of the hardeft and moft painful leffons. Some 
(jf the earliell inftruCfors of mankind, no dohbt, 
found it fo too, and for that reafon, foon faw the 
ncceffity of laying fuch a ftrefs upon this great 
precept of felf-knowledge, which, for its excel- 
lent wifdom and ufefulncfs, many of thenf fup- 
p()fed to he a divine cfireClion ; that it came down 
from heaven, and comprehended the whole circle 
both of the knowledge aml^the duty of man. 

And 
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Aad indeed, their zeal might eafilf be allowed in 
lb high an encomium upon the attainment of a 
virtue, the want of which fo often baffled their 
inftru^ions, and rendered their endeavours of re- 
forming the heart vain and ufekfs. For who 
could think of a reformation of the faults within 
him, who knew not where they lay, or could fet 
about correrting, till he had firft come to a fenfe 
of the defe£ls which required it ? 

But this was a point always much caficr recom- 
mended by publick inftruftors, than fhewn how 
to be put in practice ; and therefore others, who 
equally fought the reformatfon of rnankind, ob- 
ferving that this direft road which led to it was 
guarded on all fides by felf-love, and confequently 
very difficult to open accefs, foon found out, that 
a different and more artful eburfe was rcquiGtc, 
as they had not ftrength to remove this flattering 
paffion which flood in their way, and blocked up 
all the paffages to the heart, they endeavoured, 
by ftratagem, to get beyond it, and by a IkiJful 
uddrefs, if poffible, to deceive it. This gave rife 
to the early manner of conveying their inftrudli- 
ons, in parables, fables, and fuch fort of indireft 
applications, which, though they could not con- 
quer this pnnciple of fell-love, yet often laid it 
adeep, or at leaft over-rcached it for a few mo- 
ments, till a juft judgment could be procured. 

The jirophet Nathan feents to have been a 
great mafler in this way of addrefs. David had 
greatly difplcafcd God, by two grievous fins 
which he had" committed ; and the prophet^s 
commtrfion W'as, to go and bring him to a con- 
vi£l;ion of them, and touch his^ieart with a fenfr 
of guilt for what he had doneVagainft the honour 
and life of Uriah. 


The 
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The Holy man knew, that was ^ it any one’s 
cafe but iJavid’s own, no man would have been 
fo qukkrfighted in difeerning the nature of the 
injury,-*-— more ready to have redrefled it, or 
w'ho would have felt more compaflion for the 
party who had fuffered it, than he bimfelf; 

Inftcad, therefore, of declaring the real 
tendon of his errand, by a direei accufation and 
reproof for the crimes he had committed; he 
comes to him with a fiftitious complaint, of a 
Ciixiil a£tof iujuilice done by another ; and accord- 
ingly he frames a cafe, not fo parallel to Da vid^s 
as he fuppofed uTould awaken his fufpicion, and 
prevent a patient and candid hearing ; and yet not 
fo void of refcmblance in the main circumftan** 
ces, as to fail of Ariking him, when ihewn in a 
proper light. 

And Nathati came and faid unto him, There 
were two men in one city, Ac one rich and 
the other poor — the rich man had exceeding 
** many fiocks and herds, but the poor man had 
nothing favc one little ewe lamb, which he 
had bought arid nourilhed upland it grew up 
** together with hina and with his children— -it 
did cat of his own meat, and drank of his own 
cup, and lay in his bofom» and was unto hinv 
as a daughter— and there came a traveller 
unto the rich man, and he (pared to take of hi& 
** own flock and of his own herd to drefs for the 
** way-faring man that was come unto him, but 
took the poor man’s lamb, and diefled it for 
the man that was come unto him.” 

The cafe was drawn up with great judgment 

,and beauty, rfho^fe^'eral ijiinute circumftanccs 

which heigh tenec^ the injury, truly affe^ling, — 

and fo ftrongly urged, fhat it would have been 
* VoL. IV. F * impofTibte 
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iinpoffiblc for any man, with a previous fodfe of 
guilt upon his mind, to have defended himfelf 
from fome degree of remorfe, which it muft nar 
turalljr have excited. 

The ftoij, though it fpoke only of the injuftice 
and oppremvc a£J: of another man,— yet it point- 
ed to what he had lately done himfclf* with all 
the circumftanccs of its aggravation: — — and 
withal, the whole was fo tenderly ^ add reded to 
the heart and paiTtons, as to kindle^ at once, the 
utmoft horror and indignation. And fo it diti, — 
but not againft the proper perfon. In his trant- 

port, he forgot himfclf ; his anger greatly 

kindled againft the man,-— and he faid unto 
Nathan, ** As the Lord liveth^ the man that 
** hath done this thing, fhall furely die 5 and 

he fliall reflorc the lamb fourfold, becaufe he 
“ did this thing, and becaufe he had no pity/* 

It can fcarce be doubted here, but that David’s 
anger was rcaly and that be was, what he ap- 
peared to be, greatly provoked and exafperated 
againft the offender : and, indeed, his fcntence 
againft him proves he was fo above meafure. 
For, to punifti the man with death, and oblige 
him to reftore fourfold befides, was highly une- 
vfuitable, and not only difproportioned to the of- 
fence, but far above the utraoil rigour and feve- 
rity of the law, which allowed a much foftcr 
atonement, requiring, in fuch a cafe, no more 
than an ample reftitution and rccompencc in kind. 
The judgment, however j feems to have been 
truly* finccrc and w'elUmeant, and befpoke rather 
the noni^.ft raflinefs of an unfufpicious judge than 
die cool determination of a canfoious and guilty 
man, who knew he WiPis going to pafs fentei;tcc 
uponhimfelf. " . ' .j*/ 

I ta^ 
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I tkk<r tiotite of this particular, bceaufe it pla- 
ces this inftsmce of j^lf^dccctt, which i$ tlie fubi*- 
of the difcourfe^ in the ftrongeft and 
fully demonftrates the truth of a faii in ,thi3 grcnc 
man, which happens every day among omt&lvetf, 
namely, that a man may be guilty ^ very bad 
and diihoneft adions, and yet refloft fodittk, or 
fo partially, upon what he has done, as to keep 
his confcience free, not only from guilt, but even 
the remoteft fufpicions that he is the man which 
in 4:ruth he is, and what the tenor and evidence 
of his life demonllratc. If we look into the world 
— David’s is no uncommon cafe; — we fee fome 
one or other' perpetually copying this bad original', 
fitting hi judgment upon himfclf,~hearmg his 
own caufe, and not knowing, what he is doing ; 
hafty in paffing fentenccfi and even executing it 
too with wrath upon the perfon of another, W'hen 
m the language of the prophet, cme might fay Co 
him with jiittice, Thou art the man.” 

Of the many revengeful, covetous,; falfe, and 
ill-natured perfons which ive complain of in the 
world, though wc all join in the cry againft them, 
what man amongft us fingtesout himfelf as a crir 
minal, or ever once takes it into his head that h® 
adds to the number? — or where is there a man fo 
bad, who would not think it the hardeil and muft 
unfair imputation to have any of thofe particular 
vices laid to his charge ? 

If he has the fymptoms never fo ftrong upon 
him, which he would pronounce infallible in an* 
other, they are indications of no fuch malady in 
himfelf — He fees, what no one elfe fees, fome fe- 
, cret and flattering- circumftanccs in his favour, 
which, no doubt,, make a wide difference betwixt 
bis cafe and the party’s ^hich he condemns. 

Fa ■ ‘ Wlut 
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What other man fpcaks fo often and Vehc- 
fnently- againfl the vice of gridci fets the weak- 
nefs of^it in a more odious light, or is more hurt 
•with it in another, than the proud man himfelf ? 
It the fame with the palTipnate, the dcfigning^ 
the ambitious, and feme other common charac- 
ters in life j and being a confcqucnce of the na- 
ture of /uch vices, and alipoft infcparable from 
them, the effects of it are generally fo grofs andi 
abfurd, that where pity docs not forbid, ^tis plea- 
funt to obferve and trace the cheat through.the 
feveral turnings and windings of the heart, and 
deteft it through all the lhapes and appearances 
which it puts on. 

Next to thefe inftances of felf-deceit, and utter 
ignorance of our true difpofition and charadfar, 
which appears in not fcci<5g that in ourfclves which 
fhocks us in another man; there is another fpecics 
ilill more dangerous and dclufive, and which the 
more guarded perpetually fall into, from the judg- 
ments they make of difierent vices, according to 
ihcir age and complexion, and the v,!rious ebbs 
and flows of their paflions and dcfirt s. 

To conceive let any man look into his 

own heart, and obferve in how different a ilcgiec 
of dtteflatkm numbers of actions ftand there, 
though equally bad and vicious in themfelves ; 
he will foon find, that iuch ot them as ftrong m- 
clinatlon or cuflom has promptc.". him to commit, 
are generally tlrefTcd out, and painted with all the 
falfe beauties wlih'li a foft and flattering hand can 
give them ; and that the others, to which he feels 
no pfopenfity, appear at once naked and deform- 
ed, furromided wdth all, the true ciixumflances of , 
their follv and dithonour. ** 


Wheu 
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Wlien David furprifcd Saul fle«ping in the 
e^ive, and cut ofF the tkirt of his robe, we read,. 
His heart fmotc him for what he had done :-~— 
$irange, it fmotc him not in this matter of IT- 
riah, where it had fo much ftronger rcafon ter 

take the alarm ! — A whole year had almoft 

pafTed, from the firft commilEon of this ihjufticCi^. 
to the time the prophet was fent to reprove him ; 
—and we read not once of any remold or com- 
|>un£tion of heart for what he had done ; and it 
is not to be doubted, had the fame prophet met 
him when he w^as returning up out of the cavb, — 
and told him, that, ferupuious and confeietitious 
as he then feemed, and thought himfelf to be, thsit 
he was deceiving himfcif, and was capable of .com- 
mitting the foiilcft and moft dilhonoura^ic ac- 
tions ; — that he ihould one day murder a faithful 
and VI vvdianr fervant, w^hom he ought in justice 
to have loved and honoured j — that he mould> 
w ithout pity, liril wound him in the tendereft 
part, by taking aw^ay his dcarWl poiTefljoti, — ^and 
ihen uninerci fully and treacheroufly rob‘ him of 
his life. — Had Nathan, in a prophetic fpirit, fore-' 
told to ITvuid that he was capable of this, and 
that herflioukl one day aftiaally do it, and from 
no otiier motive but the momentary gratification 
of a bafe and unworthy palBon, he would have 
received the prediftion with horror, and laid, pof- 
fibly, with Hazacl uj.»on jutt fuch another occa— 
firm, and witli the fame ignorance of himfelf,— 
Wkat ^ is A>y fi'fvafit a ^j( that he JhduM dp this 
p'eat thhig P And yet, in likelihood, at that very 
time there wanted nothing but the fame degree 
of temptation, and the fame opportunity, to in- 
duce him to the fm which afteiw^aids overcame 


TSus 
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Thus the cafe ffauds with us ftill. When the 
paffioiia are warmed, and the fin which prcfents 
itfelf exaAly tallies to the defire, obferve how 
impetuoully a man will rufli into it, and aft a* 
gainft all principles of honour, juftice, and mer* 
cy. — ^Talk to him the moment after upon the na-» 
ture of another vice to which he is not addifted, 
and from wdiich, pcrhaj)s, his age, his temper, or 
rank in life fccure him ; take notice, how well he 
reafons, — with what equity he determines,— what 
an honeft indignation and fliarpnefs he exprdles 
againft it, and how infcnfibly his anger kindles a* 
gain 11 the man who hath done this thing* 

Thus are we nice in grains and ferupJes, — but 
knaves in matters of a pound weight -every day 
draining at gnats, yet fvt^allowing camels *, — mi- 
fcrably cheating ourfclvea, and torturing our rca-- 
foil to bring us in fuch a report of the fin as fuits 
the prefent appetite and inclination. 

Mod of us are aw^are of, and pretend to deteft 
the barefaced in dances of that hypocrify by which 
men deceive others j but few of ns are uiion our 
guard to fee that more fatal hypocrify by w^hich 
wc deceive and over-rcach our owm hearts. It is 
a flattering and dangerous didemper, which ^has 
undone thoiifands ; — wc bring the feeds of it a- 
loug with us into the world, — they infenfibly grow 
lip wirh us from our childhooil, — they ly long 
concealed and undidurbed, and have generally 
got fath deep coot in our natures by^the time we 
are come to years of underftanding and refledlion,, 
that it requires all we have got to defend our- 
fclvcs from their cfFefts. 

’To mak& the cafe dill worfj on our fidcs, ’tis 
with this as with every grievous tliftemper of the 
ijody^ — tjic remedies arc* dangerous and doubtful, 

ia 
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in propaitlon to our miftakoi and ignorance of 
the cattle ; for in the mftanccs of felf-»deceit, 
though the head is fick> and the whole heart 
faint, the patient feldom knows what he ails • 
of aH the things we know and learn, this necd*^ 
fary knowledge comes to us the laft. 

Upon what principles it happens thus, I have 
endeavoured to lay open in the firft part of this 
difeourfe ; which I conclude with a ferious exhor- 
tation to Rruggle againft them ; which we can 
only hope to do, by converfing more and oftener 
witn ourielves, than the bufinefs and diverfions of 
the woild generally give us leave. 

We have a chain of thoughts, defires, engage* 
merits and idlenefles, which perpetually return 

upon us in their proper time and order ^let us, 

1 befeech you, aflign and fet apart fome fmall 
portion of the rfay for this purpofe, — of retiring, 
into ourfelvcs, and fcarching into the dark cor- 
ners and recedes of the heart, ^nd taking notice 
of w^hat is pafling there. If a man can bring 
himfcif to do this talk with a curious and impar- 
tial eye, he will quickly find the fruits of it will 
more than recompenfe his time and labour- He 
will fee fevera) irregularities and unfufpefted paf- 
lions within him which he never was aware of ; 
— he will difeover in his progrefs many fecret 
turns and windings in his heart to which he was 
a (hanger, which now gradually open and difclofe 
themfclvcs to him upon a nearer view*^ ; in thefe 
labyrinths he will trace out fuch bidden fprings 
and motives for many of his moll applauded ac- 
tions, as will make him rather forry, and alhamed 
of himfelf, than^pipud. 

* In a word, he, will underftand his errors^ and 
then fee the aeccIBty, with David, of imploring 

Goj> 



6i SERMON l\r. 

God to cleanfe him from hi« fecret 
With fomc hope and coididence to fay^ with jihis 
great man after his conviclion — Try^me, O 
** God ! and feck the ground of my heart,— 
^ prove me, and eiiamme my thoughts, — look 
well if there be any way of wieketlnefe in 
and lead me in the cverlafting*” 


NoW| to God the Fathej^ isfc*. 


SERMON 
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*T H B 

CASE OF ELIJAH, 

AND THE 

WIDOW OF ZAREPHATH, 
Confidered. 

A CHARITY SERMON* 



ADVERTISEMENT. 


'"T^HIS Sermon, ■with the following De- 
•*’ dication to the Lord Biftxop of Car- 
Vijlet then Dean of Tork^ was printed fome 
Years ago, but was read by very few j it is 
therefore reprinted in this Collection. 



TO THE 


VERY REVEREND 
RICHARD OSBALDESTOK, D. D. 
Dean of York. 


Sir, 

T HAVE taken the liberty to inferibe this 
A difeourfe to you, in teO-imony of the 
great refpeft which I owe to your character 
in general ; and from a fenfe of what is due 
to it in particular from every member of the 
Chunb of TORE. 

I WISH I had as good a reafon for doing 
that, which has given me the opportunity 
of making fo publick and juft an acknow- 
ledgment ; being afraid there can be little 
left to be faid upon the fubjeft of Charity^ 
which has not been often thought, and 
much better exprelTed, by many who bavc 
gone before : ad^-Tudeed it feems fo beaten 
and common a path, that it is not an eafy 

matter 
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matter for a new-comer to diftinguiih him- 
felf in it, by any thing, except the novelty 
of h^ Vehicle, , 

1 BEG, however. Sir, your kind accept- 
ance of it, and of the motives which have 
induced me to addrcfs it to you ; one of 
which, I Cannot conceal injuftice to myfelf, 
becaufc it h^s proceeded from the fenfe of 
many favours and civilities which I have re- 
ceived from you. I am. 


Reverend Sir, 


Your moft obliged, 
and faithful 


humble Servant, 


Laurence Sterne. 
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I Kings xvii. i6. , 

the han\'i of meal mmjied noi^ neither dfJ the 
crufe of oil faify according to the nvord of ih/ 
Lordy ^ivhii'h J e [poke hy we prophet IfUjuh. 


T he words of tlic text are the rccopj of a 
toirarle wrought in behalf of the v idow 
of Zaref'hath, who had charitably tal oo Ibba.h 
under bi( r louf, and ndminifteted unto him Iii a 
time I if great fcardty and cliftreEj- I'heie i.-? 
ibmething vcjy intcrelling and afreclionate in tVo 
n'.<inn(*r this flory is related in holy waa’t : an.d as 
it concludes wiih a fteond fl;ll more rt'n»;u‘kab‘o 
proof of Coj/s favour to the fame perlen^ in ilx 
reCtoration of b*er dead fon to life, one eanpxOi: :>rt 
conficicr both miiaclr.s ns rewards of that adl f. f 
piety, v/rought by infinite power, and kft upon 
record in fei tore, not merely as tt lHnionie,': of 
the propheds diviiie milfion, but likcwife as two 
encouraging inftaiices of God Almighty's blefiing 
upon w'orks of charity and benevolence. 

In this view^, I have made choice of thk piece 
of facred flory, *w^ich I fliall beg leave to make 
ufe of as the grtmnd-work for an exhoitation to 
VoL. IV. ‘G diarity 
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charity in general : and that it may better anfwer 
the particular purpofe of this folcmnity, I will' en- 
deavour to enlarge upon it with fuch refle^kiohs, 
as, I truft in Go»^ will excite fome fentirnents 
of compaffion which may be profitable to fo pious 
a defign. 

Elijah had fled from two dreadful the ap- 
proach of a famine, and the pcrfe'cutimi of Ahab, 
an enraged enemy : and, in obedience to the 
command of Goo, had hid himfelf by the brook 
Cherlth, that is before Jordan. In this fafe and 
peaceful folitude, blelfed with daily marks of 
God^s providence, the holy man dwelt free, both 
from the cares and glories of the world : by mira- 
culous impulfc, the ravens brought him bread and 
Jl(Jh in the mornings and bread and jlejh in the even^ 
itigy and he drank of the brpok ; till by continuance 
of drought, (the windows of heaven being fhut 
up in^ thofe days for three years and fix months, 
which was the natural caufe like wife of the fa- 
mine), it came to pafs after a while, that the 
brook, the great fountain of his fupport, dried up ; 
and he is again dire£i:cd by the word of the Lord 
where to betake himfelf for ihclter. He is com- 
manded to arife and go to Zarephath, which be- 
longcth to Zidon, with an alFurance that he had 
difpofed the heart of a widow- woman there to 
fufiain him. 

The prophet folIow's the call of bis Goo : — the 
fame hand which brought him to the gate of the 
city, had led al^o the poor widow out of her doors, 
opprefied with forrow. She had come forth upon 
a melancholy errand, to make preparation to eat 
her laft meal, and fliare it wfth her child. 

No, doubt, fhe had long Venced againft this 
tragical event, with all the thrifty management 

which 
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which felf-pre{crvatJon anci parental love cbuW in- 
fpirc j iful], no doubt, of cares, and many lender 
apprehenfions, left her tender ftock ftipulil . fail 
them beforp the return of plenty. 

But as flie was a widow, having loft the only 
faithful friend who would be/1: have affifted her in 
this virtuoim ftruggle, the prefent nec^^ffity cd the 
times at length overcame her > and fhc was jiift 
falling down an eafy prey to it, when Elijah came 
to the place where Hie w'^as. And he called unto 
hcr^'and fiud^ Fctih 1 pra^^ thcc^ a iiith 
Ur /n a vejfcl that I may dnnh^ ‘ And fhe 
^oirg to fetch he called unto her^ and fwd^ 

me^ 1 pray thecj a tnorjel of bread in thine hand^ 
Ami fir Jaid^ As the Lord iby God Hvcth^ I have 
net a cahy tut a handful ^ meal in a barrely and d 
little ml in a crufcy and behold I nrn gathering fivo 
Jlicksy that I may go and drefs it fir me and my fin j 
that we may etii it and die. And Elijah fiiu unto 
hety Fear noiy but gOy and do as thou hajl faid ; 
hut make me therefore a Utile cake firfy and bring it 
unto mfy and after make for thee and for thy fin. 
For thus faith the Lord God of Jfraely Fhc barrel 
of meal Jtoall not Wificy neither fball the crufi of' oil 
fiily until the day that the Lord findeth rain upon 
the earth. 

True charity is always unwilling to find e'c- 
cuf:3 — elfe here was a fair opportunity of plead- 
ing many: fne might have infiiled over again upon 
her fituation, which neceflarily tied up ]^er liands-, 

/he might have urged the unreafonahlcncfs of 

the requeft; that /he was reduced to the low- 

ed extremity already; and that it wms contrary to 
•^‘u/tice, and the ftrlji^aw of nature, to rob herfelf 
and child of theiflaf^ mptfel, and give it to a 
ftranger. ^ . 

' G 2 ^ But, 
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But, in generous fpirits,. compaflion is fow- 
ttmes more than a balance for fclf-prefcrvatibn. 
For, as God certainlj^ intcrwovie that friendly 
foftnLfs in our nature, to be a check upon too great 
a propenfity towards fclf-love~fo it feemed to 
cjperate here. — J^or it is obfervablc, that, though 
the prophet backed bis requeft with |J:ic promife 
of an immediate recom pence, in multiplying her 
ftock j yet it is not evident fhe was influenced at 
all by that temptation. For if Arc had, doubt- 
lek it mufl have wrought fuch a niixtiire of felf- 
intereft into the motive of her compliance, as mail 
greatly h;n^e allayed the merit of the a£lion. But: 
this, i fay, does not appear, but rather the con- 
trary, from the refictflion fiie makes upon the 
wh in the laft verfe of the chapter. Non* iv 
this / knjw thou art a man of God^ and that 
the ^ord of the Lord in thx niouih is truths 

IkfKk'S, as Ihe was an inhabitant of Zarephathj^ 
(or, :‘S it is called by St. Luke, Sarepta, fiibjeft 
to Sidon, the metropolis of rhcnicia, without 
the bounds of Go j>*s people,) flie had been brought 
up in grofs darknefs and idolatry, in utter igno- 
rance of the Lord God of Ifrael: or, if ftie had 
heard of liis n-nne, which is all that feems pro- 
bahir, »hc h/d bzr.i taught to difbclitve the migh- 
ty wonders ef Ins hand, and was ftill kfs likely to 
belie u* h;s prophet. 

]M( lender, ihe might argue, if this man, by 
Ionic kcict ni\rtcry of his own, or thiough the 
power of his <.:jod, is able to procure fo prelei- 
narural a in] -ply k.T me, whence comes it to pafs, 
that he now Hands in waul himfclf, opprefl'cd both 
with luingcr and thiiA? \ * 

It appears therefore, that Ihe mud have been 
yrought opr^n ]'v .\n unmixed piinciple of buma- 

nitv. 
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Xixty ,^ — She looked upon him as a fcllow-part- 
ner aJmoft in the fame afBiftion with-hcrfelf. — 
She confidered he had come a weary pilgrimage, 
in a fultrjf dimate, through an exhaufted country, 
where neither bread or water were to be had, but 
by aflis of liberality.— That he had come an un- 
known traveller; and as a hard heart never wants 
a pretence, that this circumftance, which fliould 
rather have befriended, might have helped to 
opprefshim. — She confidered, (for charity is ever 
fruitful in kind reafons,) that he 'was now far from 
his own country, and had ftrayed out of the reach 
of the tender offices of fome one who affecfiion-* 
ately mourned his abfence — her heart was touch- 
ed with pity, She turned in filence,^ and nvefit 

eifid dJd according as he had faid* And hehM^ both 
Jhcy and he^ and her houfe did eat many days; or, 
as in the margin, one whole year. And the bar-- 
rel of meal wajled noi^ neither did the crufe o/* 
oil fail^ until the day that God Je^'t rain upon the 
earth, * 

Though it may not feem neceflary to raife con- 
jeftures here upon this event/ yet it is natural to 
fuppofe, the danger of the famine being thus un- 
expeftedly got over, that the mother began to 
look hopefully forwards upon the reft of her daysr 
There were many widows in Ifrael at that time, 
when the heavens were finit up for three years and 
fix months ; yet, .as St. Luke obferves, to none of 
them •ivas the prophet feni^ fave to this widow rf 
Sarepia, 111 all likelihood, fhe would not lu* the 
laft in making the fame obfervation, and drawing 
from it fame flattering conclufion in favour of her 

fon. Many a parent would build high upon a 

• w^oife foundatiory.-rsA-** Since the God of Ifrael 
has thus fent hft own meCenger to UvS in our 
G 3 * . diltreis,, 
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diftrcfsy^ to pafe hy (b lUaay. lioufes of liiii 
people, and Hop at mine, to feve it in fo’miia^ 
iralous a manner fiom deftrn£iionf, doubtlefs 
i,s but an earneft pf his future kind inten* 
t^oiis JO t’s; at leaft, his gopdnefs has decreed to 
eo/aA>rt a)y old age by the long life and health 

oi m/ion: hut perhaps he has fomething 

:^ic^iter dill in floro for him, and I fliall live to 
fee* the lame hand hereafter croivn his head with 
or y jLtul honour.” We may naturally fuppofe 
her innocently carried away with fuch thoughts, 
when fhe is called back by an unexpedlcd difem* 
per which furprifes herfon, and, in one moment, 

brings {town all her h(^)cs his Jti kfiefi was 

Jo j'^orcy that there was fw breath left in him . — 

I'he cxptJiluhuions of irnnaoderate grief arc 
feklom jufh — I or though Elijah had already pre- 
Jerved licr foil, as well as herfelf, from immediate 
tleath, and was the laft caufe to be fufpe£lcd of 
fo fadi an accident ; yet the paflionatc mother, in 
the fil'd trarifpi^rt,' chaiknges him as the author 

of her misfortimes \ ^as if he had brought 

down for row up^ a houfei which had lo hofpi- 
tably Ihclttrred hij'n. The prophet was too full 
of companion, to make reply to fo unkind an 
accufatioii. lie takes the dead child out cf his 
mothers bofoniy and laid him upon his own hed : 
and he cried unto the J^ord^ and Jatd^ O Lord my 
God! hajl thou trou^hi' evil upon the widow with 
whom I j\journ^ by Jl (tying her fin F ‘Ms this the 
“ rcv% ^rd of aU her charity and g?jcdntfs? thou 
“ had before this robbed her of a dear partner 
“ of all her joys and all her cares j and now that 
“ fhe is a widow, aad has mod rcafon to expert 
thj^prote^lion ; behold, fhj>u» haft withdrawn « 
her lad prop: thou haft taken away her child, 
tjb^^OJiIy ftay die had* to reft om” — Aad Elijah 

cried 
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cried unto G&dy a$id faidi G Lofd my GW, I j^ray 
thse^ let this ehilfPs foul eome into him e^cin* 

Tlae prayer vrzs urgent, and befpofec the di- 
ftrefs 'of a humane mind, deeply fuffering in the 

misfortunes of another 5 ^moreover his heart 

was rent with other paffions.~He was zealous for 
the name and honour of his Goo, and thought 
not CHily his omnipotence, but his gloriQUs attri- 
bute of mercy concerned irf the event ; for, oh ! 
with what tiiumph would the prophets of Baal 
retort his own bitter taunt, and fay, his God tuns 
either talking^ or he was purfutngy or was iff a 
journey ; or peradveniure he jiept^ and Jhould have 
been awaked.-^lit was moreover involved in the 

fuccefs of his prayer himfelf honeft minds 

are moft hurt by fcandal. And he was afraid, 

kfl fo foul a one, fo unworthy of his charafter;* 
might arife among the 'Heathen, who would re- 
port with plcafurc, ‘‘ Lo, the widow of Zarephath 
took the meflenger of the God of Ifrael under 
“ her roof, and kindly enterrafned him, and fee 
how (lie is rewarded ! furely the prophet was 
ungrateful, he wanted power, or v;hat is worfe, 
“ he wanted pity 

Befidcs all this, he pleaded not only the caufe 
of the widow y it was the caufe of charity itfelf, 
which had received a deep wound already, and 
would fufler flill more, ftiould God deny it this 
teltimoiiy of his favour. So the Lord hearhaied 
unto the voice of Iifijah\ and the foul of the child 
came into him again ^ and he revived, jind Elijah 
took the child j and brought him dawn out of the 
chamber into the houfe^ and delivered him unto his 
mother ; and Elijah f aid y SeCy thy Jon ilveth. 

» It would be a f^epiure to a gooti mind, to flop 
here a moment, and figure to itfelf the pifliure 

of 
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of fo joyful an ovept-— To behoWji on one b^<!, 
tji€ raptures of the parent, overcome with 
prize and gratitude, and imagine how a fiijddeii 
ftroke of fuch impetuous joy, muft operate' cm a 
defpairing countenance, long accuftotncd to fad- 
nefs, — ^To conceive, on the other fide of the 
fhce^ tfee holy man approaching with the child 
in his afHi5--full of honeft triumph in his looks, 
but fwcetened with all the kind fympatby which a 
gentle nature could overflow with upon fo happy 
an event. It is a fubjeft one might recommend 
to the pencil of a great genius, and would -even 
aflFord matter for defeription here; but that it 
would lead us too far from the particular purpofe, 
for which I have enlarged upon thus much of the 
ftory already; the chfof defign of which is to il- 
luitrate by a faft, what is evident both in reafon 
and feripture, that a charitable and good ailion is 
feldom caft away, but that even in this life, it is 
more than probable, that what is fo fcattered, foall 
be gathered again with increafe. Caji thy hrtad 
upon the nvaters^ md thou Jhalt find it after many 
days, ‘ Be as a father unto the fatherJefsy and in-- 
fimd of a hujhand unto their mother : fo fijalt thou 
he as the Son of the Mofi High, and he will love 
thee more than thy mother doth. Be mindful of good 
turns, for thou hiowefi not what evil fijall come upon 
the earth ; and when thou fallcfi thou Jhalt find a fiay. 
It fijall prefiTve thee from all ajfliciion, and fight for 
thee againfl thy enemies, btiUr than a mighty fijield 
and a firong fpear. 

The great inftability of temporal affairs, and 
conftanr fluCluation of every thing in this M Otld, 
afl’ord perpetual occafic)ns o| taking refuge in fuch 
alecurity. \ " 

What. 
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^WTiat by fuccellive mi$forti3H€S f fay ;£aUing§ 
a«4 crbfs accidents in trade % by mifcarriage ai 
projefts what fay unfuitable expences oipar ents, 
extravagance of thildrcn, and the many other 
fecrct ways w^hereby riches themfelvea 

wdng$ and flyaway; fo many fiwy^rifing revolo- 
tions <lb every day nappen in families, that it may 
not feem ftrange to fay, that the pofterity of fome 
of the mofl liberal contributors here, in tlije 
changes w^hicli one century may produce, may 
poffitdy find flielter under this very flant which 
they now fo kindly water. Nay, fo quickly 
fometimes has the wheel turned round, that inaliy 
a man has lived to enjoy the benefit of, that cha* 
litv which his owm piety projc£ted# , ^ 

but, befides this, and exclufive of the right 
which Gon’s promife gives it to proteQ:ion here- 
after, charity and benevolence, in the ordinary 
chain of efiebbs^ have a natural and more tinmen 
diatc tendency in themfelves, torefeue a man from 
the accidents of the world, by foftening the hearts, 
and winning every maifs wifhes to its intcreft* 
When a compaflionatc man falls, who "would 
not pity him ? who, that had power to do it, 
would not befriend and raife him up ? or could the 
moil barbarous temper offer an infult to his di- 
flrefs, without pain and reluclance ? fo that k is 
almofl a wonder that covetoufnefs, even in fpite 
of itfelf, does not fometimes argue a man into 
charity, by its own principle of looking forwards, 
and the firm cxpetlaticn it would ilelight in of 
receiving its own again with ufury.— *So evident 
is it in the courfc of God’s providence, and the 
^natural ftrearn of, things, that a good otHce, one 
time or other, generally meets with a reward. — 
Generally, did 1 fay--' — ^faow can it ever fail? — 

when, 
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wKm, bcfidcs all large a ’^re of the re- 

<;omp€ftce is fo infcpstrablc levcn from the aElion " 
itfeif, Aik the whb hu a teat of tenderhefe 
always rcsrcjy to fliied over the unfortunate ; who, 
withal, is ready to diftribiite, and willing to com- 
mxmicatc ; aflc him, jf the beft things which wits 
have faid of pleafure, hare expreffed what he'has 
felt, when, by a feafonable kindtiefs, he has wad^ 
^'he heart of the ^ividow fing for joy* Mark then 
the citprelTions of unutterable pleafure and* har- 
mony in his looks; and fay, whether SolcvnOn 
has not .fiated the point of true enjoyment in the 
right place, when he declares, that he knew no 
** good there was in any of the riches or honours 
“ of this world, but fir a man to do good with them 
** in his lifi^^ Nor was it without reafon he 
made this judgment.-— Dbubtlefs he had found 
and feen the ihfutHciency of all fenfual pleafures ; 
how unable to fumilh' either a rational or a lafting 
feheme of happinefs ; how foon the beft of them 
vaniflied ; the lefs exceptionable in vanity, but the 
guilty both in vanity and vexation of fpirtt, . But 
that this was of fo pure and refined a nature; it 
buri^ed without confuming; it was figuratively 
ihf widows parrel of meal which wafim ttoty and 
ctufe of oil which never failed* 

, it IS an eafy matter to add weight to the 
teftimony of the wifef man^ upon the pleafure of 
doing ^ood; or el fe the evidence of the philofo- 
pher Lpicurue is very remarkable, whole word 
in this matter is the more to be truited, becaufe a 
profeffed fenfualifl- ; who, amidft all the delica* 
des and improvements of pleafure, wlrich a luxu- 
riant fancy might Itrike .dut, maintained,, 
that the beft: way of enlarging human ha ppmcYs, 
tvas, by a communication of it to otheirs/' 

And 
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And if ,it hem^ or there was Hm<i 

to r^ne upon ; tUs'iloSniie^ one might fttithar 
m^mtain^ es^elnfiye of the happinefs i^nicb the 
mind itfcif fcela in the exertm df tlife Virtne, 
that the yery , body of man i« ncter in 'a better 
ftate than when he is moft inclined to do good 
offices : — that as nothing more contributes to 
health than a benevolence of temperi fo nothing 
generally was a ftronger indication of it. 

And what feems to confirm this opinion, is ai^ 
obfervation, the truth of which muft be fubihit-.^ 
ted to every one’s rcfle£lion — namely—that a dif* 
inclination and backwardnefs to do good, is of- 
ten attended, if not produced, by an indifpofi- 
tion of the animal as well as rational part of us 
— fo naturally do the foul and body, as in other 
cafes fo in tins, mutually befriend, or prey upon 
each other. And indeed, fetting afide all abftru-. 
fer reafoning upon the point, I c.ninot conceive, 
but that the very rmchamcnl moti&frs^ which main- 
tain life, ntuft be performed with more equal vi- 
gour and freedom in that man, whom a great and 
good foul perpetually inclines to {hew mercy' to 
the mifcrablc, than they can be in a poor, fordid, 
felfifli wretch, wbofe little, contrafled heart, 
meltsidit no man’s afBiftion 5 but fits brooding fo 
intently over its own plots and concerns, as to fee 
and feel nothing ; and, in truth, enjoy nothing 
beyond himfclf : and of w^hom one may fay what 
that great mailer of nature has, fpeaking of a na- 
tural fenfc of harmony, which I think, with inor^ 
jullice, may be faidof comjaffion, that the man 
who had it not,~- 

** Ifas Jit for tr^afahy firhtapems andjfoih 
“ 27^ Motions his JpirHs are dult as ^ 
nl^bt f 


And 
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** And his affeBimt aslLiiUi^xisx ‘‘ 

— Let no fuch m&it hHrufiedP^ 

What divines fay of iSie mind, naturalifts have 
obfcrved of the body ; that there is no paflion fo 
natural to it as love, which is the principle of do- 
ing good \ — and though in fiances like this juft 
mentioned, feem far from being proofs of it, yet 
it is not to be doubted, but that every hard-heart- 
ed man has felt much inward oppofition before he 
could prevail upon himfelf to do aught to fix and 
deferve the charafter : and that what we<fay of 
long habits of vice, that they are hard to l>e fub- 
dued, may with equal truth be faid concerning 
the natural impreffionsof henevoleaice, that a man 
muft do much violence to himfelf, and fuffer ma- 
ny a painful ftruggle before he can tear away lb 
great and noble a part of his nature. — Of this, an- 
tiquity has preftrved a beautiful inftance in an 
anecdote of Alexander, the tyrant of Pheres, 
■v^ho, though he had fo induftrioufly hardened hi j 
heart, as to feem to take delight in cruelty, info- 
much as to murder many of his fubjeefs every day, 
without caufc and without pity ; yet, at the bare 
reprefentation of a tragedy which related the mii- 
forrimes of Hecuba and Anvlromache, he was fo 
touclicd n itli the fictitious <liOrefs which poet 
had wrought up in it, that he burft out into a 
flood of tears, '^fhe explication of which incon- 
liftency is eafy, and cafts as great a lullre upon 
human nature, as the man himfelf was a difgracc 
to it. The cafe feems to have been this : in 
life he had been blinded with paffidns, and 
thoughtlefly hurried on by intereft or refentment : 
— but here, there was no roon\ for motives of thet 
kind : fo that his atte;ntion being firft caught hold ’ 
of, and all his vices hid afleep \ — then Nature 
awokj^ in triumph, and flicwcd how deeply ftie 
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had fown the feeds of eompaffion in emy man’s 
brcaft; when tyrants, with vices the moftiit enmi- 
ty with it, were not aWc entirely to root it out. 

But this is painting an amiable virtue, and fet- 
ting her off, with fliatfes which wickcdncfs lends 
us, vt^hen one might fafely truftto the force of her 
own natural charms, and aOc, whether any thing 
under Heaven, in its own nature, is more lovely 
and engaging ?~To illuftrate this the more, let 
us turn our thoughts within ourfelves j and for a 
moment, let aiiy number of us here imagine our- 
felves at this inftant engaged in drawing the mofl 
p c r f c 61 a n d am i a bl e ch a rafter , lu ch as , acco rd i n g 
to our conceptions of the Deity, we (liottki think 
moft acceptable to him, and moft likely be 
univerfally admired by all mankind*-— d appf^:r] fo 
your own thoughts, whether the fi ill idea which 
otlcred itfelf to moll of our imaginations, would 
not be that of a compallion^e bcncfaftor, fti .fell- 
ing forth his hand to raifeup the heljdefs orphan ? 
Whatever other virtues we Ihould give our hero, 
wc ihould all agiee in making him a generous 
friend, who thought the opporrnnitits of doing 
good to be the only charm of his prolperity ; v-e 
fliouid paint *him like the fH'almiil's riwr God 
overflowing the tbirlly parts of the earth, that he 
might enrich them, carrying plenty and ghulnefs 
along with him. If this was not uiificient, and 
wc were flill defirous of adding a farther degicc 
of perfcftion to fo great a chafatter 5 we ihonld 
endeavour to think of fome one, if human nature 
could furnilli fuch a pattern, who, if occafion ic- 
quired, was willing, to undergo all kinds of 
tion, to facrific*e himfclf, to for|;et Jiis dcaKll 
intercfls, and even lay down his life for the good 
of mankind — And here— O merciful Saviour ! 
VoL. IV. H how 
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how would the bright original of thy unbouindcd 
goodnefs break in upon our hearts ? Thou nvho be^- 
tdmejl pooTy that . *me might he rich — though Lord 
of All this world, yet hadji not where to lay thy 

head.— And though equd in power and gloiytd 

the great God of Natuke, yet wadej! thyfeffj>f 
m reputation j toohjl upon thee the form of a fervmt; 
— ^fubmitting thyfelf, without opening thy mouth, 
to all the indignities which a thanklefs and un-- 
difcerning people could offer ; and at length, to 
accomplilh our falration, hecameji obedient mto 
deaths fuffering thyfclf, as on this day, ^ to he 
led lile a lamb to the faughier / 

The eonfiderationof this ftupendoius inftanccof 
compaffion in the Son of God, is the moft unan- 
fwcrable appeal that can be made to the heart of 
man, for the reafonablcnefs of it in himfelf.— -It 
is the gieat argument which the apoflles ufe in 
almoft all tlieir exhortations to good works.— 
Beloved^ if Chrif fo Inwd us — the inference is un- 
avoidable 5 and gives ILrength and beauty to every 
thing clfc which can be urged upon, the fubje^i. 
And therefore I liave referved it for my laft and 
warmcfl appeal, M ith which I would gladly finifli 
liiis difeoutfe, that, at lead for their fakes for 
whom it is pleached, we might be left to the full 
impreffion of fo exalted and fo fcafonable a mo- 
tive — That by reflcAing upon tlie infinite labour 
of this day^s Iove> in the inftance of Christas 
death, we may confidcr what an immenie debt 
we owe to each other : and by calling to mind 
the amiable pattern of his life, in doing good, 
we might learn in what manijef we may beft dif- 
chafgelt. ' j , . * 

* [ Preached on Cood-Piiday, 

■ ■' Aitfd'' 
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And indeed^ of all the methods in .which a 
good mind would be willing to, do it, I believe 
tncre can be none more beneficial, or compre* 
henfive in its efFe<^s, than that for which wc are 
here met together. — ^‘Fhe proper education of poor 
children being the ground-work pf almoll every 
other kind of charity, as that which makes- every 
other fubfequent aft of" it anfwer the pious ex- 
peftation of the giver. 

Without this foundation firft laid, how much 
kindnefs in the progrefs of a benevolent man’s life 
is unavoidably caff away ? and fometimes where 
it is as fenfelefs, as the cxpofing a tender plant to 
all the inclemencies of a cruel feafon, and then 
going with forrow to take it in, when the root is 
already dead. I faid, therefore, this was the 
foundation of almoft every kind of charity,— ?ind 
might not one have added, of all policy too ? fince 
the many ill confequences which attend the want 
of it, though grievoufly felt by the parties them- 
felves, are ng Jefs fo by the community of which 
they arc members; and moreover, of all mif- 

chiefs, feem the hardeft to be redreffed. ^Info- 

mueb, that when one confiders the difloyal fe- 
duftions of Popery on one hand, and on the other, 
that no bad man, whatever he profefles, can be a 
good fubjeft, one may venture to fay, it had been 
theaper and better for the nation to have bore 
the cxpcnce of in (tilling found principles and go6<l 
morals into the ncglefted children of the lower 
fort, efpccially in fome parts of Great-Britain, 
than to be obliged, fo often as we have been 
within this laftjcerittiry, to rife up and arm our- 
fdves againll the rebellious effefts w^hich the want 
of them have brought down even to our doors. 
Aifd in faft, if we arc to truft antiquity, the truth 
"Ha ♦ of 
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of which, in this cafe, we?havc no r<afon to dif- 
pute, this matter has been looked upon of fuch 
vaft importance to the civil happinels and peace 
of a people, that fome commonwealths, the mofi: 
eminent for political wifdom, have chofe to make 
a publick concern* of it^ thinking it much fafer 
to be entrufted to the prudence of the magiftratc, 
than to the miftaken tendernefs, or natural parti- 
ality of the parent. 

It was confiftent with this, and befpokc a very, 
refined fenfe of policy in the Lacedaemonians, 
(though, by the way, I believe, different from 
what more modern politicks would have direfted 
in like circumftances) when Antipater demanded 
of them fifty children, as hoftages for thcfccurity 
of a diftant engagement, they made this brave 
and wife anfwer, They would not — they could 
mot confent : — they would rather give him 
double the number of their beft up-grown 
mcn*^— Intimating, that however they were 
diftreffed, they would cimfe any i^jconvcnience, 
rather than fuffer the lofs of their country’s edu^ 
cation and the opportunity (which if once loft 
can never be regained) of giving their youth an 
early tinflure oi religion, and bringing them up 
to a love of induftry, aud a love of the laws and 
conftitution of their country.^ — If this fliews the 
great importance of a proper education to chil^ 
dren of all ranks and conditions, what fhall we 
fay then of thofe whom the providence of God 
has placed in the very loweft lot of life, utterly 
call out of the way of knowledge, without a 
parent, — fometimes, may be, wjthout a friend to 
guide and inttruft them, but what common pity, 
and the neceffity of their fad fituation, engages : 
rtwwhcre the dangers which furround them on 
’ c every 



SERMON V. 


every fide are fo great and many, that, for one 
fortunate paflenger in life, who makes his way 
well in the world" with fuch early difadkantages 
and fo difmal a fetting out, we may reckon thou* 
fands who every day fuffer Ihipwrecfc, and are loft 
for ever- - , ^ ^ 

If there is a cafe under heaven which calls out 
aloud for the more immediate exercife of compaf- 
fion, and which may be looked upon as the com- 
pendium of all charity, furely it is this j and Fm 
perfuaded there would want nothing more to con- 
vince the greateft enemy to thefc lands of chari* 
ties that it is fo, but a bare opportunity of taking 
a nearer view of fome of the more diftrefsful ob- 
jedls of it. 

Let him go into the dwellings of the unfortu- 
nate, into fome mournful cottage, where poverty 
and affli£fcion reign together. There let him be- 
hold the difconfolate widow — fitting — fteeped in 
tears ; — thus forrowing over fbe infant, (he knows 

not how to fuccour, O rny child, thou art 

now left expofed to a wide and vicious world, 
too full of Inares and temptations for thy ten- 
dcr and unpraflifed age. Perhaps a parent’s 
love may magnify thoie dangers. — But when I 
confider thou art driven out naked into the 
** midft of them, without friends, without for- 
tune, without inftruftion, my hei^rt bleeds be- 
forehand for the evils which in«iy come upon 
** thee. God, in whom trufted, is witnefe^ 
fo low had his providence placed us, that we 
never indulged one wift to have made thee 
rich, -f-virtuous Ve would have' made thee 
** for thy father, hnjhmd^ was a and 

feared the Lord : — and though all the fruits of 
his care and induftty w’ere little, enough for our 
^ ^ H 3 fupport,, 
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fuppoTt, yet he honeftly had determined C<y 
have fpared feme portion of it, fcanty as it was^ 
^ to have placed thee hifiely in the way of know- 
ledge and inftruiiion*~not, alas ! he is gone 
‘‘ from us, never to return more, and with him 
** are fled the means of doing it : — For, behold 
the creditor is came upon to take all that we 
have.”— Grief is eloquent, and will not eafily 
be imitated. — But let the man, who is the Icaft 
friend to diftrefles of this nature, conceive fome 
difconfohtte widow uttering ‘her complaint even 
in this manner, and then let him confider, if 
there is any for row like this farrow^ wherewith the 
Lord has afflifled her ? or whether there can be 
any charity like that, of taking the child out of the 
mother*s bfom^ and refeuing her from thefe ap- 
prehenfions ? Should a Heathen, a ftranger to 
our holy religion, anil the love it teaches, mould 
he, as he journeyed y come to the place where Ihe lay, 
when hefawy would he not have compajjioft on her ? 
God forbid a Chriftian fhould this day want it ; 
or at any time look upon fuch a diftrcls, and pafs 
by on the other Jtde. 

Rather let him do as his Saviour taught him, 
bind up the wounds and pour comfort into the 
heart of one, whom the hand of Go p- has fo 
bruifed* Let him pradlife what it is, with Elijah’s 
tranfport, to fay to the afflidled widow,- ■ See, 
thy fon liveth — iiveth by my charity, and the 
bounty of this hour, to all the purpofes which 
make life deli^-eable, — to be made a good man, 
and a profitable fubjedk : on one hand, to be train- 
ed up to fuch a fenfc of hjs duty, as may fecure 
him an inteicft in the world tovcome ; and with, 
regard to this world, to be fo brought up in it, 
to a love of honefl labdur and induftry, as all his 

life 
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life long to earn and eat, his bread with joy 3lnd 
thankfulnefs. *' 

Much peace and happinefs reft t;^n the 
head and heart of every one who thus brings 

children to Christ. May the bleffing of 

him that was ready to pcrifh, come feafonably 
** upon him.— The Lord comfort him, nvhm he 
tw^Jt nvants it, when be lies fick upon his bed ; 
** make thou, O God ! all his bed in his fick- 
nefs ; and for what he now featters, give him, 
then, that peace of thine which pafteih all un- 
derftanding, and which nothing in this world 
can cither give or take away.^' Amm* 
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Pharisee and Publican 


IN THE 


temple. 




SERMON VI. 


Luke xviii. 14 . iftpart. 


■ft; 

I Ull youy ibis man went down to his houfe^ juflified 
rather than the other ^ 


T hese words are the judgment which our 
Saviour has left upon the behaviour and 
different degrees of merit in the two men, the 
Pharifee and Publican, Whom he reprefents, in xhc 
foregoing parable, as going ud, into the temple to 
pray. In what manner they difcharged this great 
and folernn duty, will beft be fecn from a confide- 
ration of the prayer which eadi is faid to have 
addreffed to Cod upon the occalioji. 

The Pharifee, inllead ol aa aO of humiliation 

in that awful prefence before winch he flood, 

with an air of triumph and lelf-fufliciency, thanks 
God that he had not made him like others — ex- 
tortioners, adulterers, unjult, or even as this Pu- 
blican. — The Publican is reprefented as flanding 
afar off, and with a heart tontljcd with humility, 
jrom a juft fenfe of his own iinwortliinefs, is faid 
(July to have finote upon his brcalt, laying—— 
(tOD be merciful to me a finner. I tell you, adds 
our Saviour, this niaa went down to bis houfe, 
juftificd rather than the other. 

^Tho’ the juftice dof tHis determination ftrikes 
every one at firil light, it may not be amifs to 
enter into a more particular examination of the 

evidence 
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evidence and reafons upon which it might be 
founded, not onljr becaufe it may plate the equity 
of this decifion in favour of tne Publican m a 
flxonger light, but that the fubjc£l feems likely 
to lead me to a train of reflexions not unfuitable 
to the folemnity of the feafon. * 

The Pharifee was one . of that feX, who, in 
our Saviour’s time, what by the aufterity of 
their lives — their publick alms-deeds, and greater 
pretences to piety than other men, had gradually 
wrought tbemfelvcs into much credit and* reputa- 
tion with the people : and indeed, as the bulk of 
thefe are eafily caught with appearances, thelr 
charaXer feems to have been admirably well fail- 
ed to fuch a purpofe, — If you looked no farther 
than the outw'ard part of it, you would think it 
made up of all gociinefs and perfeXion i an un- 
common fandtity of life, guarded by great dcco- 
rum*and feverity of manners, — profufe and fre* 
qiicnt charities to the poor,— many aXs of religion, 
much obfervance of the law — much abftinencc — 
much prayer. — -• 

It is painful to fufpeX 'the appearance of fo 
much good — and would have been fo here, had 
not our blefled Saviour left us their real charac- 
ter upon record, and drawn up by himfelf in one 
word — That the feX were like w hitened fcpulchres, 
all fair and beautiful without, and enriched there 
with whatever could attraX the eye of the behold- 
er ; but, vdieti fearched withinfide, were full of 
corruption, and of whatever could fltock and dif- 
gufl the fearchcr. So that, with all their afPeXa- 
tion of piety, a»d moie^ extraordinary^ ftriXnefs 
and regularity in their outward deportment, all w^’s 
irregular and uncultivated within — and all thefe 

fair 
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fair pretences, how promifing foever, Wafted by 
the indulgence of the worft of human paflions ; — 
pride-spiritual pride, the worft of all pride-^ 
hypocrify, felf-love, covetoufiicls, extortion, 
cruelty and revenge. What pity it is that the la- 
cred name of religion fhould ever have been bor- 
rowed, and cmidoyed in fo bad a work, as in co- 
vering over fuch a black catalogue of vices, — or 
that the fair form of viniie fhould have been thu^ 
(lifgraced, and for ever drawn into fufpicion, frOm 
the unworthy iifes of this kind, to which tfu* 
artful and abandoned have oltcn put her. The 
plrarifce feems to have had not many fcriipks ov 
this kind, and the prayer he makes ufc of in the 
temple is a true pi^hire of the man’s heurt, and 
Ibews with what a difpofition and frame of mind 
he came to worlhip,— ^ 

Gon ! 1 thank thee that thou haft formed me 
of diiTcrent matcrhls from the A-ft of my fpccies', 
whom thou hall creatCvl frail ahd vain by nature, 
but by choice and difpofition utteily corrupt and 
v/icl ed. 

Me, thou bail fafliioned in a difierent mould, 
and haft infiifcd fo large a portion of thyfpirit in- 
to me, lo ! I am raifed above the temptations and 
deli res to v/ln'ch hefti and blood are fubjedl — I 
thank thee that thou hail made me thus — ^not a 
trail veflel of cLiy, like that of other men — or 
even this publican, but that I Hand here a chefen 
and fan£lified vcfl'tl unto thee. 

After this obvious paraphrafe upon the words, 
which fpeakii no more than the true fpirit of the 
pharifee’s prayer, — you would naturally afle what 
jeafon w^as there for all this triumph — or what 
foundation could he have to inful t in this miinner 
over the infirmities of mankind — or. even thofeof 
VoL. IV. I 
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the humble publican who flood before him 
Why,' fays he, I give tythes of all that I poflefs* 
— .Truly a very indift'erent account of himfclf — 
and if that was all he had to offer in his own be- 
half, God knows, it was but a weak foundation 
to fupport fo much arrogance and felf-conceit ; 
becaufe the obfervance of both the one and the 
other of thefe ordinances might be fuppofed well 
enough to be confiftent with the moft profligate 
of life and manners. 

The conduft and behaviour of the publican 
appears very different — and indeed as much the 
reverfe to this, as you could eonceive. But before 
we enter upon that, as I have fpoke largely to the 
charafter of the pharifee, 'twill be but juftice to 
fay a word or two in general to his. — ^The publi- 
can was one of that order of men employed by the 
Roman emperon. in levying the taxes and contri- 
butions which were from time to time exadted 
from Judea as a conquered nation. Whether from 
the particular fate of that employment, owing to 
the fixed averfion which men have to part with 
what is their own, or from whatever other caufes 
it happened — fo it was, that the whole fet of njen 
were odious, iiifomuch, that the name of a pub-^ 
lican was a term of reproach and infamy among 
the Jews. 

Perhaps the many inftances of rigour to which 
their oflPicc might direft them — ^heightened fome- 
times by a mixture of cruelly and infoknee of 
their own~and poffibly always made to appear 
worfe than they were by the loud clamours ^nd 
mifreprefentations of othqj's— all might have con- 
tributed to form and fix this odium. But it waf 
here no doubt, as, in all other claffcs of men, 
wbofe profclTions cxphfe them to more tempta^^ 

' . tions 
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tions than that of othera-*ithat tbcrje are numbers 
who ftill behave well, and who, amidft all the 
fnares and opportunities which He in their way, — 
pafs through them not only with an unblemiftied 
charaftcr, but with the inward teftimony of a 
good confciencc. 

The publican in all likelihood was one of thefe 
— and the feiitiments of candour and humility 
which the view of his condition infpired, arc fuch 
as could come only from a heart and charailcr 
thus deferibeJ. 

He goes up into the temple to pay his^ facrifice 
of prayer — in the dilcharge of which, he pleads 
no merit of his own — enters into no cornparifon 
with others, — or juftification of himfelf with 
God, but in reverence to that holier part of the 
iempie where his prefence was fuppofed more im- 
mediately to be difplayed — he keeps afar off—is 
afraid to lift up his eyes towards heaven— but 
finites upon his bread, and, ii> a fhort, but fervent 
ejaculation, — fubmifiively begs God to have mer- 
cy upon his fins. O God ! how precious ! how 
amiable 1 is true humility ? what a diderence in 
thy fight does it make to confid betwixt man and 
man ! Pride was not made for a creature with 
fuch manifold imperfeftions — religious pride is a 
drefs which dill worfe becomes him — becaufc, of 
all others, his that to which he has lead pretence 
— the bed of us fall feven times a day, and ihere- 
by add fome degree of unprofit ablenefs to the cha- 
racter of thofe who do all that is commanded iheju 
—Was I perfect therefore, fays job, I wTuk! not 
know my foul, 1 woulij be fiient, 1 would be ig • 
jnorant of my own rightcoufnels ; for IhoulJ 1 fay 
I was perfect, it would prove me to be pcrvcife. 
From this introduction I take occafion to re- 
I 2 commend 
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cJommend this virtue of religious humility^. 
fo naturr*lly falls frorh the fuDjefl:, and which can- 
not more elTcrtually be enforced, than liy an in- 
quiry into the chier caufes which produce the op- 
pofite vice to it — that of Ipirituaf pride — for in 
this malady of the mind of man — the cafe is pa- 
rallel with moft others of his body, the dangers of 
which can never rightly be apprehended, or can 
remedies be applied either with judgment or fuc- 
cefs, till they are traced back to their firft prin- 
ciples, and the feeds of the diforder are laid open 
and confidcred* 

And, firft, I believe, one of the moft .general 
caufes C‘f fpiritual pride, is that which fcenis to 

have mided the pharifec a miftaken notion of 

the true prirciplcs of his religion. He thought, 
no doubt, that the whole of it was comprehended 
in the two articles of paying tythes and frequent 
fafting, and that when he had difeharged his con- 
fcicnce of them — he had done all that was re- 
quired at his hands, and might with reafon go, 
and thank God that lie had not made him like 
others., — Tt is not to be queftioned, but through 
force of this error, the pharifee might think him- 
fclf to ]>e, what he pretended, a religious and 
upright man. — 1 or however be might be brought 
to afd a double and infincerc part in the eyes of 
men upon worldly views — it is not to be fuppofed 
— that when he flood by himfdf, apart in the 
temple, and no witnefics of what pafied between 
him and his God— that he fhould knowingly 
and wilfully ha\^' dared to aA fo open and bare- 
faced a fccnc of mockery ip the face of Heaven. 
This is fcarce probaWe — and Uiercfore it muft 
have been owing to foine detfefion in his educa- 
tion, which had early implanted in his mind falfc 
and wretched notions of the eflentials of religion 
t — Avhich, 
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p— which, as he grew up, had proved the feeds of 
infinite error, both in pradlice and fpecuhti- 
on. — 

With the reft of his feft, he had been fo prin- 
cipled and inftrufted, as to obferve a fcrupulous 
nicety and moft religious exadinefs in the Icfler 
matters of his religion — its frequent wafhiiigs — 
its fallings, and other external rites of no merit in 

themfelvcs but to ftand exempted from the 

more troublefome exa£lnefs in the weightier mat- 
ters of the law, which were of eternal and un- 
changeable obligation. So that they were in 

truth blind guides ■who thus would ftrain at a 

gnat, and yet fwallow a camel j and, as our Sa- 
viour reproves them from a familiar inftance 
of domcftic inconfiftency — would make clean the 
outfide of the cup and platter — yet fuffer the in- 
fidc — the moft material part, to be full of cor- 
ruption and excefs. From thi*', knowledge of the 
chara£ler and principles of the pharifee, ’tis eafy 
to account for his fentiments and behaviour in the 
temple, ■which were juft fiich as they would have 
led one to have expelled. 

Thus it h'as always happened, by a fatality 
common to all fuch abufes of religion, as make it 
to confift in external rites and terenionics more 

than inward* purity and integrity of heart. As 

thel'e outward things arc eafily put in pradtice — 
and capable of being attained to without much 
capacity, or much oppofition to flcfli and blood 
« — it loo naturally betrays the profeflbrs ot it into 
a groundless perfuafion of their own godlincfs, 
and a defpicable one of that of others, in tlicir re- 
Jigioiis capacities, and^’the relations in which they 
* fi.ind towards G(Sd \ which is the very definition 
of fpi ritual pride. 


When 
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When the true heT^n and fpirit of devotion ia 
thus loft and extinguifiied under a cloud of often* 
tatious ceremonies and gefturcs, as is remarkable 
in the Roman church — ^lierc the celebration of 
high raafs, when let off to the beft advantage, 
with all its fcenlcal decorations and finery, looks 
more like a theatrical performance, than that 
humble and folemn appeal which duft and aflics 

are offering up to the throne of God, -wdieii 

religion, I fay, is thus clogged and bore down by 
fiich u w'cight of ceremonies— it is much cafier to 
put in prctenfions to holinefs upon fuch a mecha- 
nical fyilcm as Is left of it, than where the cha- 
racter is only to i-e got and maintained by a pain- 
ful conflict and perpetual war againft the paffions. 
’fis eafitT, for inltance, for a s'-ealons l^apift to 
crofs bimfclf and trll his beads, than for an hum- 
ble Protellant to fubdue the lulls of anger, in- 
tempe;ance, cruelty and revenge, to appear be- 
fore his Maker with that preparation of mind 
which becomes him. The operation of being 
fprinkled with ho^y water, is not fo ditScult in it- 
i’clf, as that of being chafte and fpotlefs wnthin — 
coafeious of no dirry thought or dillioncfl: aftion. 

’ ris a nuah fhoi ter we.y to kneel down at a confef- 
fonal luul receive ubfolution, than to live fo as to 
deferve it — not at the hands of men — but at the 
liancis of Cod — who fees the heart, and cannot 
be impofed on. — ihc achievement of keeping 
i.ent, or ablbdir.ng fiom lieih on certain days, is 
not lb -I'* that of abftaining from the works 

of it at ali rimes — cTpccially as tlie point is gene- 
rally managed, amongflthe richer fuit, witli fiicb 
art and epicurifai at their 'tables — and with fuch 
indulgence to a poor rnortlficd np[>etire — that an 

entertainment . 
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entertainment upwi a faft is much more likely to 
prodtice a than a fit of forrow. 

One might run the parallel much further ; but 
this may be fufficient to Ihcw how dangerous and 
dclufive thefe miftakes are — bow apt to miflead 
and overfet weak minds, which are ever apt to 
be caught by the pomp of fuch external parts of 
religion. This is evident, that even in our own 
church, where there is the greateft chaflity in 
things of this nature — ^and of which none are 
retained in our worfliip, but what, I believe, tend 
to excite and afllft it — yet fo ftrong a propenfity 
is there in our nature to fenfe — and fo unequal a 
match is the underftanding of the bulk of man- 
kind, for the irr.prefhons of oiitw'ard things— that 
w^e fee thoufands who every day miftake the flia- 
dow for the fubftance, and, was it fairly put to 
the trial, would exchange the reality for the ap- 
pearance. 

You fee, this w’^as almoft imiverfally the cafe of 
the Jewifli church — w^hcre, for want of proper 
guard and diftinftion betwixt the means of religion, 
and religion itfelf, the ceremonial part in time eat 
away tlic moral part, and left nothing but a fhadow 
behind — ’Tis to be feared, the bufiboneiies of the 
lloinilh church bid fair to do it the fame ill office, 
to the difgrace and ruin of Chriftianity wherever 
Popery is cftabliOied. What then remains, but 
that we reftify thclc grofs and pernicious notions 
of religion, and place it upon its true bottom ; 
which we can only do by bringing back religion 
to tliat cool poiiit of reafon w hich firft Ihew^-ed us 
its obligation — by always remembering that God 
is a fpirit, and mull bd worfliipped fuitable to his 
•nature, /. c, in fpirit and in truth — and that the 
moll acceptable facrifice vje can offer bint, is a 

virtuous 



104 


SERMON VI. 

virtuous an4 an upright mind— -and however ne- 
ccfiary it is, not to leave the ceremonial and po- 

fitive part of religion undone yet not like the 

pharifee to reft there and omit the weightier 

matters, but keep this in view perpetually, that 
though the inftrumental duties of religion are du- 
ties of unqueftionable obligation to us — yet they 
nre ftill but instrumental duties, condu- 
cive to the great end of all religion — which is to 
purify our hearts — and conquer our paftions — and, 
in a word, to make us wdfer and better men — — 

better neighbours better citizens — and better 

fervants to God. whom, 
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Romans xiv. 7. 


For Hone of us liveih to himfelf. 


T here is not a fentence in fcripture which 
flrikes a narrow foul with greater aftonifh- 
ment ; — and one might as eafily engage to clear 
up the (larkeft problem in geometry to an ignorant 
mind, as make a fordid one compiehend the truth 
and reafonablenefs of this plain propofition— No 
man liveth to himfelf! Why !— does any man 
Jive to any thing clfe? — In the whole compafs of 
human life, can a prudent man fteer to a fafer 
point ? — ^Not live to himfelf! — To whom then ? 
Can any interefts or concerns which are fo- 
reign to a man’s felf, have fuch a claim over him 
that he mull ferve under them,— fufpend his 
own piirfuits, — flep out of his right courfe, till 
others have pafled by him, and attained the feve^ 
ral ends and purpofes of living before him ? 

If, with a felfijji heart fuch an inquirer (hould 
^ ^happen to have a fpeculating head too, he will 
proceed, and aik you whether this fame prin- 
ciple. 
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ciple, which the apoftlc here throws out, of the life 
of man, is not, in fa£l, the grand bias of his na* 
ture? — ^That, however we may flatter ourfclves 
with fine-fpun notions of difmtcreftednefsand he- 
roifm in what we do; that, were the moft popular 
of our aftions dripped naked, and the true mo- 
tives and intentions of them fearched to the bot- 
tom, we fhould find little teafon for triumph upon 
that fcorc. 

In a word, he will fay, that a man is altoge- 
ther a bubble to himfelf in this matter, and that 
after all that can be faid in his behalf, the trued 
definition that can be given of him, is this, That 
he is a felfilli animal ; and that all his actions 
have fo drong a tincture of that character, as to 
fhew (to wliomever elfc he was intended to live) 
that in faft he lives only to himfelf. 

Before I reply direttJy to this accufation, I can- 
not help obferving by the way, that there is fcarce 
vniy thing v^hich has done more diflervice to Ib- 
cial virtue, than the frequent reprefentations of 
human nature, under this hideous picture of de- 
formity, which, by leaving out all that is gene- 
rous and friendly in the heart of man, ha^s funk 
him below the level of a brute, as if he was a 
coinpofition of all that was mean-fpirited and fwif- 
ifii. Surely, ’tis one dep towards acting wtII, 
to think worthily of our nature; and, as in com- 
mon life, tlie way to make a man honed, is, to 
fuppofe him and treat him as fuch ; — ^Ib lierc, 
to fet fomc value upon ourfclves, enables us to 
fupport the character, and even infpires and adds 
fentiments of generofity apd virtue to thofe which 
wc have already preconceived. The fcripturc; 
tells us, That God made man in his own image, 
—not furely in the fenfitivc and corporeal part 

of 
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«id iAt Mni and beiR^lent affis^om bf 
tastk'* And ^ tlie lajg^nnefit of thli iln 
been ftdiied greatly iiy i^e fall of maM, 
parents, and the ehanfilers of It veiideretl 410! Ids 
legible, by the temm fn|>er^indttd!00t Of his ovtn 
depraved appetite* Imce , ■ ■■ ^ et ^tis c laodable 
»^, and a true geeafi^ os nikid ifO dhetidi a 
.belief, that there is 4b much of that ghtriotis 
image dSll left i^on it, as &a}l reftrain hm {Mitt 
bafe and diftpdoeful a£lfons} tO atHWer wifetih 
end, what tnonght can be more cobdoeive than 
than^ of •our being made in the hkcsieft of the 
greateft awd hc& <pf BOtimf Thia Is a fUain 
con&quenoe* And the conmeration of it medkl 
have in fitmcnittafttK been aprotOGtioh to hnmafi 
naturae, frant dm mijj^ ofa^ 4he ha* met %idt 
from the iatiriad pens of fo many of the Frendi 
wrisera, at vreil ae of our own country, who, 
with more wit than vell-rnieaning, have defpe- 
rately fidien fcnil npon the whole foedes, as a fet 
of creatorea incapable either of private friendfhip 
or pubbek fpirit, but juft aa the cafe fuited their 
own inteiseft and advantage. 

Ihac there iefelfifeneiU, and meminds enough 
in the Ibiib of one part of the wodd, to hurt tm 
credit of the other part of it, is what I fetall non 
di^aite a^nfei hut to judge of the whole, fetmt 
diis.ba4 wmple, and hecaufe one man is {dotting 
and artful in his naturef^^*— or, a fecond, openly 
mahes hit pleafore or his pmfit the fde centre of 
adl his ddi{pia}-~oa becaade a third feraitJiearted 
^traemb fits coined within Iwm4 ^»<-«" «fed» no 
miafcrtunee but tbofewhide touch himfelft to in* 

VoL. IV. K vovlc 
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volve the whole race, without mercy, under fuch 
detefted charafters, is a conclufion as falfc as it is 
pernicious; and was it, in general, to gain credit, 
could ferve no end but the rooting out of our na- 
tur^all that is generous, and planting in the ftead 
of it, fuch an averfion to each other, as muft untie 
the bands of focicty, and rob us of one of the 
greateft pleafures of it, the mutual communica- 
tions of kind offices ; and, by poifoning the foun- 
tain, render., every thing fufpe£led that flows 
through it. 

-To the honour of human nature, the feripture 
teaches us, that God made man upright, — and 
though he has fince found out many inventions, 
which have much difhonoured this noble ftruc- 
ture, yet the foundation of *it ftands as it was,— 
the whole frame and defign of it carried on upon 
focial virtue and publick fpirit, and every member 
of us fo evidently fupported by this llrong cement, 
that we may fay with the apoflh’, that no man 
Uveth to himfelf^ In whaifocver light we view 
him, we fhail fee evidently, that there is no fta- 
tion or condition of his life, uo office, or rela- 

tion, or circumflance, but there arifes from it fo 
many ties, fo many indifpenfible claims upon him, 
as muft perpetually carry him beyond any felfifli 
confideration, and ftiew plainly, that, was a man 
fooliftily wicked enough to defign to live to himfelf 
^lone, he would either find it impra£licablc, or he 
would lofc, at leall, the very thing uhich made 
life itfelf dc/ireable. Wc know that our Creator, 
like an all-wife contriver, in this, as in all other of 
his works, has implanted in mankind, fuch appe- 
tites and inclinations as were fuitable for thei^ 
fiate; that is, fuch as would naturally lead him to 
flie love of fociety and friendfhip, without which 
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he have been found in a woric condition 
than the very beafts of the field- No one, there- 
fore, \vho lives in fodety, can be faid to live to 
hirhfelf,— ~he lives to his Goo, — to his ting, 
and his country.**— He lives to his family, to his 
friends, to all under bis truft ; and, in a word, 
he lives to the whole race of mankind : whatfo-* 
ever has the charafter of itfan, and wears the 
fame image' of Goo that he does, is truly his 
brother, and has a juft claim to his kindnefs.— 
That this is the cafo in fa£i, as well as in theory, 
may be made plain to any one, who has made any 
obfervations upon human life. — When \vc liavc 
traced it through all its conneftions— viewed it 
under the fcveral obligations which fucceed each 
other in a perpetual rotation through the different 
ftages of a hafty pilgrimage^ we {hall find that 
thefe do operate to ftrongly upon it, and hy us 
fuftly under fo many reftraints, that wc are every 
hour facrificing fomething to fociety, in return for 
the benefits we receive from it; 

To illuftralc this, let us take a ftort furvey of 
t he life of any one man (not liable to great excep- 
tions, but fuch a life as is common to mofti) let 
us examine it merely to this point, and try how 
far it will anfwer fuch a reprefentation. 

If wc begin with him in that early age, where- 
in the ftrongeft marks of undifguifed tenderoefs 
and difinteicftcd ^ornpaffion (hew thdmfeivci--* 
1 might previoufly obferve, with what impreflions 
he is come out of the hand of God, with the 
very bias upon bis nature which prepares him for 
the charaflter which he was defigned to — 
But let us pafs by the years which ^denote child- 
hood, as no lawful evidence, yoifll fay, in this 
difpote j let us follow him to the* period when be 
K 2 has 
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fcas juft got Icxofe from tutors and governors,'^ when 
his aftions maybe argued upon with Ids exception* 
If you obferve, you will -find, that one of the firft 
and leading propenfities of his nature^ is that 
which difeovers itfelf in the deftro of fccicty, and 
the fpontanpoite. love towards thofe of his kind* 
And though the natural wants and exigencies of 
his condition are, no doubt, one reafon of this 
amiable impulfe, — Goo having bounded that in 
him, as a provilional feenritjr to make him focial;, 

» — yet though it is a rcafoii m nature — ’tis a rea* 
Ibn, to him yet uiidifcovered* 

Youth is not apt to philofophife fo deeply — ^but 
follows, —as it feels itfelf prompted by the inward 
workings of benevolence — witlmut view to itfelf, 
ox previous caj^uhvtion cither of the lofs or profit 
which may accrue. Agreeably to this, obferve 
how warmly, how heartily he enters into friend- 
ftilps,— how difinterefted, and unfufpicious in the 
choice of them,^ — ^how generous and open in his 
profeftions !— how fincerc and honeft ia making 
them good ! When his friend is in diftrefs,— — 
what lengths he will go, — -what hazards he will 
bring upon himfelt,— r-*what embarrafiment up^ 
on his affairs, to extricate and ferve him ! If man 
3 3 altogether a felfifh creature (as thefe moralizers 
would make him) ^tis certain he does not anive 
at the full maturity of it, in this time of his life. — 
No. If hiK deferves any aecufation, ^tis in the 
other extreme, That in his youth he is general** 
‘r rally more fool than kkave,”— -and fo far 
from being fufpeded of living to himfclf, that be 
lives rather to every body elfe ; the uiiconfciouf- 
nefs of art and defign in nis own intentions^ ren- • 
dering him fo utterly void of a fufpicion of it hi- 
others, as to leave him tdo ofc a bubble to everyone 

whOi 
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who would take the advantage. — But you will fay, 
he foon abates of thcle tranljwrts of difinterefted 
love ; and as he grows older', — grows wdfer, and 
learns to Hve more to himfelf. 

Let U 8 examine 

'Fhat a longer knowledge of the world, and 
fome experience of infincertty,— will teach him^a 
Iclibn of more caution in the choice of friendftiips, 
and Icfs forwardnefs in the undiftinguilhed oflers 
of his forvices, h what 1 grant. But if he cools 
of thele, does he not grow warmer ftill in con- 
nedlrions of a diderent kind? Follow him, 1 pray' 
you, into the next ftage of life, where he has en- 
tered into engagements, and appears as the father 
of a family, and you will fee the paiEon flill re- 
mains — the ftream fome what more confined, — 
but runs the ftrongcr for it, — the fame benevo- 
lence of heart, altered only in its courfc, and the 
difference of objefts towards which it tends. 
Take a fliort view of him in<<his light, as adting 
Under the many tender claims which that relation 
lays upon him, — ^fpending many weary days, and 
fleeplefs nights,— -utterly forgetful of himfelf,— 
intent only upon his family, and with an anxious 
heart, contriving and labouring to keep it from 
di/lrefs, again ft that hour when he ffiall be takgn 
from its protedlion. Does fuch a one live to him- 
feif?^ — ^Hewho rifes early, late takes reft, 
the bread of carefulnefs, to faveothcj'^ the foriow 
of doing fo after him ; does fuch a one live only to 
himlelf ? — Ye wlro are parents, anfwer this, que- 
ftion for him. How oft have ye fi'.crificed your 
health, — your eafe,— your plcafures, — nay, the 
vory comforts of your fives^ for the fake of yoiir 
children ?— How many indulgencies have ifc given 
up ? — ^What fclf-denials and difficulties have yc 
K 3 • cheerfully 
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cboerfully undcrgoiSB for them?-^In their fick- 
xiefs, or reports of th<5ir mifeondua, how have ve 
gene m yi:ir <way firrmvitig What alarms with- 
in you, when fancy forcbodcs^ but imaginary mif- 
foir tunes hanging over them,— *but when real ones 
have overtaken them, etnd mtfihief befdlen them 
in the way in which they have how^ fharper 

riian a fword, have ye felt tlie workings of paren- 
tal kihdrtefs? In whatever period of human life 
we look for proofs of fdfifhnefe^let us not feek 
them in this relation of a parent, whofe whole 
life; when truly known, is often little elfe but a 
fuccefflon of cares, heart-aches, and difquieting 
apprehenfionSj-^nough to fhew, that he is but 
an inftrumeiit in the hand of Gon to provide for 
the well-being of otliers, to ferve their intereft as 
well as his own. 

If you try the truth of this reafoningupon every 
other part or fituation of the fame life, you will 
find it holds good in one degree or other. Take 
a view of it out of thefe clofer conneftions both 
of a friend and parent. Confider him for a mo- ^ 
ment under that natural alliance, in which even a 
heathen poet has placed him ; namely, that of a 
man and as fuch, to his honour, as one inca- 
pable of ftanding unconcerned in whatever con- 
cerns his fellow-crcaturcs. Compaffion has fo 
great a fhare in our nature, and the miferics of 
this world ate fo conftant an exercife of it, as to 
leave it ir no one’s power (who deferves the name 
of man) in this rcfpe^l:, to Uve to himfelf* 

He cannot flop his cars againti the cries of the 

unfortunate.— ^The fad ftory of the fatherlefs, 

and him that has no helper, be hcard .^ — The 
firrowfu! Jighing tf the prtfontr nvill come heforCi^^ 
Mmj and a thouCand other untold cafes of diilrefs " 

to 
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to which the life of man is fubjeft, find a Vay to- 
his hearty Jet mtereft guard. the paffage as it will 
— «j/* Ae hath this nmrWs g&gds^ and fieth his brather 
have needi he nvi/i mt he ahU to Jbut up his boivels 
of comfajfm from him^ 

Let any man of common humanity look back 
upon his own life, as fubjeCled to thefc ftwmg 
claims, and recoiled the mflucnce they have had 
upon him- How oft the mere impulfes of gene- 
lolity and complflion have led him out of b& way i 
— fn how many acts of charity and kindnefs, his 
feiJow*fecHng for others have made him for^t 
himfelf?— In neighbourly offices, how oft he has 
acted againft all confiderations of profit, convcni- 
cnce, nay, foraetimes, even of jufticc itfelf?— 
him add to this account, how much, in the 
progrefs of his life, has been given up even to the 
lefibr obligations of civility, and good manners ? — 
What reftraints they have laht him under? How 
large a portion of lime,— hmv much of his incH- 
nation, and the plan of life he {hould moft have 
wiffied, has from time to time been made a facri- 
fice to his good nature and difinclination to give 
pain or difguft to others !: 

Whoever takes a view of the life of man, in 
this glafs wherein I have ffiewn it, will find it fo 
befet and hemm'd in with obligations of one kind 
or other, as to leave little room to fufpe^l;, that. 
man can live to hlmfelf : and fo clofely has our 
Creator linked us together (as well as all other 
parts of his works) for the prefervation of that har- 
mony in the frame and fyftem of things which his 
wifdom has at firft eftablifhed, — that we find this 
bond of mutual depcildence, however relaxed, is 
too firong to be*brokc ; and 1 believe, that the 
moft ielfiffi men find it is foj and that they can- 
• not. 
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not^ in faft, live fo mucli to thenifelves, as the 
narrownefs of their own hearts mcline them. If 
thefc reflections are juft upon the moral relations 
in which we ftand to each other, let us clofc the 
examination with a ihort ri^cftion upon the great 
relation in which we Hand to Goo. 

The firfl and moft natural thought on this 
je£t, which at one time or othef wnll thruft itfcif 
upon every man’s mind, is this, — ^That there is 
a Got> wmo made me, — to whofe gift I owe all 
the powers and faculties of my foul, to whofc 
providence I owe aU the bkflings of my lile, and 
by whofe permiffion it is that I excrcife and enjoy 
them 5 that I am placed in this world as a crea- 
ture but of a day, haftening to the place from 
whence I fliall not return. — ^That 1 am account- 
able for my conduCl and behaviour to this greateft 
and wifeft of Beings, before whofc judgment-feat I 
muft finally appear, and receive the things done 
in my body, — whether they are good, or whether 
tliey are bad. 

Can any one doubt, but the moft inconfiderate 
of men fometimes fit down coolly, and make 
fome fuch plain refleCiions as thefe upon their 

ftatc and condition ? or that, after they have 

made them, can one imagine they lofe ail efflrCl ? 
— As little appearance as there is of religion in 
the wwld, there is a great deal bf its influence 
felt in its affairs — nor can one lb root out the 
principles of it, but like nature, they will return 
again, and give checks and interruptions to guil- 
ty purfuits. There are feafons, when the 
thoughts of a juft Gop overlooking, and the ter- 
rot of an after-reckonlngii have made the moft 
determined tremble, and flop fhort in the execu- < 
tion of a* wicked purpofc ; and if wc conceive that 
' the 
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the worft of men lay fame reftraints ugon tbem- 
felves from the weight of this principle, what 
fhall we think of the good and virtuous part of 
the world, who live under the perpetual influence 
of it,— who facriflee their appetites and paflSons, 
from a confeience of their duty to Goi>, and con- 
fider him as the object to whom they have dedi- 
cated their fervice, and make that the firft prin- 
ciple and ultimate end of all their aftionsf— How 
many real and unafle&ed inftances there are in 
this world, of men thus go^^erned, will not fo 
much concern us to inquire, as to take care that 
we are of the number: which may God grants 
for the fake of Jesus Christ* Amcti» 
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EcCLKStASTKi lir. U. 

I rcturmil and fmo under thv fnn^ that the race Is 
not to the — nor the batik to the JJronz ^ — 

neither yt bread to the nidfe^ nor yet riches to 
men of undetfanding^ nor yet favour to men of 
fiilly—but time and chance happeneth to thenr 
alL 


W HEN a' man calls a look upon this 
melancholy defeription of the worhU i'ud 
fees, contrary to all his guellcs and expectation;.^ 
what diflerenc fates attend the lives of men,— - 
how oft it happens in the world, that there is not 
even bread to the wife, nor riches to men of un- 
derftanding, he is apt to conclude v uh 

hgh upon it, — in the words, — ^though not in tli.^ 
fcnfe of the wife man, — that tin;e and chance hap-^ 
peneth to them all. — ’That time and chance, — ■ 
apt feafons and fit conjunelures, have the greateR 
fway in the turns ami difpofals of mens fortunes; 
and that, as thefe lucky hits (as they are called) 
Happen to be for,* or agairrfl a man, — they cither 
open the w'ay to his advancement againfl all 
ftacles^ — or block it up aj^ainft all helps and 

L % tempts 
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th:Uj as the text hifimates, neither n-^ 
d'^m^ noi iih irrjlandingy noi iliall fee able to 
fursneuii: fl-att. 

However wc may liiflVr in out reafon- 

ings upon thi^ ohfervation of Solomon’s, the au- 
thority of the obfervation is ftrnng beyond doubt, 
and the cvitlence given of it in all ages-fo alrcr- 
narcly confirmed by examples and complaints, as 

to leave the facf itfldf iinqucftionablc. Phat 

things are carried on in tins world, fometinies fp 

to all our reafonings, and the feeming 
probabilities of fucce'''*^, — tiint, even the race is 
not to the fwift, nor the battle 'to the ftrong, — 
nay, what is fli anger ftill — nor yet bread to the 
■wile, VI ho lliould laft itaiul in want of it, — lu^r 
yet riches lo men of underlhuiding, who ytui 
would think bed qualified to acquire tliem, — nc r 
yet favour to men of (kill, whofe merit and pie- 
terices bid the faired for it — but that there arc 
fonie fecrct and unfeen workings in human affairs, 
which baffle all our endeavours, — ami turn a fide 
ilie couife of things i:i fath a matnajr, — that i!ic 
mod likely caufes difapjKoini and fail of producing 
for us the efFc£l which wc whned and natiiially 
expected iiom them. 

You -will fee a man, of whom, was you U> 
form 5 conjecture f^om the appearances of things 
in his favour, — you would fay was fetting out in 
the woild vi’ilh the faireft profped of making his 
fortune in it ; — v^ ith all the advantages of birth to 
recommend him, — of perfonaJ merit to fpeak for 
him,-— alid of friends to help and puOi him for- 
wards : you wdiJ behold 'him, notwithdanding 
this, difappointed in every efl'etb you might natu- 
rally have looked for, fiom tliem ; e\ery llcp he 
takes towards his advancement, fomething iml- 

li bie 
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ftKle Hinll pull him back, feme unforefeen obftacle* 
Oiall rifi^ up perpetually in his way, and keep» 

there, ^In every application he makes, — ^fomc 

untoward circumftance fhali blalt it — He fliaH rife 
early,- — late take reil,-*— and eat the bre«'ki of care- 
fulnel's, — yet feme happier man fliall ftill rifc 
and ever ftep in before him, and leave him ftrug- - 
gling to the end of his life, in the very fame place 
in which he firfl. began it. 

The hiftory of a fecond, Oiall in all relpe^ls 
be the contrail to this. He fliall come into the 
world with the mod: unpromirmg, appearance^ 
— ihall fet forwards without fortune, withouc 
fiiencls, — w'ithout talents to procure him either 
the one or the other. Ncverthclcfs, you will fee 
this clouded prolpcci brigliten up infcnfibly, 
accountably before him *, every thing prefen red ia 
bis way, fliall turn out bevond bis expedlationsi . 
— in fpight of that chain of iii>rurmounrable dif- 
ficulties which firft threateittd him, — ^time and 
chance fliall open him a way,— ~a fcrles of fuc- 
cefsful occun dices Iball lead him by the hand to 
the funimit of honour and fortune, and, in a 
w^ord, without giving him the p.rins of thinking^ 
or the credit of ptojcciing it, lhal! place him iti 
fiifc pofTeflion of all that ambition Could wiOi 
for. 

d'he hiftories of the lives artd fortunes of meti 
are full of inflances of this nature, — where' fa** 
Tourable times, and lucky accidents, have done 
for them, what w^ifdom or fkiil could not: ahd' 
there is fcarce any one wlio has lived long in the 
world, who, upon looking backw^ards, will not 
difeaver fuch a mixture of tbefe in the many fbe* 
cefsful turns which have happened in his life, as 
to leave him very little rcafon to difpute againil 
’hi ' ^ My: 



tiic facJ:, and, IfltOTld hafe, as Httk tigtm tBfe* 
iionclnfions to be clrsiCwR frotn it. 

Some, indeed, from a fapciUcial view of tbia 
repreftsntation of thingj?^ atheiflkally infer*- 
f!ed,— that becaufe the^^as fo much of lottery 
ih this life, mere crikalty fcemed^ to have 
fedh a Jhate m the difpofal of our affairs, -^that 
tfte providence of God flood neuter arjd uncon- 
cerned in their feveral workings, leaving them to 
the mercy of time and chance, to be furthered or 
dtfappointed as fuch blind agents dire<£led. Where- 
as in truth, the very oppofite condufion followsi 
For confider, — ^if a fuperior intelligem power did 
not fometimes crofs and' over-rule events in this 
world~then our policies and defigns in it, vi^uld 
^ilways anfwer according to the wifdom and ftra- 
tagem in which they were laid, and every caufc, 
in the courfc of things, would produce its natural 
cfTefl, without Variation. Now, as this is not the 
cafe, it neceflarily follows, from Solomon V rea*- 
foning, that, if the race is not to the fwift, if know- 
ledge and learning do not always fecure men from 
want,— nor care and induflry always make men 
rich, — ^nor an and Ikill infallibly make men high 
in the world; that there is feme other caufe 
whichmingles iifelf in human afl'airs, and governs 
and turns them as it pleafcs^ which caufe can be 
no other than the Firft Caufe of all tilings, and 
the fecret’ and over-ruling providence of that 
Almighty God, who, though his dwelling is fo 
high, yet be bumbleth himfelf to behold the 
things that are done on earth, raifing pp the poor 
out of the duft, and liftittg the beggar from the 
4unghilij and, contrarjr tcral htjpes, putting him 
with princes, even with the princes of his peo- 
jple; which; by the wa:^ the cafe of Da- 
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wtit) makeA the ^k«owI^gment4~Aiii 
doubt— HOjie roafoii^wby Cox) has felc^^ed to his* 
cow'll difpofal lo ma®y inftatices as this,, w^bere 
events have rtm counter to all probabiliti^^was 
to give teftimony to his providence in gp^cinung 
the "wvMld, and to engage us to a conOdoeatk^i^' 
and dependence upon it,, for the 
cefs of our undertakings.'^ For, undoiibtedlyrr 
as I faid,— it fiiould feem. but fukabk to nature’s 
law, that the race fl^ould ever be to the. 

^ — and the battle to the (hong j— it is reafonable^. 
that the beft contrivances and means fliould have 
bed fuccels : — and fnice it often falls oue other- 
ways in the cafe of manj. where, the wifeft pro** 
jc£ts are Gverthrown,— — and the moil hopeful 
means are blafted, aird time and chance happens 
fQ all 5 — —.you muft call in the Deity to un^ 
tie this knot *, — for'though at fundry times—*- 
fundry events fall out,— which we, who look no 
farther than the events thenlftlves, call chance, 
becaufe they fall out. quite contiary, both to our 
intentions and hopes,— yet, at the fame time, in 
refpe£l of God’s providence over-ruling in thefe 
events, it were profane to call them eliance, for 
they are pure defignation, and, though inviiiUe, 
are ftili the regular dilpenfutions of the fuperkt- 
tendlng power of that Almighty Being, from 
whom all the laws and poweis of nature are de- 
. rived-, — -Who, as he has appotnred,— fo holds 
them as inftruments in his hamls ; and, without 
invading the liberty and free-will of his creatures, 
can turn the pafiions and defircs of their hearts 
to fulfil bis own rigb{;coufnefs, and work fuch ef- 
fefis in human adairs, which to us feem merely 
eajkmi ^ — but to him, certain and determined, and 

, ’ what 

*“ Vid. TiUotfon’fe fermon on this fuVjc^l* 
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hk infinite. vk^fdons(^ifecfi necdlary ^ 
^onght about for the governtnent, 
lion of the wjoUii, over which provifichi^ 
lustily preficlcsv . . > 

, 1Whi^ the foils of Jacob bad c^ft iJ^db* hh>f' 
tjiejr Jofeph into the pit, for his 4eftrhi^Ofi^4;-w 
one woittld .thhik, if ever any incidcnt wiicb don»* 
4?erned the life of man deftryed to ,te cdled 
chance, it was thi,s, — that the epmpanv^ of lih* 
maelitcs ftiould happen, to pafs by, in that open 
country, at that very place, at that time too, 
when this barbaritv was committed- After he 
was refened by fo favourable a contingency — *— • 
tk life and future fortune ftill depended upon a 
feries of contingencies equally improbable. For 
iijftancc, had the bufinds of tne lifnnaclites, wdio 
bought him, carried them from Gilead, to any 
other part of the world befides Egypt ; or, w ben 
they arrived there, had they Ibid their bond- 
flave to any other man but Potiphar, through^ 
out the whole empire,— -—or, after that dif- 
pofal, bad the unjuft* accufations of his mafter’s 
wife call the youth into any other dungeon, 
than that w^herc the king’s prifoners were kept, — 
or, had it fallen out at any other crias, than when 

Pharaoh’s chief butler was caft there too,- 

had this*, or any other of thefe events, fallen 
out otberwife than it did, a ferjes of unme- 
rited misfortunes bad overvi'belmed him.-: and, 

in confcquencc, the whole land of Egypt and 
Canaan. From the firft opening to the conclu- 
fion of this long and intereftin^ tranfa<flion, the 
providence of Gop fuffered every thing to take 
its courfe : the majice and crucltv.of Jofeph’s 
brethren, wrought .their, wbrft “mifghief againft 
lum |--T^baiailhed hina liroxn his country and the 

proteftiott 
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pmtc&on: of hU psirent* ^Tho Isafi#- 

iteffi of a di&jipomted woman flunk him ftiU deeper i 
his ehara€ter wiA im imjuft ICA 

E roach — and^ to complete his ruin* doo^cil 

im^ frtendkfs, to the miferies of a hap^is 
pd4o*^^ where he lay neglc£led. PrOTiclefte^i 
though it did not crofa thefe event6,~~^et pro- 
vidence bent them to the moft merciful ends* 
When the whole Drama was opened* thtTi 
the wifdom and contrivance of every part of 
it was difplayed, 'fbeii it appeared, it was not 
they (as the patriarch infetred, in confolatiolt 
of his brethren,) it was not they who fbl4. 
him, but God, ^'twas he fent him thi- 
ther before them,-- his fuperintending power 

availed itfclf of their paflions — ejireit^ the 

operations of them,-» ^held the chain in hk 

hand, and turned and wound it to bis own putw 
pofe. Ye verily thought evil agatnft mc^ 

^but God meant it for gdod,-*—— ye had the 

guilt of a bad ifltcntion* ^bis providence the 

glcry of accomplifiiing a -gooti one, ^by pic- 

fcrving you a pojlerky upon the earthy af?d 
lriT:pfig to p^i'Si k is this day^ to funse much 
people alive.' All hiflorv is full of fuch teftitnov 
nics, which, though tney may convince thofit 
uho look no deeper than the furface of things, 
th::it time and chance happen to all,—— jyex, to 
thofe who look deeper, they manifeft at the 
fame time, that there is a hand much biiiier in 
human afl’airs than what w^e vainly calculate; 
which, though the projc^lors of this w^orld over- 
look, or at Icaft make no allowance for in the 

formation of tluur pl^ns, they generally find it 
in the execution of And though the fa- 

talift may urge, that every event . in this life is 

brought 



ab^t by tht mliiiAry a^dl chain 
tiirai^ caufe6,— i— yeti ^n ^#^er~lrt fil«i p?^e* 
ftep higher^~-^fl(i c6nfi4iri^^-i — #hbfe* jP^cr it 
i% that cnables^' thefe taufe to worky^^-~^Wbo^^ 
knowledge it fe that forefecs what will be thdr 
effefts,— whofe gbodncfs it is that is invlfibly 
conduiling them* forwards to the beft and greatetV 
ends for the happtnefs of his creatures. 

So that, as a great reafoner jaftly diftinguiflies- 

upon this point, It is not only rcligioufly 

fpeaking, but with the ftrifteft and moft philofo- 
phical truth of expreffion, that the feripture tells 

us, i^at Goo commandeth the ravens : that' 

they arc his dirc^iions, w^hich the *imnds and ihe^ 
Jeas obey. If his fervant hides himfelf by tbC' 
brook, fucb an order of caufes and effefts fliall 
be laid,— -that the fowls of the air ftiall mini- 
ller to his fupport.-— — When this refourcc fails,, 
and his prophet is dire^ed to go to Zarephath,^ 

for that he has comjmmded a widow womair 

there to fuftaiii him, — — — the lame hand which 

’ leads the prophet to the gate of the city flialL 

lead forth the diitrefs’d widow to the fame place, 

to take him under her roof, and tbo',‘ upom 

the impulfe of a different occafion, fliall never- 
thelefs be made to fulfil his promife and intention^ 
of -their mutual prefervation.” 

Thus much for the truth and illuftration of this 
great and fundamental doftrine of a providence \ 
the belief of which is of fuch confequence to us, 
as to be the great fupport and comfort of our lives# 

Juftly, therefoie, might the pfolmift upon this 
declaration, that the Lord is King,— con- 

clude, that the earth may be glad therefor, yea,, 
the multitude of the ifli||inay be glad thereof# 
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M^y Qop gRot, the perfuafioa may make tu 
as virtue^ as it has reafon to make «s joyful ; 
and, that it may bring forth in us the fmsts of 
^od'living to bis praife and glory : to wham be 
all migHt) majefty and dominion, now and for b» 
yermore. jlmn. 


SERMON 






SERMON IX. 


THE 

CHARACTER of HEROD. 


Preached on Innocents Day. 


VoL. IV. 




SERMON IX. 


Matthew ii. 17, 18. 

Then was fulfilled that ^hich was fpohen hy 
Jeremy the prophet^ faying— Rama was 
i}>ere a voice heardj lamentation^ and weepings 
and great imurning^ Rachael weeping for her 
children^ and would not be comforted^ becaufe they 
are not. * 


T he words which St. Matthew cites here, 
as fulfilled by the cruelty and ambition of 
Herod, — are in the 3 ift chapter of Jcreifliah, 15th 
verfe. In the foregoing chapter, Ae prophet ha* 
ving declared God’s intention, of turning the 
mourning of his people into joy, by the rtftora- 
tion of the tribes which had been led away cap- 
tive into Babylon ; he proceeds, in the beginning 
of this chapter, which contains this firophecy, lo 
give a more particular defeription of the great 
joy and feltiviiy of that promifed clay, when they 
were to return once more to their own land, to 
enter upon their ^ancient poflellions, and enjoy a- 
gain all the prii^ileges they had loft, and, amongfk 
others, and what w^as above them all, — the favour 
M 2 and 
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znd protefliJon of Goi^» and the oantinnation of 
his mercies to them and their poileri^. 

To make, therefore, the impreffion of this 

change the ftronger upon their minds he gives 

a very pathetikk repvefentation of: the preening 
forrow on that day when they were firft led away 
captive* 

Thus faith the Lord, A voice was heard in 
Rama ; lamentation and bitter weeping, Rachael 
weeping for her childtcm, refufing to be comfort^ 
ed, becaufe they were nor. 

To enter into the full fenfe and beauty of this, 
defeription, it is to be reiiiembered> that the tomb^ 
of Rachael, Jacobis beloved Wife, as we read in 
the 35th of Genefis, was iitu^cd near Rama, 
and betwixt that place and Bethlehem. Upon 
which circumftance% the pn^ihet raifes one of the 
moll alFe£ling feenes that couldH^e conceived ^ for, 
as the tribes, in their fbiTOwful journey betwixt 
Rama and Bethlehem, in their way to Babylon, 
were Aippbfed to nafs by this monumental pilkr 
of their ancellor Kachael, Jacobis wife, the pro- 
phet, by a common liberty in rhetorick, intro^ 
duces bcF^s^ riling up out Os her fopujehre, and, 
rs the common mother of tw'O of their tribes* 
weejnwg fcM* her chiJdrmi, bewailing the fod cata- 
llropbe of her pofterity led away into a ftrange 
land, — — refufing to be comforted, becanfe they 
were not,— -Ion and cut off from their country, 
and, in all kkdthood, never to be reflorcd hack to 
her again. 

The Jewifli interpreters fay upon this, that the 
patriarch Jacob buried Rachael in this very place, 
forefceing* by the fpitit of prophecy, that his 
pofterity fbould that way be led captive^ that ftie 
n%lit, as theypaffed her, intercede for them* — 

Bat 
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But this fanciful fupcrftmflturc upon ttie paf- 
fage, feenis to be little clfe than a mtrrc^itream 
of foine of the Jewifti doctors ; and indeed, had 
they not dream’d k when they did, *tis gteat odds, 
but fomc of the Rothifh dreamers wonld have 
hit upon it before now. For a$ it favourk the 
doftrinc of interceffions — there had not been 
undeniable vouchers for the real inventors of the 
conceit, one fhould much fooncr hare fought for 
it amongk the ora! traditions of this churchy than 
in the Talmud, where it is. — 

But this by the by. There is ftill another in- 
terpretation of the words here cited by St. Mat-* 
thew, which altogether •excludes this fccnical rc- 
prefentation I have given of them'.— —By 
^tis thought that the lamentation of Rachael,' 
here deferibed, has no initnediatc reference to 
Rachael, Jacob’s wife ; but that it fimpJy aU 
ludcs to the forrows of her dcfccndcnts, the di- 
ftrefled mothers of the tribes"^ of Benjamin and 
Ephraim, who might accompany their children, 
led into captivity, -as far as Rama, in their way 
to Babylon, who wept and wailed upon this fad: 
occaiion, and as the prophet delcribes them in 
the perfon of Rachael, refufing to be comforted 
for the lofs of Her children, looking upon their 
departure- without hope or pro^peft of ever be- 
holding a return. 

Which ever of the two fenfes you give the 
words of the prophet, the applicatioil^ of them 
by the evangelift is equally juft and faithful* For 
as the former feene he relates was tranfa^ed up- 
on the very fame ftage,?*—*— in the fame diftrifb 
of Bethlehem near Rama,— r^w here fo many mo- 
thers of the fame* tribe now fuffered this fecotrid 
moft affeiting blow — ^thc words of Jeremiah, aa 
M3 the 


a: 
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the erangdift obfcm^ vnert aocojntiplUIi- 

ed| and no doubt^ in .ihju:. horrid d^y* ^ voice 
, -was heard again in Raina> lamentation and bit- 
ter weeping— ^Rachael weeping fot her children, 
and re^ufing to be .comforted ^^wevery Bethle- 
mitifh mother involved in this calamity, heh^- 
ing it with hopelefs forrow— ^ive -vent to it— 
each one bewailing he^ 4ihUdreii, and lamenting 
the hardnefs of their -with riie angnifli of a 
heart as incapable of cpnfohttioii, as they were 
of red refs. Monfter J—could no confiderationof^ 
all this tender forrow, flay, thy hands ?-?rCotild 
no ,refle£tion upon fo much bitter lamentation 
throughout the coafts of Bethlehem, interpofe and 
plead in behalf of fo many wretched objects, aa 
.tins tragedy would make r— Was there no way- 
open to ambition, but th^kt thou muft trample 
upon the affe£t:ions of nature ? Could no pky foe 
the innocence of chUdhoood — -no fympathy for 
the yearnings of parental love, inclinetheetofome 
other meafures for thy feemrity — but thou muft 
thus pitilefly rufli in— take the vi4Stinpi -by vio- 
lence— tear it from the embraces of the i|i®$her 
— offer it up before her ey^ — leave her difoon- 
folate for cyer— broken-hearted with a lots— fi> 
affefiing in itfelfo — ^o circumftanccd with hor- 
ror, that no time, how friandly foever the 

mournful ►fliouid ever be able to wear out the 

hnpreflion ? , . . * 

There is nothing in which the mind of man is- 
more dhided than in the accounts of this horrid 
mature* For when we confider man, as fafliipned 
by his Maker — innocent and upright-i-foll of the 
tendereft diipoiitions-rrwith a ^art inclining .him 
to kindneft, and the love atih prote^ion of his 
|pcciegh-«^thx^ idea of him would almoft foake 
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the credit of fupfc SMqcounts ; fo that.ta dear 

tiicm— we »re forced td take a fec«md view of 
maPhr^very 49|5JPC^ fr(Hii tliU favourable, one, in 
wbidh we cepre&nt him jo i^nr imagi- 

nationsr^^— that k— ^->^e arc obliged to.eonfider 
hin)|~not aa he was madc»-^-— but as he k^w~-va 
creature, by the violetiee and irreguiarity of his 
palTions, capable of being perverted from aU thefe 
friendly and benevolent propenfities, smd fome^ 
times nurried into evcelTes fo to them, 

as to render the moft unslatural and horrid ac* 
counts of what he does* bnt too probabJc.--r-.Thc 
truth of this obfervation will be esmnplificd in 
the «eafe before us« lor neat to the fs^i^th and 
charad:cr of the hiftorian who reports fuch 

fafts, the particular ehara£fer of the peifbn 

who coTnmitted them k to he confidered as a ' 
voucher for their tiuth and credibility s — ^andrif, 
upon inquiry, it appears that the matr a^cd but 
confiftent with himftlf,-^iid juft as you would 
have eiKpe^ied from hk piinciplesr^he credit of 
the hiftorian is reftored,-'— ^aaad the fa£t related 
ftands inconteftkbk, from fo ftrong and concur- 
ring an evidence on its fide,-— 

With this view; it may not be an unacceptable 
applfoation of the remaining part of a difeourfe 
u^n this day, to give you a &etch of the oba4> 
rafter of Herod, not as drawn from feripture,-— 
for,, in general, it fumiflic* us with few mate- 
rials for fuch deferiptions : — ^the facred feriprure 
cuts off -in few words the hiftory of the ungodly, 
how great foever' they were in the eyes of the^ 
world,— -^nd, on the other hand, dwells largely 
Upon the fmalleft a£fiqos of the righteous.— We 
hnd all the circuittftancesof the liveekpf Abraham, 
Kaac, Jacobj, and Jofeph, recorded in the mW 

nuteft 
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notcft laanner.*— — The .iricked 'fceiii diily fliMt- 
tkmcd with f egret 5 jyft bright upon the ftagej 
op purpofe to be condemned. The ufe and id* 
vantage of which conduft*— I fuppofcj the 
reaibn-'*— “!as in general it enlarged on no charac.* 
ter, but what is worthy of imitation. ’Tis how- 
ever undeniable, that the Uves of bad men are 
not without- nfe 5 — and wlienever fuch a one is 
drawn, not with a corrupt view to be admired, 
whut on purpofe to be dctefted,— it muft cxciw 
fuch an horror againft vice, as will ftrike indi- 
redly the fame good imprcflion. And though 
it is painful in the laft degree to uaint a man in 
the {hades which his vices have can upon him,— - 
yet when it fcrves this end, and at the fame time 
illuflrates a point in facrcd hiftory— it carries its 
own excufe with it. 

This Herod, therefore, of whom the evangc- 
lift {peaks, if you take a fuperficial view of his 
life, you would fay, was a compound of good and 
evil } that though he was certanly a bad man,— 
yet you would think the mals was. tempered at 
the feme time with a mixture of good qualities. 
So that, in courfe, as is not uncommon, he 
would ajqicar with two charafiers very different 
from each other. If you looked upon die more 
favourable fide, you would fee a man of great 

addrefs — ^popular in his behaviour, generous, 

prince-like in his entertainments and expences, 
and, in a word, fet off with all fuch virtue and 
{hewy properties, as bid high , for the counte- 
nance and approbation of the world. 

View him in an other, light, he was an ambi- 
tious, defigning man, fi ilpieious of all the 

— rapacious,— implacable in his temper, 
w^out ienfe of religion,— -or feeling of huma- 
nity. 
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m ^11 ifnchi ttmpk^ Aaini^kri 
thi»|--^be*w^f thf »6^Jy 4s,Ur-to 

film ttp the goo4 aad tfcc each 

^a<£cb^ t^fa^leftei^ of ihefir aitkjea from 
et^ mi (aa wo <lo in pafjSatg &thtx 
credit to the man for what remain^ nfw 
hnee^ Now, tbo’ thi$- feema a |ak,*r^4*{ I'jfear 
’tis often a faUacions i^toaingj-vw^hijcfei iho* it 
may ferve in many ordinafy cafes df priiaia life,* 
yet will not boM g^d m the more notomms m- 
ftimees of mens Ikes, e%ccia% when omnpli- 
cated with good and badi a* exceed ail com* 
mon bounds and pre^rtions^ Not to be deceiy-. 
ed in fneb cafes« we mail wprk by a 
rule, which, tbo^ it may appear left caftdi4,»yet, 
to make amends,^ 1 am peifnaded will bebig vi 
in general much nearer to the thk^ we 
which is truth. The way W whi^'b all 

judgments of this kind, to diftin^gu^ 
in p-ur eye the principal a0d p«dwa^ wWca 

leads the charaflbe^-^and. fcpnrate that frnm the 
other parts of iWn take n<!>tice, bw far 

his other qualities, good aiul bad, are brought to 
ferve and fupport that. For want of this di^ 
ftinction, — we often think Qi^rfclves inconfiftent 
creature^, when wo arc the furtheft from k, wd 
all the variety of fliapes and contradiflory ap- 
pearances we put'on, arc, in truth, Inif fo many, 
diflerent attempts to gratify the fame goveinmg 
appetite.— 

With this clew, kt as endeavour to unravel 
this charailer of Herod, as here given. 

The firft thing wWch ftrikes one in ir, is am** 
bition, ad immoderate thirft, as w ell as . jealoufy 
of power*,— how inconfiftent foertr in other 
parjs, his cUara^lcr appears invariable in tbts^ 

ana 
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ffend»^cry aftion of hi$ was^ tf^c to *' 

From iKsnoc wo -may to cotidu#! that 

this, was A// ruling pffioo,— ths^ ino^ if 
not all the other wheels were put in motion by 
this.firft fpring. Now lot u$ consider how far this 
was the cafe in faft* 

To begin with the worft part of him,~*-~«*I 
faid^ he was a man of no fenfe of rdij^ion, or at 
leaft.no other fcnfe of it, but that which fenred 
his turn-— for he is recorded to have built temple 
in Judea, and ercfked images in them for idola^ 

trous worftiip, not from a perfuafion of doing 

right, for he was bred a Jew, and coufcquehtly 
taught to abhor all idolati^ — ^but he was in truth 
facriftcing all bis time to a facred idol of his own, 
his ruling paffionj for, -if we may truft Joftphus, 
his foie view in fo grojfs a compliance was,' to in- 
gratiate himfclf with Auguftus and the great men 
of Rome, from whom he held his powen— — 
With this he was greedy and rapacious — ^how 
could he be otherwife, with fo devouring, ah ap- 
petite as ambition^ to provicte for?-— He wasj jea- 
lous in his nature, and ftdpicious of all thei|Orld« 

Shew me an ambitious man that is not fo| for 
as fuch a niaii^s hand, like lihmael’s, is agdnft 
every man, he concludes, that eyery man’s hand, 
in courfe, is againft him. 

Few men were ever guilty of more aftonifti- 

ing a£ls of cruelty and yet the particular in- 

flances of them in Herod were fuch as he was 
liurried into, by the alarms this wiiking paffi<yn 
perpetually gave him. He put the wh<3e Sana^ 
drim to the fword, — fparing nei,U»er age, or wiff 
dom, or m^it— — one carmqt fuppofc, fimply 
from an inclination to cruelty — no— they had op- 
pofed the eftablifhment of his power at Jerufalem^ 
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His own fOns, two hp^f&l yonths, he out off 
by a puWfc^i6Ccuti<3to.*---Th«J wbrft inoh have na^- 
turalfaffed^on-A^nd fncb a ad tbid wc^ld 

run^^fo contrary to the naturd Wotting ^ 
that you are forced to fuppofe|he 
more violent inclination to ov^-rulc aiid cMqner 
it« And fo it wad^ foir the JewHh hiftc^lan tells 
ns, Hwas jealoufy of power, -^hls dai^lin^ ob|e£i! 

which he feared they would (me day or other 
difpofiefs him— inducement to tranfport 
a nianof fuch a temper into the bloodieft et- 
ceffes.. , ' 

Thus far this one fatal atid extravagant paffion, 
accounts for the dark fide of Hcrod^s chafa^for. 
ITiis goveiming principle being firft laid open— all 
his oimer had actions follow in courfe/like fo ma- 
ny fymptomatic complaints from the (kme diftem- 
pcr. - ' ' 

Let us fee, if this was not the cafe even of his 
yirt^s^oo. 

ARjpl fight it feems a myftery — how a man, 
fo bjnck as Scrod has been thus, far deferibed-^ 
fhotjl^be abk to fupport himfclf in the favour and 
frienomip of fo wife and penetrating a Body of 
ittctai^Jis the' Roman fenate, of whom he held hi$ 
power. To cOuntet-bafence the weight of fo bad 
and detefted a charafter-^and be able to bear it 
up, as Herod did, one would think he muft have 
been matter of fome great fecrct, worth inquir- 
ing afier«he Was fo. But that fecrct was no o- 
tbrf than what appears on this reverie of his 
OharaKffer, He was a perfon of great addtefs^ 
popular in his outward behaviour— he was' glfenfe- 
itous, prince4ike >n. his entertainments and ex- 
pent^. The world was then as corrupt, $it leaft^ 
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ptice vTt id be bdUgbtr^iid 

liMid Md the It^dft for its gdod ^(^d aid 

And in mith, ht jflaJdg^ tbi^ fo ntfi, 

^hat netwidiibtMiftg tbc gencratl ddiim atid 
pi^dSfblfion i^hidi arcHfe afgAinft fe hattAil a ch^ 
fafter^ai ‘i^Jight of all the ill i*npteffions from IK 
many itepdated complaints! I3f Ms trndtids aid 
oppref5ons*-be yet the terrifeftt-i^^d 

by the ^ecibijs difplay -df tbefe pi^laf Vlrtp^, 
bore himfelf up againft it all his nfe. So that 
at lengthy 'when he ibinmoned to Rome, to 
anftwr for hb crimes^^-^-^Jdfephu^ tells us— thart 
by the mere magnificence Uf nk expences— 4nd 
the apparent gencrofity of hh bfehaviour^ he en- 
tirely confuted the tjvhoie ^at^e-^and fp ingra*- 
tinted himfelf with the Roman fenate— and won 
the heart of Augtiftus— (as he had that of An- 
thony before) that he ever after had his %yotiT 
and tindnefs ; whieh I caiuot mention without 
adding— ithar it is an eternal ftain upon the 
raficr and memory of Augdftus, thsft^he fold fiis 
countenance and proteftion to fo bad a man, for 
fo mean and bafe a confidotdtiOn. 

From this point of view, if look back tip- 
on Herod — his beft qualities will Shrink Into little 
room, and how glittering foever in iappearanoe, 
when brought to this balance, are found wanting. 
And in tjufb, if we would not wiC[iU|ly be de- 
ceived in the vafucipf any virtue, or ret of vir- 
tues in fo complex a charaSk^fir— --Wc mutt call 
therit to this vety account | ^efcaittirtc whom they 
ferve, what paffion and whfct principle they 
have for their matter. Whpn this is under- 
ftood, the whole clew is unravelled at once, 

and 
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of a| coni^O^aft H 

ia givm iis in,Mft<^y-^^ a«4y%if'¥ 

foi]^med up in throe words----^fW ie 
gT unkmn^ anMtkn% nish j^mh at 

th^ not oi^y;hi 9 ificies^^w 
l^rid} t<^ his ru%g p^oui but Mb ^ 

(u they dcfervc the naine) were drawn 
lifted into the feme fervi^* 

Thus nrndi for the «il^ra£ler of Hcr^“-*-^tlifi 
eritieal reviw qf .whic^ has many obyious ufes^ 
to which I may trull you, having time, but ito 
mention that particul|ir one which firft led me 
into this examination, nam^y, that nil obje^ons 
againft the evangcUft^s awpnnt of this day^s 

flaughter of the Bethlctnkift infants from the 

incredibility of fo horrid an,account — arc lilcnci^l 
by this account of the man ^ Cnee in this lie adccl 
but like himfelf, and juft fo a$ yoii would exped 
in the fame circumftances, from every man of lb 
ambitious a head a nd fo bad a hearts— -Con- 

fidcr, what havpek ambition has made how 

often the fanie tragedy has been a£ted upon larger 

theatres where nOt only the innocence of chfld^ 

hood— — or the grey hairs of the aged, have 

found no protefliipn ‘but whole countries witli- 

otft diftinftion have been put to the fword^ or, 
what is as crue], have been driven forth to naked^ 
nefs and famine, to make way for new ones, un*^ 
der the guidance of this paffion-— — For a fpeci^ 
men of this, refleil upon tb^j^^y related by Plu^ 
tarch — when, by order Roman 4natc, 

feventy populous cities were unawares facked and 
deftrpyed at pne prefixed hour, by P. dEmilius-^ 
by whom one hundred and fifty thoufand unhappy- 
people were driven in one day into .captivity — 
to be fold to the higheft bidder, to end their days 
*VoL*IV. ,N in 
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in cruel labour and anguilh. As aftonilhing as the 
account before us is, it vanifoes 
foch views, fined it is plain from aU hiftmy, that 
there is no wickednefs too great for fo unbounded 
a carife, and that the moft horrid accounts in h^ 
tory are, as I faid above, but too probable effeOf 

**^Mav God of his mercy defend mankind from 
future^experiments of this kind S^ant, we 

maJTake a proper ufe of them, for the fake of 
Jesus Christ, ^mcn: ' 
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Job XIV. i, 2- 


Man that is horn of a woman^ is of few days^ and 
full of trouble comeih forth Uke a flower^ 

and is cut down ; he fiteih alfo as a Jhadow^ and 
coniinueth noi> 


T here « fomcthing in tliis rcfledion of 
holy Job’s upon the ihortnefs of life, and 
inftability of human affairs^ fg beautiful and truly 
fublime ; that one might challenge the writings 
of the moft celebrated orators of antiquity, to 
produce a fpccimcn of eloquence, fo noble and 
thoroughly affcfling. Whether this effedl be 
owing, in fome racafure, to the pathetic nature 
of the fubje^i rcfleded on ; — -or to the caflcrn* 
manner of expreffion, in a ftile more exalted and 
fuitable to fo great a fubjeii, or (which is ihe 
more likely account) becaufe they are properly 
the words of that Being, who f^rft infplied man 
with language, and taught his mouth to utter, 
who opened the lips of the dumb, and made the 
tongue of the infant eloquent to which of tbefc 
we are to refer the beauty and fublimity of this, 
as well as thatdf numberlefs other paffages in ho- 
ly writ, may not feem now material 5 but furcly, 
N 3 ' ' without. 
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tbefe aeve# tJiiatt better 

"lified to make juft and tibifte npim< 

ifaofti^fs of honis^t^ lifei m buman 

lUGFaifs^ than Jo¥ lisaa, Umfelf waded 

tbi!Ough a fea of tt^dubii&Sf and in bt$ jpaftage 
had ' enconhtemi inaaij ^Idffitudes of ftorms a^ 
ftin-ihiacy .and by tumolrad fdt both the extreihes» 
of aU the happindk, and alf the wr^chednds that 
niortal inan m heir to* 

The beginning of faia.daya waa crowned witir 
every thing that aubbitiDn could wifla for 
was the greateft of sdl men of the Eaft, — ^had 
large and unbounded pofiefEons, and no doubt 
enjoyed all the comforts and adjutages of life, 
which they could admmifter.— PerhafjvS you will 
fay, a wife man might not be inclined to give a 
full loofc to this kind of happmefe, without feme 
better fecurity for the fuppoct of it, than the mete 
poftclTion of fuch goods of fortune, which often 
iHp from under us, and fomeiimes unaccountably 
make themfcivcs wdngs, ami fty away.-^ — But he 
had that fecurity too^-~for the band of provi- 
dence, which had thus far proteOed, was ftHl 
leading him forwasds, and feemed engljged'm the 
prderva^nand continuance of thefe bleffings ;~ 
Gou h^ fet a hedge about him, and about all 
that he had on every fidc^ be had blefthd all the 
works of his hands,, and bis fiibfhince iftcreafed 
every day* Indeed," even widr this feemrity, 
riches to him whahatb tmther child nm bmthcTy 
as thewifo maa obferves, inftead of a domfoit, 
prove Ibinetimca a fore travel and vexatibn*r— 
mfod of man is not always fatisfied with the rea-^ 
fonable i aflurance of in& own enjoyments, but wtU 
lobk forwardsi, and if it difeovevs fome imagina-^ 
rjr void, the want of feme helmed objefl: to fill 
his after hina^ wifl often difquict itfcif ill 

vaiHj 
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afid fayy— ftoi^ #Ii©^ lie i iaknir, land 

l%ia tmf to Ilia Ita^inda ^0 had 
taken a«rayi iti bleffingf mm atitb a niimmtol 

anddattolito^ the apfiancdtii^^ 
mors of cdl his pifef«t hasyiiidfc*^^ 
fie^on f to think the _ 

ime's fclf in, IhaH be handed andooP^deddc^n 
to a man’s oarnfeed: how litdo dkms this difkr 
from a fcoMid cigoynnentirf them, to a# 
onate parent ? who n^mnraily looks forward whh 
as ftrong an intcrcft upon his childrm, as if he- 
was to live over again In his own poftertsy* 

What cjsuld be wantinjr to finiih flich a |ni&uire 
of a happy man ?— Sur^ nothing, e^ept a 
tuous difpofition to gi^e a reHih to theife Ueffings^ 
and direA him to make a proper life of ihem^^- 
He had that. too 5 for he was a perfefl: and iipright 
one that feared God, and efchewed evil. 

In the midft of all this profpei ky, which was 
great as could well fall to thc- fliare of one 
nian j— — wbilft all the world looked gay, and 
fmiled upon himv and every thing round him 
feemed to^omifc> if poffible, an increafo of hap- 
pinefs, in one inftant ^ali is changed i^|pibrrow 
and utto" defoair^f*-. 

It pleafes GO0, perpofes, to Idaft the 

forxmtoS' of his houfr, and cilt the hopes of 
bis'^^^crity, aild An one tnoumfol day, to bring 
this great prmoe from his palace down to the 
dunglnll. His flocks and herds, in which con-^ 
the abundance of hi» wealth, were part 
eonfumed by a Are from heaven, the remainder 
taken away by the fword <rft the enemy : his fons 
and daughters, whom 'tk natural to imagincHTo 

S od a man had fo brought up in a fcnfc m thdr 
ty, as to give him aH reafouabk itopes of mudh 


man. 


as 
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. joy and pk^afure in th'car /uturc lives ;~-natural 
profpefl: for a paivjm tb lotfk 'forwa^^ tnfe- 
^ ©ompenfe hinci for tte fla^aiy cares and toaktks 
wliich thdr it^mef bad acoIS: ^hefe dear 

pledges of hk figure happinefe all 

Inat^ed from biin juft at%be time 

that one might imagiac ibcy weie bt^inning^ be 
the eomfbrt and delight of his old age, vrhich 
moft wanted futh ftaves to kan on :~and as cir- 
curtlftances add to att evil, fo they did to this ; — 
fer it fell out not only by a very calamitous acci- 
dent, which Was grievous enough in itfclf ; but 
likewife upon the back of his other misfortunes, 
when he was ill prepared to bear fuch a fhocfc ; 
and what would ftill add to it, it happened at an 
hour when he had leaft reaftm to expeft it, when 
he would naturally think his children fecure and 
out of the way of danger. For whilft they 
were feafting and making merry in their eldcft 
brother’s houfe, a great wind out of the wil- 
dernefs fmote the four corners of the houfe, 
and it fell upon them/’ 

Such a concurrence of misfortunes are not the 
.common lot of many : and yet there ire inftances 
of feme who have uUder^ne^ as fevere trials, 
and bravely ftruggled under them 5 perhaps by 
natural force of fpirits, the advantages of health, 
and the cordial affiftance of a friend. And with 
thefc helps, what may not a man fuftaini^But 
this was not Job’s cafe \ for Icarcc had thefe evils 
fallen upon him, when he was not only born 
down with a grievous diftemper, which afflicted 
- him from the crown of his head to the fok bf his 
foot, but likewife his three friends, in wbofe kind 
oonfolations he migin. have iofind a medicine, — 
even the wife of his bofom, whofe duly it was, 
with a gentle hand, to have foftened all his forrow^, 

inftcad 
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of ,4oiiDg.dii6y <twr>ess ^7 inAiltai aod be- 
eaaw tJte rtspemdkem of liift <0, )G^ ! 

wrhat is maawfacn 'tlion fai^ 'md 

iacuUB«ft ki* burdea besviepy'-oi W flnefagtb 
le£i>^lWlto, tb2t.|a(libuadltiio{elf tiMi« sio^«x> 
anqik of tbe muxf idaetymjmd chftngos. ^ 
XDor^ U'fe. i«" ' W i d ieo bo coaMercd ;« 0 V 

ftr^ied and icflt'‘deftitvte of fb mmy vaftu^e 
bleffiojgs «dMcb, the osoiaent before^ povi- 

doQcehad pound «qim hishead i^^'wfaen he'raefb- 
ed upon this gay ddj^htfmite ftru^rSf hi :^pear- 
ance ib ArongJy lb pleafingly fumuaded 

with every thing diat could flatter his hc^s and 
viflieB, and beheld k ftmoti^ed with the ipontd 
in one moment^ atid ‘Ac udude ptcfp^ vtttaSi 
with it likelbeddcription of an encbantoienty— 
wbo, I lay, that had ieen and felt tbe fliocb*^ 
fo fudden a revolution, would not have been fut- 
niflied with juft .and beautrfi^yefl^ions.tifon the 
occalim ? and faid with Job m the words of the 
text, “ That man that is bota of n wmaan, is 
** ci few days, and ftift of mile^ i— that he com- 
** eth fbi4h.uke a flower, and is cut ttown-t he 
lleetb lalfo as a ftaadows and oontinut^ fat.** 
The words ,of|^ text are an epitome of Ae 
natural and i WM p p yanity of man, and odntnin two 
diftinft deckuat^ns concemii^ bis ftate auid eon* 
dition in each relpefb ; 

Fitft, that he is a cmture of few dajn.} and, 
fecondly, thofe dxw me fuil of tOcnude. 

I ftiail make fome leneflaons upon each of thefe 
in their order, and conclude with a prafkknl lef- 
Ibn from the whole. 

And, firft, thkt he is of few days^ The ctmi- 
panfbn whkh jM> makes ole of, That man rami- 
es forth like a flower* k extrem^ beautifui, 
and more to the porpolb than the mhft daborate 
, , proofii 
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proofs wbidt^ iii tmth, tbe Vill 

admit of i-^the fl^ortncfs of life hieitig a poimt m> 
^ generally complained oi in all ages (ince the floods 
:and fo univerfaity fdtvand acknowledged by 
whole ipecies, at4o,require ito evidence beypnd a 
fimUitude ; the hitentogf which ja not ibinitchio 
prove the feftt as to illaftratc sixd place it in fiich 
a Ught as to ftrike US| and bring the impre%m 
home to ourfelves in a more, afiefting mannen 

Man comes forth^ Jays Job, like a flower, prf 
is cut down ; hets fent into the world the fairdft 
and nobleft part of Go dJ works, ~fafliioned af- 
ter the image of his Creator, with refpefil to rea- 
fon and the great f^ulties of the mind ; he com- 
eth forth gj^rious as the flower of the field ^ as it 
furpafles tw vegetable wprld in , beauty, fo does be 
the animal world in the glory and excellency ;of 
his nature. 

The one— 4£ no untimely accident opprefs k, 
foon arrives at the full peri^ of its perfection, 
is fuifered to triumph for a few moments, and is 
plucked up by the roots in the very pride and gay- 
eft ftage of its being 5 — or if it happens to efca]^ 
the hands of violence, in a few days it neceflarily 
fickens of itfclf, and dies awa^;^ 

Man likewife, though hm.||p^ is flower, 
aiid his duration ibmething longer, yet the periods 
of his growth and declenfion are nearly the iame, 
.both in the nature and manner of them. 

If he cfcapcs the dangers which threaten bis 
tenderer years, he is foon got into the full matu* 
* rity and ftrength of lifc''j and if he is fo fortunate 
as npt to be hurried out of it then by accidents, by 
his own folly and intemperanbe— ^if he efcapes 
thefe, he naturally decays of himfelf ; — a perti^ 
comes faft upon him, beyond which he was nqit 
. made to l{|ft.~Likc a flower pit' fruit which 
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bi f lasted by forte before the tifoe d£ their^^ 

mAtarky^ yet cannot be made to ^ntgrovi^ the pe- 
riod tvben they arc to fade and drop of tliem*** 
fchres ; when that'^comcs/the hdlad bf natnre then 
plucks them both off, and no art of tJie botahift 
carimphold the one, or &iH df the phyfician Wc- 
ferve the other, beyond the periods to which their 
original frames and conftittrtions Were made to 
extend. As God has appdinted aiid detCrmiiied 
the fcvcral growths and decays of the vegetable 
race, fo he feeihs as evidently to have preferibed 
the feme laws to man, as Well as all living crea- 
tures, in the firft rudiments of which, there arc 
cemtained the fpecific powers of their grbwthjrdti- 
ration and extinftion 5 ahd when the e|oldtions*of 
thofe animal powers are exhaufted anArun doWn, 
the creature expires and dies of itfelf, as ripe 
fruit fallvS from the tree, or a flower preferved 
yohd its bloom, drops and penflies upon the llalk. 

Thus much for this comparifon of Job's, 
which, though it is very poetical, yet conv^s a 
juft idea of the thing referred to.— That he fleetb 
‘‘ alfo as a lhadow, and continueth not/' — is no 
lefs a faithful and fine reprefentation of the fhort- 
nefs and vanity of human life, of which one can- 
not give a better* explanation, than bf referring 
to the original, from whence the pidlitre was ta- 
ken.— With how quick a fucccffion dO days, 
months and years pafs over our heads? — ^how tru- 
ly like /fhadow that departeth, do they" flee away 
infenfibly, and fcarce leave an impreffion vvith us? 
—when we endeavour' to call them back by reflec- 
tion, and conGderin what manner they have gone, 
how unable are tlie beft<)f us to give a tolerable 
account ? — ^and were it not for fome of the moi*^ 
remarkable ftages )8:hich have diftinguifhed a few 
periods of this rapid progitfs — ^we Ihbuld look 
^ » back 
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MIt kfim it all ai hts 

when4its awoke ia ^e was 

kdfihle maay tHngs bad paded» and tioid>lad 
Wm too j but |iad paflbd on fo ^juiekly, they bad 
no footftcps b^nd, by Wokh w could be 
otabled |o tra^ tbw Iia^k.*-*‘Mriancikdy ac^iint 
of tbc life of tnaal -lyhicb gOuerally raris Jon in 
fuch a manner^ as fOsu'ce to allow time to make^ 
rdi^&ions which way i% gone. 

How many of Our fiift years Aide by in theinr 
riocent fpqrts of cbil<ihooa» in which we are not 
able to make rcfle£tioxis imbn tljcm ?—- how many 
more thoughtlcfs years* el^pc us in our youth, 
when we arc unwilling to do it, and are fo eager 
in the purfuit of pleaSreis to have no time to, 
fpare, to flop and confider diem ? 

When graver and riper years come on, and we 
begin to think it time to reform and fet up for 
men of fenfe and condu£l, then the bufinefs and 
perplexing interefls of this world, and the eridlefs 
plotting and contriving how to make the moft of 
it, do fo wholly employ us, that We are too bufy 
to make reflefilions upon fo unprofitable afubjeft. 
— As families and children increafe, fo do our af- 
fefi:ioii$, and with them are multiplied our pares 
and toils for their preferyation andeftabliflirtient 5 
-—all which take up our dioughts fo clpfcly, and 
poflefs them fo long, that we a|pC often overtaken 
by grey hairs before we fee them, or have found 
kifure to confukr how far wc were got,-~what 
we ha%»e been doing, —and for what purpofc Coo 
fent us into the world. As man may juftly be 
faid to be of few days, confidered with refpefi to 
this hafty fucceffion of things, ** which, foon car-* 
ries him into the decline of his life, fo - may hp 
Ukewife be faid to flee like a foadow and continue 
not, w^ben his duration is compared with other 
, parts 
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parts of Goi>’s works,, and crtn the works of his 
own hands, which ontlaft him many gcntjrations^ 
— whiift, as Homer ohfcrvcs, Jikc leaves, onege-* 
neration drops, and another ^itigs up to falf a- 
gain and be forgotten. , 

But when we furdicr cou&der his days in the 
light in which we ought chiefly to view them^ as 
they appear in thy fight, O God ! with whom 
a tnoufand years are but as yc^ierdayi when 
we rcfledl what this hand^breadth of life is 
that is meafured out to us from that eternity 
for which he is created, how does his fhort fpan 
vanifli to nothing in the comparifon 1 ’Tis true, 
the greateft portion of time will do the fame, 
vdicn compared with what is to corner and there- 
fore, fo (hort and tranfitory a one, as thrcdcore 
years and ten, beyond which all is declared to be 
labour and forrow, may the eaficr be allowed : 
and yet how uncertain are v.x of that portion,* 
•Jhort as it is? Do not ftn tboufand accidents 
break off the flender thread of human life, long 
before it can be drawn out to that extent ? — ^The 
iiew-bOTii babe falls down an cafy prey, and moul- 
ders back again into duft, like a tender bloflom 
put forth in an untimely hour.— ——The hopeful 
youth, in the very pride and beauty of life is cut 
otr ; fome cruel diftemper, or untbought of acci- 
dent, lays him proftrate upon the earth, to purfuc 
Job’s comparifon, like a blooming flower fmit and 
lb ri veiled up with a malignant blafi:, — ^In this ftage 
of life, chances multiply upon us, — the feeds of 
diforders are fowm by intemperance or neglcA,— 
infeftious diftempers arc more eafily contra£led, 
when contrafted ihey rage with greater violence, 
and the fuccefs in m^tny cafes is more doubtful, in- 
fomuch that they who have exercifed thcmfelves 
VoL. IV. O ^ ia 
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m cotpputationa of this kilicl tel! us, ** That one 
** , half of the whole jlfcecies ivhich ate bor^t hi to 
the world, go out of it again, arid ate all dead 
m fo fhort a ipaec as the 6rfl: fcventeen yeats.^’— 
Thefc’ reflections niaV be fufficient to illuftrate 
the firft part of Job^S deckratiori, That man h 
of fe%£) ^ays,^\ Let us examine the truth of the 
other, and ice, whether he is not likcwife full of 
trouble. 

Artd here we muft not take our account from 
the flattering outfidc of things, which arc geri€- 
lally fet off with a glittering appeataricc enough, 
cfpecially in what is called higher life . — ^Nor can 
we fafely truft the evidence of fornc of the more 
merry and thoughtlefs amongft us, wdio are fo fet 
upon the enjoyment of life, as feldom to refleCl 
upon the troubles of it ; — or who, perhaps, be- 
caufe they are not yet come to this portion of 
their inheritance, imagine it is not the common 
lot. — ^Nor, Jaftly, are we to form an idea of it, 
from the delufive ftories of a few of the moft 
])rofperou8 paflengers, who have fortunately fail- 
ed through and efcaped the rougher toils and dif-*- 
ircifea. But we are to take our account from a 
clofe furvcj of human life, and the real hce*of 
things, ftript of every thing that can palliate or gild 
it oyer. We muft hear the general complaint of 
ullages, and read the biftories of mankind. If 
we look into them, and examine them to the 
bottom, what do they contain but the hiftory of 
fad and uricomfortaDle paffages, which a good- 
natured man cannot read but with oppreflion of 

Ipifits. ^Confider the dreadful fucceffion of 

wars in one part or other of the earth, perpetu- 
ated from one century tp another with fo little in- 
that m^ulpnd hare fcarce bad time to 

breathy. 



brcatbe /rpm them, fince amotion firft cjinic irv^ 
to the world; confider theboJ^rid eiFc£t$ them 
in all thofc; barbarous" dcvaft;|tioiia;' we rca<I of, 
where whole nations have been put tio the fword, 
or have been driven out to nakedriefs and famine 
to make room for new-comers* — ConfideV how 

E cat a^part of our fpccies in ali ages ddWn 

VG been trode under the feet of cruel arid capri- 
cious tyrants, who would iieitber hear their cries, 
nor pity their diftrefles, — CpuRder flavpry,-— 
what it is,— how bitter a draught, and how many 
millions have been mvule to drink of it; — wlijch, if 
it can poifon all earthly happinefs when ex ere i fed 
barely upon our bodies, what nnuft it be, ^ when 
it comprehends both the llairci;y of body and ihJud ? 
*— To conceive this, look into the liiuory of the 
Romiih chuich vand her , tyrants, (or rather exe- 
cutioners,) who feem to have taken pleafure In 
the pangs and convulfidns cf their fcllow-ci'ca*- 
tures, — Examine the inquMltion, hear the melan- 
choly notes founded in every cell. — ConGJcr tint 
anguifli of mock trials, arid the exquifite tortures 
confequent thereupon, mercilefsly infii^led upon 
the unfortunate, where the racked and weary foul 
has fo often wiihed to take its leave — rbut cruelly 
not fuflcred to departs— Con Gdef bow many of 
thefe hclplefs v^^retches h^ve been haled ndm 
thence in all periods of this tyrannick ufurpation, 
to undergo the malTacres and flames to which a 
falfe and a bloody religion has condemned, them. 
If this fad hillory and detail of the more pub- 
lick caufes of themiferiesof man arc not fiaSicient, 
let us behold him in another light, with refpe^t 
to the nioie ptivate caufes of them, and fee whe- 
ther he is not full of trouble likewife there, and 
almoll born tp.it as naturally as the fparks fly up- 
O 2 ' ward«*- 



wards. If we confider man as a creature full of 
wants and neccffitica •( whether real or imaginary 
.which he isiK>t ahlc to fuppljr of himfelf, what 
a train of difappointmehts, ^^enations and depen- 
dencies arc to oeilsen iflTuing from thence, to per«- 
plex and naake his being uneafy ?— — -How rnany 
joflrlings and hard ftruggles do we undergo, in 
making our wzy in tlio world ?— How bar- 
barouily held IVack ? — ^How often, and bafely over- 
thrown, in aiming only at getting bread ? — How 
many of us never attain it-— <it leaft not comfort- 
ably,— rbut from various and unknown caufes — ► 
eat it all their lives long in bittern efs ? 

If we ftiift the fccnc, and look upwards, to-. 
W'ards thofe whofe fituation in life feems to place 
them above the forrows of this kind, yet where 
are they exempt from, others ? Do not all ranks, 
and Conditions of men meet with fad accidents, 
and numberlefs calamities in other refpeAs, 
which often make them go heavily all their lives 
long ? 

' How many fall into chronical infirmities, 
which reiicier both their days and nights refllcfs 
and infupportabic ? — How many of the highefl 
rank are tore up with ambition, or foured with 
difappointments •, and hqw many more, from a 
thoufand fecret caufes of difquiet, pine away in 
filence, and owe their deaths to forrow and dc- 
jeftion of heart ?— If we call our eyes upon the 
lowed clafs and condition of life,— the feene is 
more meiuncholy ftill. — Millions of our fellow- 
creatures, born to no inheritance but poverty 
and trouble, forced by the neceflity of their lots, 
to drudgery and painful emplo.yments, and hard 
fet with that too, to get enough to keep them- 
fclves and familits alive.— So that, upon the 

whole. 
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whole, when we have exaipioijd the ftatte 

and condition of human h^ve ma^ 

fome allowances for" a few f^acious, deceitful 
pleafurcs,* there is fcarcc any thing tp be iotind, 
which contradi£ts job’s description pf 
Which ever way we bok abroad, we fee fome le- 
gible charaAers of what God firll denoun|Oed,a- 
gainft us, V That in Sorrow we fliould eat our 
‘‘ bread, till we return to , the ground, from 

whence we were taken/’ 

But fome one will fay, Why are wc thus to be 
put out of love with human life ? To what pur** 
pofe is it to expofe the dark Cdes of it tp u$, 
or enlarge upon the infirmities which are na- 
tural, and confequcntly out of our power to re- 
drefs ? 

1 anfwer, that the fubjeft is nevertbclefs of 
great importance, fmee it is neceflary every crea-' 
ture ftiouUl underftand his^prefent ftate and con- 
dition, to put him in mind of behaving fuitably 
Xo it, — Does not an impartial Survey of man — 
the holding up this ghifs to Ihew him his dcfeils 
and natural iofirmities, naturally tend to cure his 
pride, and clothe him with huniillty, w^hich is a 
drefs that bell becomes a ihort-lived and a wretch- 
ed creature ? — Docs not the confidexation of the 
fliortiitls of our life, convince us of the wifdonv 
of dedicating fo fmall a portion to the gteat pur- 
pofes of eternity ? 

Lalily, When we refleft that this fpau of difp,, 
fliort as it is, is chequeied with fo many trou- 
bles, that there is nothing in this world Springs 


♦ N, B. Mofl of ^befe refiedions upon the miferics of lift,, 
OK tjikcii from \Vwlliill9n, 

o i . U^, 
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up, or can be enjoyed without a miKture of" 
x»w, how infcnfiUy docs k incline n$ to turn our 
eyes and aff'e&icois from fo * gloomy a profpe£^:, 
and fix them upon that happier county,, where-, 
afflictions cannot follow us, and where God will' 
wipe away all tears from off cyur. faces, for ever* 
;^d,cvcr! Jmau 
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James u 2$. 

any man among you feem to he religious^ and bri£- 
Uth not his tongue ^ hut decciveih his own hearty 
that man*s religion is vain*. 

O r the many duties owing both to God and 
our ncighlx)ur, there are fcarcc any men ib 
bad, as not to acquit thcmfelves.of feme, and few 
fo good, I fear, as to praftife all. 

Every man feems willing enough to compound 
the matter, and adopt fo much of the fyftem, as 
will Icaft interfere with his^ principal and ruling 
pafUon ; and for thofe parts, which would occa**^ 
fion a more troublefomc oppofition, to confider 
them as hard fayings, and fo leave them for thofe 
to praftife, whofe natural tempers are better fuited 
for the flruggle. So that a man (hall he cove- 
tous, oppreftive, revengeful, neither a lover of 
truth, or common honefty, and yet, at the fame 
time, fliall he wry religious, and fo fanftified, as 
not once to fail of paying his morning and even- 
ing Cicrifice to God. So, on the other hand, a 
man feall live without God in the world, have 
neither any great feiife of religion, or indeed pre^ 
tend to have any, and yet be of niceft honour, 
confeientioufly juft and fair in all his dealings. 
And here if is that men generally betray them- 
fclves, deceiving, as the apoftle fays, their own 
hearts 5 of which the iiiflanccs are lb various, in 

one 
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one degree or other throughout human life, that 
one might fafely fay, the bulk of mankind live in 
fuch a contradi< 5 tion to themfelves, that there 13 
no charaftcr fo hard to be met with, as one, which,, 
upon a critical examination, will appear altoge- 
ther uniform, and, in every ppHit, confident with 
itfclf. 

If fuch a confraft was only obferVaWe in the 
diiFerent ftages of a man’s life, it would cea^ to 
be cither a matter of wonder, or of juft reproach. 
Age, experience, and much reflcdlion, may 
til rally enough be fuppofed to alter a man’s fenfe 
of things^ and fo entirely to transform him, that 
not only in putward appearances, but in the very 
caft and turn of his be, may be as unlike 

and different from tlie man he was twenty or thirty 
years ago, as he ever was from any thing of bis 
own fpccies. This, I fay, is naturally to be ac- 
counted for, and in fome cafes might be pralfe- 
werthy too : but the obfervation is io be ma<le of 
men in the fame period of their lives, that in the 
fame day, fometimes in the very farpe a£lion,, 
they are utterly inconfiftent and irreconcileablc 
with themlclvCvS, — Look at a man in one bght, 
and he ftiall feem wife, penetrating, difereet, and 
brave: behold him in another point of view, and 
you fee a creature all over folly and indiferetion, 
weak and timorous, as cowardice and indiferetion 
can make him. A man ftiall appear gentle, cour- 
teous, and benevolent to all manlund ^ fi;)llow 
him into his own houfc, may be you fee a tyiant, 
morqle and favage to all whofe happinefs depends 
upon bis kindnefs. A third, in his general beha- 
viour, is found to be generous, difmterefted, hu^ 
mane and friendly meat but the fad ftoiy of the 
friendlefs orphans, too creduloufly trufting a^l 
their little fuhftance into his hands, and he fliall 

appear 
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appear more fordid, more pitilefe and unjuft^ than 
the injCircd themfelves have bitternefs to paint 
him. Another fhall be charitable to the poor, 
uncharitable in his cenfures and opinions of all 
the reft of the world bclidcs temperate in _ his 
appetites, intemperate in his tongue $ fhail have 
too much confcience and religion to cheat the 
man who trufts him, and perhaps, as far as the 
bufinefs of debtdr and creditor extends, fliall be 
juft and fcrupulous to the uttermoft inite; yet in 
matters of lull as great concern, where he is to 
have the handling of the parties reputation and 
good name, — the deareft, the tendered: property 
the man has, he will do him irreparable damage,' 
and rob him there without meafure Or pity. 

And this feems td be that particular piece of 
iiiconfiftcncy and contradiction which the text is 
levelled at; in which the words feem fo pointed, 
as if St, James had known mgre flagrant inftances 
of this kind of delufion than what had fallen under 
the obfervation of any of the reft of the apoftles; 
he being more remarkably vehement and copious 
upon that fubjeft than any other. 

Doubtlefs lomc of his converts had been noto- 
riotilly wicked and licentious, in this.remorfelefs 
priiCtice of defamation and evil-fpeaking. Per- 
haps the holy man, tho^ fpotlefs as an angel, (lor 
no character is too facred for calumny to blacken) 
had gricvoully fuffered bimfelf, and, as his blef- 
fed fefter foretold him, had been cruelly reviled, 
and evil fpoken of. 

All his labours in the gofpel, his unafleCted and 
perpetual folicitude for the prefervation of his 
flock, his watchings, his fallings, bis poverty, 
his natural fmiplicity and innocence of life, alt^ 
perhaps, were not enough to defend him from this 
unruly w^eapon, fo full of deadly poifon. And what 
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in afl fitdihobd eriiglit move his fon'ow and indig- 
nation tnorc^ foirne who fwmed the moft deroiit 
and zealous of dihts converts, were the moft mer- 
cilcfs and uncharitable in that relpctl i having a 
form of godlhicfs, full of bitter envyings and ftrifc. 

With fucb it is that he r^poftulates fb largely 
in the third chapter of his epftic ; and there is 
fomething in his vivacity, tempered with fuch af- 
feftion and concern, as wdl fuited the charadcr 
of an infpired man. My brethren, fays the apo- 
ftle, thefe things ought not to be. — ^llae wifdom 
that is from above, is pure, peaceable, gentle, 
full of mercy, without partiality, without hy- 
pocrify. The wifdom from above — ^that hea- 
venly religion which I have preached to you, is 
pure, alile and confiftent with itfelf in all its parts ; 
like its great author, ’tis univerfally kind and be- 
nevolent in ajl cafes and circumftanees. Its drft 
glad-tidings were peace upon earth, good-will to- 
wards men ; its chief corner ftone, its moft dif- 
tinguifliing chara<£ter is love, that kind principle 
which brought it down, in the pure cxercife of 
which confifts the chief enjoyment of heaven 
fibm whence it came. But this pradice, my bre- 
thren, cometh not from above, but is earthly, 
fenfual, devillfh, full of confufion and ev t/ evil 
■work. RefleCl then a moment; can a fitiUain 
fend forth, at the fame place, fweet water and 
bitter ? can the fig-tree, my brethren, bear olive- 
berries, cither a vine, figs? Lay your hand^ up- 
on your hearts, and let your confciences fpeak.— 
Ought not the fiimc juft principle which reftrains 
you from cruelty and wrong in one cafe, equally 
to withhold you from it in Another ?— Should 
not charity and good will, like the principle of 
life, circulating through the fmalleft vclTels in 
«vcry member, ought it not to operate as regu- 
" : 1 larly 
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Jariy upon you, throiigbout, as well upon your 
iKOcdSi as upon your aftions ? 

If a man is wife, and endued with knowledge, 
let him fliew it, out of a good converfation, with 
lueekmefs of wtfdom. But^ — ^if any man amongfl 
you &cmcth to be ueligious-p—fecmeth to bcj~ 
for truly religious he cannot bci-— — and bridleth 
not his tongue,, ubut decei^eth his own heart, thi« 
man’s religion is vain.~This is the full force of 
St. James’s rcafoning ; upon which I have dwelt 
the more, it being the foundation upon which is 
grounded this clear decifion of the matter left us 
in the text- In which the apoflle feems to hayc 
fet the two characters of a faint and a flahderer -at 
fuch variance, that one would have thought they 
could never have had a heart to have met toge* 
ther again. But there are no alliances too ftranjgc 
for this world. How many may we obferve eve- 
ry day, even of the gentler fex, as well as our 
own, who, without convidSion of doing much 
wrong, in the midil of a full career of calumny 
and defamation, rife up pun£lual at the Bated 
hour of prayer, leave the cruel Bory half untold 
till they return, go, and kneel down before the 
throne of heaven, thank God that he bad not 
made them like others, and that his Holy Spirit 
had enabled them to perform the duties of the 
day, in fo Chriftian and confeientious a manner ! 

This dclufivc itch for flander, too common in 
all ranks of people, whether to gratify a little un- 
generous refentmentj whether oftener out of a 
principle of levelling, from a narrownefs and po- 
verty of foul, ever impatient of merit and fiipe- 
riOtity in others i* whciher a mean ambition, or 
the infatiatc luft of being witty, (a talent in which 
ill nature and malice are ^no ingredients 5) or. 

Von. IV. P lalUy, 
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laftly, whether, from a natural cruelty of 
tion, abftrafted from all views and con fi derations 
of felf : to which one, or whether to- all jointly, 
we are indebted for this contagious malady; thus 
much is certain, from whatever feeds it fpritigs, 
the growth and progrefs of it are as deftrufkivc 
to, as they are unbecoming a civilized people- 
To pafs a hard and ill-natured refleftion, upon an 
undefigning aftion; to invent, or, which is equal- 
ly bad, to propagate a vexatious report, without 
colour and grounds ; to plunder an innocent man 
of his charafter and good name, a jewel which, 
perhaps, he has ftafved himfelf to purchafe, and, 
probably, would hazard his life to fecure ; to rob 
him, at the fame time, of his happinefs and peace 

of mind ; perhaps his bread,-^ the bread, 

may be, of a virtuous family; and all this, as So- 
lomon fays of the madman, who cafteth fire- 
brands, arrows, and death, and faith, Am I not 
m fport ? all this, out of wantonnefs, and oftener 
from worfe motives ; the whole appears fuch 
a complication of badnefs, as requires no words 
or warmth of fancy to aggravate. Pride, 
treachery, envy, hypocrify, malice, cruelty and 
felf-love, may. have been laid, in one ihape or 
other, to have occafioned all the frauds and 
-anifehiefs that ever happened in the world ; 
but the chances agaiuft a coincidence of them all 
in one perfon are fo many, that one would have 
fuppofed the chara£ler of a common flandercr as 
rare and difficult a prewfuftion in nature, as that 
of a great genius, which feldom happens afcove 
once in an age. 

But, whatever was the cafo, when St, James 
wrote his epiftle, we have been very fuccefsful in 
later days, and have found out the art, by a pro*- 

, ,.pcr 
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per management of light and lhade, to compound 
all thefe vices together, fo as to give body and 
llreixgth to the whole, whilft no one but a dif- 
ceming artift is able to difeover the labours that 
join in linifliing the pifture.— ^And indeedj like 
many other bad originals in the world— it ftands 
in need of all the difguife it has. — For who could 
be enamoured of a charafter, made up of fo 
loathfome a compound, — could they behold it 
naked,— in its crooked and deformed fli^pe,^ 
with all its natural and detefled infirmities laid 
open to publick view ? 

And therefore, it were to be wifbed, that one 
could do in this malignant cafe of the mind, — 
what is generally done for the publick good, in 
the more malignant and epidemical cafes of the 
body, — that is, — when they are found infc£lious, 
—to write a niftory of the diftempe% — and af- 
certain all the fymptoms of^ the malady, fo that 
every one might know whom he might venture 
to go near, with tolerable fafety to himfelf. — But^ 
alas ! the fymptoms of this appear in fo many 
llrange and contradiftory fliapes, and vary fo 
wonderfully with the temper and habit of the pa- 
tient, that they are not t© be clafled, — or reduced 
to any one regular fyftcm. 

Ten thoufand are the vehicles in which this 
deadly poifon is prepared and communicated to 
the world ; — and by fome artful hands, ’tis don»^ 
by fo fubtle and nice an infufion, that it is not 
to be tailed or difeovered, but by its cfFefts. 

How frequently is the honefty and intcgiity oT 
a man difppfed of, by a fmile or a fhrug ? — Jlow 
many good and generous aftions have been funk 
into oblivion, by a diftruftful look,— or ftamped 
with the imputation o/ proceeding from bad mo- 
tives, by a myfteiious and feafonable whifper ? 

P ^ . Look 
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Look into companies of thofe whbfe gcniJe na^ 
tares fliould difarm them, — ^we fhall find no bet- 
ter account.-* ^^How large a portion of chaftity 

is fent out of the world by diftant hints^- - 
nodded away, and cruelly winked into fufptcion, 
by the envy of tHofe, who are pall all tempta- 
tion of it themfelves ? How often docs the 

reputation of a hclplcfs creature bleed by a re- 
port which the party, who is at the pains 

to propagate it, beholds with much pity and 

fellow-feeling, that flie is heartily forry for 

it,— -hopes in Gon it is not truer however, 
as Archbilliop Tillotfon wittily obferves upon it, 
is refolved, in the mean time, to give the report 
her pafs, that, at Icaft, it may have fair play to 
take its fortune in the world, — ^ — to be believed 
or not, according to the charity of thofe into 
wl^ofc haniils it fhall happen to fall ? 

So fruitful is this vice in variety of expedients, 
to fatlate, as vJIll as difguife itfelf. But if thefe 

fmoother weapons cut fo fore, what fhiill we 

fay of open and unblufliing fcandal'— ~*fubjc£led 
to no caution — tied clown to no rellraints ? If 
the one, like an arrow Ihot in the dark, does 
ncvcrrhelefs fo much fccret mifehief,— -this, 
like the peftilence, which rageth at noon-day, 
fweeps all before it, levelling, without difl;in£lion, 
the good and the bad 5 a thoufand fall befide it, 

and ten thoufand on its right hand, they fall, 

lb rent and tom in this tender part of them, 

fo unmercifully butchered, as fomettmes never to 
recover either the wounds, or the anguilh of 
heart, — which they have pccafioned.— 

But there is nothing fobad, which will not ad- 
mit of fomething to be Ikid in its defence* 


And 
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And here it may be afked,— whether the in-* 
conveniencies and ill effefts which the world feeLs> 
— fro.m the licentioufnefo of this praftice — are 
not fufEciently counterbalanced by the real in- 
fluence it has upon mens lives and conduft? — 
That if there was no evil-fpeaking in the world, 
thoufanJs would be encourjlged to do ill, and 
would rufli into many indecorums, like a horfc 
into the battle, were they fure to efcape the 
tongues of men. 

That if we take a general view, of the world, 
— we lhall find, that a great deal of virtue, — at 
lead: of the outward appearance of it, is not fo 
much from any fixed principle, as the terror of 
w^hat the world will fay, and the liberty it will 
take upon the occafions we fliall give. 

That if we defeend to particulars, numbers are 
every day taking more pains to be well fpokeu of, 
than what would actually enable theih to live fo 
as to deferve it. % 

That there are many of both fexes who can 
fupport life well enough without honour pr chaf- 
tlty, who, without reputation, (which is but the 
,opinion which the world has of the matter), would 
hide their heads in lhame, and ^nk down in ut- 
ter defpair of happinefs. No doubt the tongue 
is a weapon which docs chaftife many indeco- 
rums which the laws of men will npt reach,— 
and keeps many in awe, whom confctence will 
not ; and where the cafe is indifputably flagrant, 
the ipeaking of it in fuch words as it deferves, 
fcarce comes within the prohibition. — ^In many 
cafes ’tis hard to exprefs ourfelves fo as to fix 
a diftin£lion betwixt oppofite chara£lcrs, — and 
fometimes it may be as much a debt we owe 

P 3 virtues, 
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virtue, tLTid as great a piece of , jufticc to expbfe ^ 
vicious charaiber, and paint it in its proper co- 
lours, as it is to ipeak well of the defervmg, and 
deferibe his particular virtues* And indeed, when 
wc inflift this puniftiment upon the bad, merdy 
out of principle, and without indulgcncics to any 
private paflion of our own,— ’tis a cafe which hapr 
pens fo fcldom, that one venture to except 
it. 

However, to thofc, who in this objeftion are 
really concerned for the caufe of virtue, I cannot 
help recommending what W'ould much more ef- 
feftually ferve her intereft, and be a furcr token 
of their zeal and attachment to her. And that is, 
— ^in all fuch plain inftances, where it feeras to be 
a duty to fix a diftinttion betwixt the good and the 
had, — to let their adions fpeak it inftead of their 
Avords, or at lead to let them both fpeak one lan- 
guage. We all of us talk fo loud a^ainft vicious 
eharaders, amfeare fo unanimous in cair cry a- 
gainft them,— that an unexperienced man, who 
only trufted his ears, would imagine the whok 
world was in an uproar about it, and> that man-- 
kind w'ere all^affociating together, to hunt vioe 
utterly emt of the world. Shift the fcene,-*-and 
let him behold the reception which vice meets 
with, — he will fee the condiift and behaviour of 
the world towards it fo oppolitc to their declara- 
tions, — he will .rind all he heard lb contradiited 
by what he faw, — as to leave him in doubt, which 
of his fenfes he is to truft,— or in which of the 
two cafes mankind were really in earned. Was 
there virtue enough in the w^orld to make a gene- 
lal Hand againlt this con tradi£tiOj\i, — that is— was 
every out who deferved to. be ill fpoken of— fure 

to 
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to be ill looked on — too ; was it a certain confe- 
quence of the lofs of a man's chara£l:er,— to lofe 
his friends, — to lofe the advantages of his birth and 
fortune,— -and thenceforth be univcrfally ftiunncd, 
univerfally flighted 

Was no quality a ibeltcr againft the indecorums 
of the other fex, but was every woman without 
diftindiion, — ^who bad juftly forfeited her reputa- 
tion, — from that moment was flie furc to forfeit 
likewife all claim to civility and refpe£l — ^ 

Or, in a word, — could it be eftabliflied as a law 
in our ceremonial,— <hat wherever characters in 
either fex were become notorious, — it (hould be 
deemed infamous, either to pay or receive a vifit 
from them, and that the door fliould be (hut a- 
ipinft them in all publick places, till thev had fa- 
usfied the world, by giving teftimony ot a better 
Kfc — A few fuch plain and honeft maxims, faith- 
fully put in practice,— wwld force us upon forae 
degree of reformation. Till this ll done, it avails 
little that we have no mercy upon them with our 
tongues, fince they cfcape without feeling any o- 
ther inconvenience. 

We ail cry out that the world is corrupt, — and 
I fear too juftly, — but we never refleft, what we 
have to thank for it, and that it is our open 
countenance of vice, which gives the lie to our 
private cenfurcs of it, which is its chief proteftion 
and encouragement. To thofe, however, who ftill 
believe that evil-fpeaking is fomc terror to evil- 
doers, one may anfwer, as a great man has done 
upon the occafion, — that after all our exhortations 
againft it, 'tis not to be feared, but that there will 
be evil-fpeaking ^ough left in the world to chaf- 
tife the guilty, and we may fafely truft them to 
an ill-naturcd world, that there will be no failure 

- of 



of juftice upon this fcorc. The pailions of men 
are pretty fevere executioners^ and to them let us 
leave this ungrateful t^fk, — and rather ourfel\es 
endeavoilr to cultivate that more friendly one, re- 
commended by the apoftle,— of letting all bitter- 
nefs, and wrath, and clamour, and evil-fpeaking, 
be put away from us,— of being kind to one an- 
other, — tender-hearted, fcrgiving one another, 
even as God for Christ's fake forgave us^ 
Amtfu 
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Arid ivhcn Jofeplss brethren faw that ihe'tr father 
•ivas (itadf they faid^ •will peradventure 

hate uSy and will certainly requite us all the evil 
which we did unto him. 


T here are few inflances of the excrcifc of 
particular virtues which feem harder to at- 
tain to, or which appear more amiable and en- 
gaging in themfclvcs, than thofe of moderation 
and the forgivenefs of in]urics •, and when the 
temptations againfl them happen to be heighten- 
ed by the bitternefs of a provocation on the one 
hand, and the fairnefs of an opportunity to reta- 
liate on the other, the inflances then aie tiuly 
great and heroic. The words of the text (which 
are the confultation of the fons of Jacob amongft 
themfelvcs upon their father Ifraers death, when, 
becaufe it was in jofeph’s power to revenge the 
deadly injury ih?y had formerly done him, they 
concluded in courfc, that it was in his intention), 
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•#111 lead us to a beautiful cxatnpic of this kind 
itt the charafter and behavkoar of Jofepb cun&r 
quent thereupon ; and as it feems a pecfed and 
very engaging pattern of forbearance^ itJmy not 
be intproper to makc -it ferve for the ground«>wmk 
of a difeourfe upon that fubje£);« The whole 
tranfa^ton, from the firft occasion given by Jo* 
fepfe in bis youth, to this laft a£l of remiffiem, at 
the conclufion of his life, may be faid to be u 
mafterpiecc of hiftory. There is not only in the 
maitiner throughout fuch a haj^y, though uncom* 
tnon mixture of firiiplicity and grandeur, which 
is a double chara^er fo hard to be united, that it 
it' feldom to be met with in compofnions merely 
human j but it is likewife related with the great- 
eft variety of tender ^nd affeding circumftances, 
which would afford matter for reflefitions ufoful 
for the conduft of almoft every part and ftage of 
a nian^s life* But as the words of the text,, as 
‘Well as the intention and compafsof this difeourfe, 
particularly confine me to fpeak only to one pointy 
namely, the forgivenefs of injuries, it will bc^ pro- 
per only to confuler fuch circumftaneesjof the ftory 
will place this inftance of it in its juft light i 
atM then proceed to make a more general ufe of 
the great example of moderation and .forbearance 
WhiiA it fers before us* - 
It feems ftrange, a*; firft ftght, that after the 
fons of Jacob had fallen into Joleph’s power, 
when they were forced by the forciic& of .^bc 
famiitc to go down into Egypt to buy corq, , and 
tind found him too good a man even »to expoftu* 
late ^with tuem for an injury, wiiicii he focmed 
then to have digefted, and piOufly^ to fovc^ 'fc- 
folvcd-jntO the over-ruling providence 

^ ’ 'n , . . fgr 
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fot the prefervation of much people, how they , 
could ever after qucftion the uprightnefs of his 
intentious^ or entertain the leaftlufpkion that bis 
reconciliation was diflembled. Would not one 
have imagined, that the man who had difcovered 
fuch a goodnefs of foul, that he fought where to 
weep, becaufe he could not bear the ftruggle^ of 
a counterfeited harihnefs, could ever be fu^eiSed 
afterwards of intending a real one ? — — ^and that 
lie only waited till their father Mraers death to re- 
quite them all the evil which they had done unto 
him. What Hill adds to this difficulty is, that his 
aife^ionate manner in making faitnfelf known tp 
them 1— his goodnefs in forWring, not only W 
reproach them for the injury they had formerly 
done him, but extenuating and excufing the fai& 
to themfeives, bis comforting and peaking kindly 
to them, and feconding all with the tendered 
marks of an undifguiCi^ forgivenefs, in falling 
upon their necks, and weeping aloucH that all the 
houfe of Pharaoh heard him that moreover, 
this behaviour of Jofq>h could not appear to them 
to be the eiFedl of any warm and fudden traniport, 
which might as fuddenly give way to other re- 
fiefbions, but that it evidently fpruaig from a fet- 
tled principle of unconuncm generofity in his na* 
ture, which was above the temptation of making 
nfe of an opportunity for revenge, which the 
courfe of Goo’s providence had put into bis 
hands for better purpoles ; and what might ftilt 
feem to confirm this, was the evidence of his ac- 
tions to tliem afterwards, in bringing them and 
all their houlhokl up out of Canaan, alftl placing 
them near him iri'the land of Gofhen, the richeft 
part of E^ypt, where they had To many years 
experience of his love and kindaefs. And yet it 
VojL. IV, ^ is 
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is plain all this did not clear his motiire from fuf* 
pidon» or at leaft themfelves fromfomeapprebca* 
fions of a chanige in his condu£i them. 

And was it not that tlie whole tranfadliow was 
wrote under the dircdlion of the Spirit ef ‘truthi 
and that oth^ faiftorians concur in doing juilice to 
charadler, and fpeak of him as a com-^ 
pa(Sonate and merciful man, one would be apt, 
you will fay, to imagine here, that Mofes noieht 
poffibly have omitted fomc circumftances of }p- 
fepli’s behaviour, which had alarmed his bre- 
chren, betwixt the time of his firft reconcUiatioa 
and that of their father^s death. — ^For they could 
not be fufpicious of his intentions without fome 
caufe, and fear wliere no fear was.— ^ — But does 
not a guilty confeience often do fo ? and though 
it has the grounds, yet wants the power to think 
itfdf fafe«> 

And could we look into the hearts of thofe 
who know they defenre ill, we fhould find many 
}xn inftance, where a kindnefs from an injured 
hand, where there was leaft reafon to expedt one, 
has ftruck deeper, and touched the heart with a 
degree of remorfe and concern, which perhaps 
no feverity or refentment oould have reached. 
This refledyon will in feme meafurc help to ex- 

J Iain this difficulty wbkh occurs in the ftory. 

'or it is obfervable^ that when the injury they had 
done their brother was firft coitimittedf and the 
fail; was frefti upon their minds, and moft likely 
to have filled them with a faife of guilt, we find 
a^o acknowledgment or complaint to one another 
fuck t:lDad, as one might imagine it had laid 
upon them ; and from that cvcAt, through a long 
coiirfe of years to the time they had gone down 
Egyp^# we read not once of any forrow or 
' Jit compunction 
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cowpun<fVion of heart Tvhich .tlicy haul felt lita'flflg 
all diattimc, for what they had d6ne» Tl>ey had 
artfullyi iin[>^cd upon their |mrcm-^(aml as mcit 
are itigenicms cafuifb ia their affairs,) they 
had, probably, as artfully impofed upon their 
own confdenccs^^anil, p^ibly, had never irii par- 
tially refieiicd upon the a^iion, or co4ifidered%4t^^ 
its juft light, till the many ads of their 
love and kindnefs hispd brought it befoie 
with all the circuniftaiiees of t'g^gravation’*' wSieU 
his behaviour would naturally give it.— — 
then began maturely tso eonfider what tSiey Il«d4 
done;-— that they had firft undefmedty 
him in his* childhood for thaty whkh,* if it was 
ground of complaint^ ought rather tb have 
charged upon the indifcretion^ of the parent ^ thM 
confelcred as a fault in' hinu 'rhat, upon n 
juft examination, and a better knowledge of th^ir 
bi&cuhcr, they had warned even that piettnoe^- — • 
It was* not a blind partiality which feemed lirff 
have directed their' fatlitr^s affection to In'm,- "— » 
though then they thought fo, — for, doubtlm, fo 
much goodnefs and benevolence as ibone foiPthdH 
his nature, now that he ^via« a mart, could not fy 
all of it fo deep concealed in his youth, but the 
fagacity of a parent’s eye would diibOver it j at^tl 
that, in' courfc, their enmity' towjMxl^ him mm 
founded upon that which ought to have wort thek 
eftecnK — ^"Fhat if he had incaatioafly added envV 
to their ill^will> in reporting Ms dreams, which 
prefaced his future, greatnefs ; it was b«t th^ in- 
diicretJon of a youth unpraCtifed the world, 
who ha.d not yet found out the art rtf dlffemblfog 
his hopes and ej.^£l:atiorts, and fcarce ai^ivcd 
at an age to comprehend there was foch a thing in 
the woild as envy and ambilion>f-ihat if foch otV 
0^2 fcnctf 
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fences in a brother fo fakly cftfriicd thdl' own 
isnfes vi'tth iheiTJ, what could they fay for them^ 
felres, when they confidered it was i or this 
i^ad almoft nnanimocilly con laired tp rob him m 
his life?-— 'and though they were happily reftrain*- 
cd from fheddiiig Ws blood, ttpon Reuben^s re-* 
jnonftrance, that they had, ncvcrthelefe, all the 
gutk of the intention to anfwer for* That, what* 
efte motive k was, which then ftayed their hands^ 
their ronfcicnces told them, k covld not be a 
good .one, fince they had changed the fentcnce for 
one no kfs cruel in itfelf, and what, to an inge- 
nuous nature, was worfe than death, to be fold for 
a flave*-^The one was common to all, — the other 
only to the unfortunate. That it was not com- 
p:iffion which riten took place, for, had there been 
any way open to that, his tears and entreaties 
muft have found it, when they faw the anguifli of 
his foul, when he bcfoiight, and they w^ould not 
beat*~That if aught ftill could heighten the re- 
morfe of banifliing a youth, without provocation, 
for ever from his country^ and the protediou of 
his parent, to be expofed naked to the bufletings 
ef the world, and the rough hand of feme mcr- 
cilefs mafter, they would find it in this refleStion, 

That the many afflictions aikd bardfhips which 
they might naturally have expsAed would over- 
take the lad, confequent upon this afkioti, had 
aftualiy faHeti upon him.” 

That, befidee the anguifh of fufpefted virtue, 
he had felt that of a prifon, where he bad long 
lain negleAedi^iil a friendiefs condition ; and where 
the affliction of it was rendered ftill lharper, by 
the daily cxpeClation of bein^ remembered by 
pharaoh's chief butler, and the dil’appointment 
of finding himfeU uiigratefuHy forgotten.-^Atid 

though 



fSmigfi Mofes'teH* us, that |ie found favour in tile 
%-ht of the keeper of the ^rifon; yet the Pfalmyi 
a^ijuaJttts^ns, that hisfufferings were ffiit grieyoua j . 

ikfett w^re hurt with fetters^ and the iroai 
entered ewi* itHo his fitfL And no doubt j bi» 
thren thought the IVnfe of their injury mtifl hit«e 
entered at the. fame time, and was then, titetlud' 
nnd fixed in his mind for ever.- /: 

'it.is natural ioimagine they argued and rdBc^keii - 
in thU manner*, and there f€«nv9 no itccelSfy^of 
feeking for the reafbn of their uneafihefs and dif* 
truft in Jofeph’g condu£l, or any^ other external 
canfe, fince the inward workings of their own 
minds will eafily account for ibc evil they appre^ 

hended. fcrics o( benefits ami kindneffies 

ft am the man they had ii^urcd, gr.tdusilJy heigb|- 
cned the idea of their own guilty till at Jeugm 
they could not conceive, how the treipaf$ CQuki 
be forgiven them I— ^fit appeared with fuch fre9x 
circumllanccs of aggravation, that,^ though ihi^y 
were anivinced his rcfcntriienr flept, yet they 
thought ir only flept, and was likely, fome time 
or other, to aw.ike, and moli probably then, that 
their father was dead, when rhe confideruiion of 
involving him in his revenge hail cc3ied^':andraU 
the duty and oompaflkm he owed t0, grey 
hairs ami happincls of a parent was 
and buried with him. ^ ^ t 

This they exprefs in the confuJhirtiaA* hold 
amongft themfoives, in the words of the: ; 

and in thft following verfe, /e find them 
ingiy fending to him, to deprecate the evil 
dreaded ; and either, becaufe they thought iWr 
father’s name n?brc powerful tbair ihcii own,, in 
this applicatioti~or rather, that they might. rtpt 
commit » frefli injury, in.lceming to fu^petl his 
0^ finccrity^ 



^ K ;pi3^ ;; 

A#® ^ir^iWf 

mr. W€ rf,a«i il^ey ^fient; p;heSkmgt^$ unto Jafepbi^ 
Xby fatb^. d^d command bp^fofe be' 
rtiaij y«^fey unto 

give, J pf ay thee nsm^ the tccfpafs of thy bre*»^ 
tbreu^ th^ir iiu, for they d id unto thee evil t 
aiitd now.ye pray ihee, forgive the ^refpafs of the 
ferVants of the God of thy father**" The ad^ 
dre& was not without art, and was conceived in^ 
fhch words ais feemed to fugged an argument itl; 
their favour, —as if it would not become brinv 
wbo was hu^ a feljowrfervant ©f their fathcr^s 
God, to harbour revenge, or ufe the power 
their father’s God had given him againft bi^ 
children. Nor was there a reafon in any thing,, 
but the fears of a guilty confcience to apprehend 
it, as appears from the reception which the ad^ 
drefs met, which was fucb as befpoke an uncom-» 
mon goodnefs of nature j for when they thm 

f^ke unto him, — the hiftorian fays, he wept*. 

^Sympathy for the forrow and diftrefs of fo many 

fpns of his father, all in his power ,— p ain at 

^ open and ingenuous a confeiTion of their guilt,. 
— concerii,and pity for the long puniOiment ther 
ihufl; have endured by fo ttuhborn aremorfe, which) 
ib many years Teemed not to have diminifhed,— ; 
th^ ailecling. ide^ of thek condition, which, had 
Teemed to reduce them to . the neccffiiy of 
bolding up their hands for mercy, when they 
bad loll tlieir proteftor— fa m;^ny tender paf^ 
lions ffriiggling together at once, overcame him:;i 
—he Durft into tears, which %?ke what no* 
language could attempt. It will he needkfs^, 
therefore, to enlarge any furtWr upon thk in^ 
sident, whici) furnilhes us with fo beau^ful m 
j^idufe of a compadipuate and . for^givii^^ jtmm 

per^ 
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ftXi I tfiink no words lf(d|;!t'ten;ft 
but rather let u» endtavour' wlihd but by Vhat 
helps 'and reafcmiitg the' patriarch* Wiiglit 'bb 
foppofed to- '^ain to fa exalted and ehgaginjgj^ 
a virtue. Perhaps you will fay, That 4ne 
fo thoroughly convinced, as Jofeph leehied. to 
be, of the over*- ruling providentfe of 
which fo evidently makes ufe of the mal^W 
and paflions of men, and turns them ak inftf^ 
ments in his hands to work his own 
ouihers, and bring about his ete^naf decrees,— 
and of which his own hiftory was fo plain aa 
inilance, could not have far to feck for an 
argument to forgivenefs, or feel much ftruggle; 
in ftifiing an inclination againft — But ?ct 
any man lay his hand upon his heaft and fey, 
how often, in inftancea where anger and revenge 
had feized him, has thfe doftrine come in tei^ 

his aid i ^In the bitternefs of an jliront, hov(^, 

often has it calmed bis paflions^ and checked 

the fury of his refentment t ^'fruc and urii-i 

verfally believed as the dodrine is amongft us, it 
feldom does this fermc, though fo wxH fuitecl 
for it, and, like fome wife ftatutc, never executed 
or thought of, though in fuH force, lies as un- 
heeded as if it was not in being. 

’ I'is plain ^was otherwife in the prefettt in* 
fiance, where Jofeph feems to acknowledge the 
influence it had upon him, in his declaration, 
That it was not they, but God who fent, 
him.” And does not this virtue fhine the bright- 
dl in fuch a pious appHcarion of the perfu^on 
to fo benevolent^ purpofe f 

Without derogating from the merit of his for- 
bearance, he might be fuppofed to have caft an^ 
rye upon the el^ge uncertainty of hu-^ 

man 



inAf wWch, ht hit!’' ft'en:-1limfel4^‘tnia«i^ 

^gicfe h?id tonvinmf fehn -zlh m'tmk 

awdfer^s poi%' ef by turns, and ftaiid in^tiecd 
aiiother’ii pity and compaffKDn that 

to reftrain the crucJneSi and ftop ibe iftlblontics 
r^sfentniencs, God has lo ordered it in 
thtJ courfe 6f his providence, that vefy often in 
tl^ia i%f}d— ~-cmr re^-enges rtuirn upon Our 
ibwn heads', and mens violcitt dcaiiiigs upon their 
ovim pates* 

'That befidc^ thefe confiderations,— — that' in 
generduily forgiving an enemy, he was the trueft 
friend to his own chara£for, and ibould gain 
more to it by fuch an inftance of lubduing his 

fpirit, than if he had taken a city.’^ ^"I'he )^rave 

know only how to forgive 5- it h tifc nrioli re- 

fined and generous pitch of virrue; human na- 
ture can arrive at, — * Cowards have done good 
and kind aftions, — cowards ha\e et^n feught-— 
nay fometimes even conquered ; — *but a coward 

inever forgave. It is not in his nature ; — the 

power of doing it flows only from a ftrength 
and greatnefs of foul, confcioijs of its Ow'ii loicc 
and il’Ciifity, and abot^e 'the little temptations of 
refbttiftg every friiitlefs attempt to interrupt its 
happmeis. Moreover, fetting afide all c<mffdc-^ 
rations of his charafter, fo pafhng by an injury, 
he was the trued friend likewife to htN owm hap- 
pinefs and peace of mind ; he never felt that fret- 
fiil ftorm of paffimis which' hui ry men oil to At\s 
of revenge, or fuiVered thofe pangs* Of horror 
iwhich “ piirfue k*- — Thus he might 'poffibly ar- 
and no further 5 — for w?hn of a better 
bundarion and better helps, lie could raiie tl^ 
building no higher ; — —to carry it upwards to its 

perfoitfow, 

* Chriflian L^ro^ 
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|ierfe£li!on> we muft call in to om aid that 
fpiritnal and refined do£brine introduced u{^n k 
by Ci^RiST ; namely, to forgive a brother|. ncit 
only ID feven times^ but to ieventy times 
that is, without limitation. ^ 

In this the excellency of the gofpel is faid by 
fome one, to appear to a remarkable advan^ 
tagej .** That aCbriftian is as much difppfedji) 
love and ferve you, when your enemy, as the 
mere moral man can be, when he is your frienck** 
—This, no doubt, is the tendency of his re- 
ligion;— *but how often, or in what degrees it 
fuccecds how nearly the pra£tice keeps pace 
with the theory, the All-wife fearcher into the, 
fccafts of men, alone is able to determine* But it is 
to be feared, that fuch great efFe£ls are not fo fe^- 
fibly felt, as a fpeculative man would expe£lfram 
fuen pow'crful motives; and there is many a 
Chriftian fociety, which would be glad to com- 
pound amongfi thcmfelves for fome reifer degrees 
of perfefkion on one hand, were they fure to be 
exempted, on the other, from the bad effefts pf 
thofc fretful pafiions which arc ever taking, as 
well as ever giving the occafions of ftrife : the 
beginnings of which, Solomon aptly compares 
to the letting out of waters, the opening a breach 
which no one; can be fure to flop, till U has pro- 
ceeded to the moft fatal events. 

With juftice, therefore, might the fan of Sy- 
rach conclude, concerning pride, that fecret 
ftream which admiuifters to the overflowings of 
refentments, that it was not made for man, nor 
furious anger for him chat is born of a woman : 
that the one diS not become his Ibtion, and that 
the other was deftru£live to all the happinefs. he 
was intended to receive from it. How mikrably^ 
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muft.thofc me^i turn tyrants againft them** 
felves, as well as others, who grow fpleuctic and 
revengeful, not only upon the little unavoidable 
oppof^tions and offences they mull meet with in 
the commeice of the world, but upon thofe which 
only reach them by report ^ and accordingly tor-* 
mtmt their little fouls with meditating how to re*^ 
turn the injury, before they arc ccuain they have 
received one r Whether this eager fenhbility of 
WTongs and refentment, arifes from that genefal 
caufe to which the fon of Syrach feems to reduce 
all fierce anger and paflion; or whether to a cer- 
tain fourncTs of teniper, which Hands in every 
body^s w^ay, and therefore fubjedl: to be often hurt ; 
from w^hich ever caufe the difordcr fprings, the 
advice of the auihor of the book of EcclefiaiUcus 
h proper: Admonifli a friend, fays he, it 

'may be he hath not done it; and if he have, that 
he do it not again. Adraonifli thy friend, it may 
be he bath not iidd it ; and if he have, that hc‘ 
fpcak it not again. There is that flippeth in his 
fpcech, hut n‘-^t Iroin his lieart ; and who is he, 
who hath not oflhndcd wkh his tongue 

I cannot help taking notice here of a certain 
fpecics of forgive nefs which is fcldom enforced or 
thought of, and yet is no way below our regard. 
I mean the forgivenefs of thofe, if w^e may be 
^allowed the ex^prcilion, whom wc have injured 
ourfdves. One would chink that the difficulty 
of forgiving could only reft on the fide of him 
wdio has received ihc wrong; but the truth of the 
fad is often otherwife. The confLloufnefs of 
having provoked another’s refentment, often ex- 
cites the aggreffor to keep befofe-h and with the 
man he has hurt, and not only to hate him for 
the evil he cxpefls in return, but even to purluc 

him 
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him clown, and put it oat 0/ hiff power to make 
repritils. 

The bafenefs of this isfuch, that it is fuffident 
to make the fame obfervation whidi Was made 
iy>on the crime of parricide amongft the Gre- 
cians : — it was fo black, —their Icgiflators did not 
fuppofe it could be committed, and therefore 
made no law to punifli it* 
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DUTY of fctting Bounds to our 
Desires. 
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2 K 1 K G SI IV. 13. 

^nd he faid unto him^ Say no^v unto hir^ Behold^ 
thou haft been careful for us uoith all this care ; 
—what is to he done for thee ?—wouldeJi thou he 
fpokett for to the king^ or the captain of the hojl f 
And jbe nnfweredy I dwell amon^ mine own peo~ 
pie. 


T H E firft part of the text is the words" 
which the prophet Eli{ha puts into the 
mouth of his fcrvant Gebazi^ as a meifage of 
thanks to the woman of Shuncrn, for her great 
kindnefs and hofpitality, of which, after the ac- 
knowledgment of his juft fenfe, which Gehazi is 

bid to deliver in tlue wwds, “ Behold, thou 

haft been careful for us with all this care 5’'— 
he dirc6ls him to inquire in what manner he 
may heft make a return in difchargc of the ob- 
ligation; “ ^hat {hall be done for thee? 

Wouldeft thou be Ipokcn for to the king, or the 
captain of the hoft ?” The laft part of the text 
is the Shunamite’s anfwer, which implies n re- 
11 2 ftifal 



196 S t R M 6 N XIII. 

fufal of the honour or advantage whicff the pro- 
phet intended, to bring upon her by fuch an ap- 
plication, which the indireAly expreflea in h^r 
contcntmeht and fatisfaclion with what fl>e en- 
joyed inkier prefeiit ftationt I dwell amoiigfl 
mine own people.” TliisS inflance of felf-deiiial 
in the Shunamitc, ifrbut properly the introduc-,, 
lion to her ftoiy, and gives rife to that Jong and 
very piithetick tranfaftion which follows in the 
fupcrnatural grant of a child, which God had 

many years denied her 5- the aflccling lofs of 

Jiim as foon as he was grown up and his re- 

oration lo life by.EUflni, after he had been fome 
time dead ;’the.whQlc of which, though extren*c- 
ly iutcidling, and from fuch incidents as would 
aflbicl fulTicient matter for inftrmSlIon, yet as it 
will not fall within the intention of this dif- 
cou'rfe, } fliall beg leave, at this time, barely to 
ronfuler tliefe ,j)revious ciicumllances of it, , to 
wlpch the text Toufines ipc, upon v^nch I ftiall 
enlarge with fuch reflexions as occur, and then 
pioceed to that praXical ufe and exhortalion 
which will naturally fall from it. 

We find, that after Elilha had refeued the dif- 
t redid widow^ and her two fonsfrom the hands of 
liie creditor, by the miraculous multiplication of 
he I oil ; that he pafiid on to Shunem, wbere 
ive read, was a great woman, ajid (he conflrain- 
cd him to eat. bread ; and fo it w'as, that as often 
us he pafled fay, he; turned in thither to eatbread- 
The facred hillorian fpcaks barely of her tempo- 

lal condition and flation in life, ** ^liat flie 

was a great woman but deferibes not the more 
mateiial part of her, her virtues and diaraXer, 
becaufc they were more evidently to be difeover- 
ed from the tranfaXion itfclf, from which it ap- 
pears. 
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pears, that (he was not only wealthy, but !ikewi£^ 
charitable} and of a ver]% confiderate turn of 
mitid# Fot, after many repeated invitations aod 
entertainments at her houfe, finding his occa<* 
fions called him to a frequent paflage that way j 
— ^ihe moves her hulband to fet up and fitrnilh a 
lodgingfor him, with all the conveniencics which 
the fimplicity of thofe times required: And. 
fhe faid unto her hufband, Behold now I perceive 
that this is an holy man of Goo, which paffeth 
by us continually i let us make him a little cham- 
ber, I pray thee, on the wall, and let us fet for 
him there a bed, and a table and a Aool, and a 
candleftick; and it fhall be when he com eth to us, 

that he (hall turn in thither,” -She perceived 

be was a holy man, — ^ftje had had many opportu- 
nities, as he pafied by them continually, of ob- 
fen'ing his behaviour and d^portm^ent, w hich Ibe 
had carefully remarked, and faw plainly what he 
Was, Thas the fanftity and fimplicny of his 
manners,— the feverity of his life,— his zeal 
for the religion of his Gon, and the uncommon 
fervency of his devotion, when he worfliipped be- 
fore him, which feemed his whole bufinefs and 

employment upon earth ; all befpoke him not 

a man of this world, but one whofe heart and af- 
feftions were fixed upon another objeft, which 
Was dearer and more important to him. But as 
fudb outward appearances may, and often have 
been counterfeited, fo that the aftions of a man 
are certainly the only interpreters to be rclkd on,, 
whether fuch colours are true or falfe; — fo ftic 
had heard that all waS of a piece there, and that 
be was throughoMt confiftent : that he had never,, 
in any one inftance of his life, afted as if he had, 
any views in the affairs of this world, in which 
R 3 * he 
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fead never iinercfled himfelf at aU^ but i?t^hem 
the gfery of hit CoD^ or the good and prttferva*- 
^on of his fellow creamres at firft indined him r 

r*- *«-that in a late itiftance, before he cUaihe to* 

Shunem, he had done one of the kindeft and 
moft charitable a£lions that a good man could 
have done, in aflifting the widow and fatherlcfe; 
~^and as the fa£t was fingular, and had juft 
happened before her knowledge of him, no doubt, 
ftte had heard the ftojy with all the tender ciremn^ 
ftaneca which a true report would give it in his 
favour, namely, That a certain woman, whofe 
hufband was latdy dead, and had left her with 
her children in a very hclplefs condition-— very 
deftitiitc-— ^md what wavS ftiil worfc, charged with 
':i debt Ihe was not able to pay,-— -that her ere* 
tlitor bore exceeding hard Uj.>on her, and finding 
her little woith in fubftance, was coming to take 
the advantage which the law allowed, ot feizing 
her two fons for his bondfmen ; — fo that fhe had 
not only luft her hufband, which had made her 
iniferable enough already, but was going to be be-^ 
reared of her children, which were the only 
comfort and fupport of her life : that upon her 
coming to lililha with this fad flory, he w^as 
touched with companion for her misfortunes, and 
had ufed all the power anti intereft which he had 
with his God to relieve and befriend her, which, 
in an unheard of manner, by the miraculous in- 
creafe of her oil, which was the only fubltance 
file had left, he liruJ fo bountifully eftefted, as not 
only to difmtangk* her from her dilFiculties in pay- 
ing the debt, hut withal, what was Itill more ge- 
nerous, to enable her to Jive cojoforrably the re^ 
maindcr of h^i days She conftderetl, that cha- 
rity and' compaflion w^as fo Icaditig a virtue. 



S Jg R M © N 3aiL. 

»iid had fucli an influence upon every other part 
a£ a man's chara^ier, as be a inflficient prpof, 
by itfejf, of the inward difpofition^ and' go^neft 
of tlic heart ; but that fo engaging an inftance of 
it as thisj excercifed in fo kind and feafonable a 
manner, was a demonftration of his,^ - ■ r -r a nd that 
he was in truth, w^hat outward circumAances be* 
fpoke, a holy man of God. As the Shuna- 
mitc\s principle and motive for her hofpitality to 
Eiiiha was juft, as it fprung from an idea of the 
worth and merit of her gueft, fo likewife was the 
manner of doing it kind and confiderate^^It is 
obfervable, ihe does not folicit her hufban^^to 
affign him an apartment in her own houfe, but to 
build him a chamber on the wall apart :~ftie 
confidcrcd, — that true piety wanted no witncfTcs, 
and was always moft at eafe when moft private j 
—that the tumult and diftra£lion of a large fa- 
mily were not fit for the filent meditations^of fo 
holy a man, who would perpetually^ there meet 
with foniething either to in tei rupt his devotion, 
or offend, the purity of his manners ; — that^ more- 
over, under fuch an independent roof, where he 
could take ftielter as often as his occafions requir- 
ed, fhc thought he might tafte the pleafure which 
was natural to man, in poffefling fomething like 
what be could call his owit, — and, ^hat is no 
fmall part of conferring a favour, he would fcarcc 
feel the w^eight of it, or at leaft much feldomcr 
in this manner, than where a daily invitation and 
repetition of the kindnefs perpetually put him in 
mind of his obligation. If any thing could ftill 
■add to this — it was — that it did not appear to be 
the dry ofl’ei of% a iaint civility, but that it came 
cUreCtiy from the heait. There is a nicety in 
fipnelt minds, which w'// not accept of a cold and 

fulpe£tcd , 



fu^ed offer,— and even when it appears to te 
arid truly mefcrtt, there is a modcuy m 
tftte nrcrit' which knows not how to ®f 
no doiiht Ihe had one, if hot both thefe diffiOTi- 
ties to conquer in their turns. For we rcM, l«al 
flie cdllftraincd him, and in aB Hkelihot^ forced 
hh acceptance of it with all the warmth a^ 
friehdly opennefs of a humane and hOTpitable 

temper. < • ^ 

It is with benefits as with injuries in this re- 
fee^, that we do not fo much weigh the acci- 
dental good or evil they do us, as that which they 
were defigned to do us. — ^That is, we confider no 
part of them fo much as their intention; and the 
prophet’s behaviour confequent upon this, {news 
he beheld it through this medium, or in fome fuch 
advantageous light as I have placed it* 

There is no burden fo heavy to a grateful mind, 

as a debt of kindnefs unpaid; and may 

believe EHlha felt it fo, from the earneft defirc 
which he had, Upon the immediate receipt ot 
this, to difeharge himfelf of it, which he ex- 
preffes in the teat in the warmeft manner 

Behold, thou haft been careful for us wth aU. 
this care -.—what (hall be done for thee ? Wouid- 
eft thou be fpoken for to the king, or the captain 
of ifhc hoft .?"’-^Thefe is a degree of honeft im- 
patience in the words, fuch as was natliral to a 
good man, who would net be behind-hand with 
his benefaaor.— But there is one thing which 
may feem ftrangc at firft fight, that as her nation- 
and condition in life were inch, that foe appeared 
rather to have abounded already than ftowl m 
want 6f any thing in this world,r. which fu^ an - 

application could fupply,— why the projfoet foould 

nbt rather have propofed foine l^^intual 
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whlcT), as it would better, become the fane* 
tUy of ln$ cbara£ler on the oi>e bapd, fo^ on, tli<i 
otber^ it wouldjbave done a more real an^ 
fervice to his friend. 

, But we are to rcfle£l^ that in returning fa- 
vours, we aft differently from what wc do in 
conferring them :--«rin the one cafe, we fin^piy 
confidcr what is beft, — in the other, what is moft 
acceptable. The rcalbn is, that we have a right 
to aft according to our own ideas of what 
do the party moft good, in the cafe where wc’be- 
flow a favour; — but where. r^urp one,, we loft 
this right, and aft according tohi^ conceptions who 
lias obliged us, and endeavour to repay in fucli a 
manner as we think is moft likely to be accepted 
in difeharge of the obligation. — So that, though 
V e are not to imagine Kliflia could be wanting m 
religious duties, as well as wiflics to.fo bofpitablc 
:ufrieiid| we may yetfftpji)fc,''hc was 
here by**1»liis prii^Viple of equity — and that^ in ' 
reflefting ill what ^manner he fhould requite bis 
bonefaftrefs, he had confidered, that to pn,e of ^ 
her ullluciit condition, w'ho had all the reafonable, 
comforts of an independent life, —if there was 
any pnffion yet unfati^fied, it muft certainly be 
ambition ; that though in general it was an irre- 
gular appetite, which in moft cafes ’tw^s dange- 
rous to gratify, yet in effeft, *twas only fo far 
criminal, as the power which is acquired was 
perverted to had and vicious purpofes, which it 
was not likely to be here, from the fpccimen flic 
had already given of her difpofition, which (hew- 
ed, that it me ^id wdfli for an increafe of w'^ealth 
and honour, (lie wifhed it only as it would enabft 
her more generoufly to extend her arm in kind 

oiflees, 
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oftces, and increaie Ahe powtr as well the 
portuniti^s of doing good.^ ^ 

, In juflice to Elifna's motive, which irmftfaaW 
been good, we muft fuppafe, he Confldeiied hi^ 
offer in this light; and what prineipafty led him to 
pFopofe it^ was the great intereft which he had 
with the^itTOg of Ifraei At that w^hich he 

had merited by a fignal fervicc; and as he had no 
views for bimfelf^ he thought it could not be em- 
ployed fo well as in eftablilhing the fortune of one, 
whofe-virtue might be fo fafcly trufted with it- 
It was a juftifiablc prepOffeiBon in her favour,— 
though one not always to be relied on ; for there 
is many a one, who in^a moderate ftation, and 
with a Icffer degree of power, has behaved with 
honour and unblemifhed reputation, and w'bo has 
even born the buffet ings of adverfe fortune well, 
and manifeCkd great prefence and ftrength of 
mind under it, whom ncverthclefs a high exalta- 
tion has at once overcome, and fo entirely changed, 
as if the party had left not only his virtue, but even 
himfelf behind him. 

‘ Whether the Shunamitc dreaded to make this 
dangerous experiment of herfelf;— — or, which fS 
more likely, that ftie had learned td fet bounds to 
her defircs, and was too well fatisfied wirii her 
prefent condition to be tempted out of it, flie 
declines the offer in the clofe of the text ; — I 
dwr// amongft mine own pmpk;** as if fhe had 
faid, ** The intended kindnefs is far from being 
final!, but it, is not ufeful to me; I live, here, as 
thou art a wknefe, in peace, in a contented ob-^ 
fourity ;— ~nDt fo high as to pipvoke envy, nor 
fo low asito be trodden down and ilcfpifedi In 
this fafe and middle ftate, as I have lived amongft 
my own people, fo let me die out of the . reach, 

both 
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both pf the of thp wprU.w»H^ 

^Tis fit, O holy man of Qoj) 1 that I &ni^ 
limp pr other to fef bounds to my defireit; apd if 
I canbo( fix them nowi when I have already more 
than my waiLta require, when fiiall I hope to do 
it ? — Or how flhtould I expert, that even thts 
crcafe of honOlir or fortune would fully fittisfy and 
content my ambition, Ihould I now give way toit.^^ 
So engaging an inftance of una&Sled modera^ 
tion apd fclf-denial, dcfervcs well to be confider^ 
ed by the buftlers in this world if 

we are to truft the face and courfe pf things, we 
fcarce fee any virtue fo hard to he put la prance, 
and which the generality of mankind feem fo 
unwilling to. learn, as this of knowing when they 
have enough, and when it is time to give over 
their worldly purfuits.— Aye I but nothing is 
more eafy, you will anfwer, than to fix this point, 
and fet certain bounds to it.—'* For my own 
part, you will fay, I declare, I want and would 
wifli no n\ore, but a fufficient competency of 
thofe things which are requifite to the real ufes 
and occaiions of life, fuitable to the way 1 have 
been taught to exped from ufe and education*’**^ 
But recollcft how feldom it ever happens, when 
thefe points are fecured, but that new occafirms 
and new necefficies prefent themfelvcs, and every^ 
day as you grow richer, frefti wants are difcpver- 
ed, which rife up before you, as you^ afeend the 
hill ; fo that every ftep you take— every accef« 
fion tp your fortune, fets your defires one degree 
further from reft and fatiafafiion rthat fomof 
thing you have npt yet grafped, and pofiibly never 
fhall i— that devil of a phantom unpofiefied and 
unpp^fiable, is perpetually haunting you, and 
ftepping in l^twixt ypu and your contentment.— 

Unhappy 
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IJrifeappy icrcature ! Ho think of Enjoying that 
UdTmg without moderation ! — or imagine that • 
fo.faered a^ temple can be raifed upon founda- 
tion *ofwttalth or power I — If the ground-work 
is not lai(f within your own mind, they will 
foon add , a cubit to your ftature, as to yourhappi- 
nefs. — To be convinced it is fo, pray look up to 
thofe who have got as high as their warmeft wiflies 
could carry them in this afeent, — do you obferve 
they live the better, the longer, the merrier,— or 
that they lleep the fpunder in their beds, for hav- 
ing twice as much as they wanted, or well know 
how to difpofc of? — Of all rules for calculating 
happinefs, this is the moft deceitful, and which 
few but weak minds, and thofe unpraftifed in 
the world too, ever think of applying as the 
meafure in fuch an eftimation. Great and iii- 
expreflible may be the happinefs, which a mo- 
derate fortune and moderate defires, with a con- 
feioufnefs of virtue, wdll fecure. Many are the 
filent pleafures of the hbneft peafant, w'ho rifes 
chearful to his labour 5 — why flrould they not ? — 
Look into his houfc, the feat of each man’s hap- 
pinefs 5 has he not the fame domeftick endear- 
ments, — the fame joy and co!fti|iprt in his children, 
and as flattering hopes of their doing well, to en- 
liven his hours, and glad his heart, as you could 

conceive in the higliell ftatioii? And I make no 

doubt, in general, but if the true ftate of his joy 
and fufferings could be fairly balanced with thole 
of his betters, whether any thing w^otild appear 
at the foot of the account, but what would re- 
commend the moral of this difcourfe. — This, 1 
own, IS not to be attained to, by the cynical ftale 
trick of haranguing againft the goods of fortune, 
—they were never intended to be talked out of 

the 
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th<; as vktuc mil tnie 'wtfdo|^ He i®' 

.the- n^Midie of extremes,—^ one hand, 
negledi: and de^ife richest fo aa to fbrgiSt cUr- 
felves, and on tfie other, not to purfiie and lot* 
them, fo as to forget Go d ; > ■ t o have them 
fometimes in our heads, — hut always fomtethiog 
more important in our hearts. 
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The ox inotifeti his owner, and the afs his mqfte^s 
cribs^but Ifrael doth not hmiVy-^^^y people doth 
not conftder^ 


J^T^IS a fc\wc but an affectionate reproacb of 
X the prophet’s, laid againft the Ifraclites^ 
—which may fafely be applied to evciy bfeedlcfe 
and unthankful people, who are neither won by 
God’s mercies, nor terrified by bis puniflimeitlSw 
There is a giddy, thoughtlcfs, intemperate fpirit 
gone forth into the world, which polices the 
generality of mankind;— and the reafon ^the 
world is undone, is, becaufe the world does not 
confider, — confiders neither awful regard to God, 
nor the true relation tliemfelves bear to him.— — 
Could they confider this, and learn to wpigh the 
caufies, and compaic tht confeejuences ojF.v things, 
and to cxercife the reafon which God has pqst 
into us, for the government and dire^Hon of out 
lives,-— there would be fome hopes of a 
tion : — but as tfee world goes, there is no Jeifure 
for fuch inquiries, and k) full are our minds of 
other matters, that we have no time to a&, or a 
S3 heart. 
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feeaiTt to apiwer, Ae'queftions we Qught to put tm 
ourfelvcs. ^ ♦ 

^ ^ Whatfem our condition is, 'tis good tobeac- 
qirainted wiiH it ia* |imc,, to be.,.|ibJe i'ugply 
what wanting, ~ab3 examine ^e ftafe of tfur 
accounts, before we come to give them up to an 
impartial judge. 

'rhe moft inconfidcratc fee the reafonablenefe 
cf this^»~i-thcrc bjsing few, I believe^ either fo 
thoughtlefs, or even fo bad, but that they fomc- 
times enter upon this duly,, and have ibme fliort 
inttuyals of felf^cxamination> which they are for* 
ced uppn, if from t\o other motive, yet at lead 
to free themfelves from the load and oppreflion 
of f{)irits they muft neceflarily be fubjefl: to with- 
out it. But as the feripture frequently intimates, 
— and obfervation confirms it dailyi~tbat there 
arc many miftakes attending the difeharge of this 
dutyjyl qannot make the remainder of this dif- 
CQurfStwre ufeful, than by a fliort inquiry into 
them. I fliall therefore, fi?rft, beg leave to I’emind 
youpf fome of the many unhappy ways by which 
we often fet about this irkfome talk of examining 
Our works, without being either die better or the 
wiferfpr the employment. 

And firft, then, let us begin with that whiuh 
is the foundation of almoft.ajl the other lalfe mca- 
fures we take in this matter,— that is, the fetiing 
about the examination of our works, before we 
are prepared with honeft difpofitions to amend 
them. This is beginning the work at the wrong 
end. Thef^ previous di^ofitiqns In the heart, 
are the whedls that ihould make this work go ea- 
Cly and fuccefiifiilly, forwards, — ‘and to take them 
offi‘.?tnd proceed wKhout them, ^tis no miracle, if. 
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mice Pb2raph*8 chariote, they that drixe them, — 
drive them heavily alpng. • 

Befide8, if a man is aot fincetely tflclinid to 
reform his faults,— 'tia not likely be (houW-bc in- 
clined to fee them, — nor will all the ^vecHy pre- 
parationa that ever w'erc wrote, bring him nearer 
the point fo that, with how feribus a face fb- 
cver he begins to examine, — he no longer does the 
office of an inquirer, — ^but an^pologift, whofe bu- 
fmefs is not to fearch for truth, — ^but flcilfuHy to 
hide it. So long— therefore, as this pre--engage- 
ment lafts betwixt the man and bis old habits, — 
there is little profpe<£l Of proving his works to any 
good purpofe— of whatever kind they arc, with 
io llrong an intereft and power oii their fide.— As 
in other trials, fo in this, ’tis no wonder if the evi- 
dwee is puzaled and confounded, and the feveral 
fafts and circumftances fo twifted from their lia.^ 
tural (hapes, and the whole proof fo altered and 
confirmed on the other fide,— as to leave the hft 
ftate of that man even wotle than the fir^. 

A fecond unhappy, though general' miftakfe in 
this great duty of proving our works,— is that 
w^hicn the apoftle hints at 5 in the doing it, not 
by a dired examination of our own adtons, but 
from a comparative view of them, with the lives ♦ 
and adions of other rnen. 

Wlien a map is going to enter upon this work 
of felf-examination, — there h nothing fo com- 
mon, as to fee him look rowrd him — ^inftead of 
looking wtthif\ him. He looks round, — finds 
out fome one who is more malicious, — fees ano- 
ther that is more covetous, a third that is more 
proud and imperious than himfelf, — and fo indi- 
redly forms a judgment of himfelf, dot from a 
review of his life, and a proving of his own works, 

. as 
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% . apoilki dire^s hitn^.biit ratbtff fi^ 

the w.Qtks of othdra, .an^ ^tom their ihart;air 
aod defc£t:s drawit^ a decdtful etmdpiia^ itt' 
&Tdur of hitafelf^Iift' all c^petitiooa of thii 
^4*. way venture to fay, there 'ifrill; h^ ever 
mi^h of fuifdove in a man, as p draw i 
terinjg lUienefs of one of the patties-^nd *tis Well 
•~4f he has tfiac fe much malignity too, as tp give 
but^ cparfepidufe of the other,-~hnifh6d with 
TDAiA^ W4 ftrpkes, as to make the one as im-, 
Hke its oi<r%in4^as ^ ptfamr. 

Thus, the pi^ifef, when hp fntered the tem- 
ple, — ^no feoner faw the pnblkan, hat that mo- 
ment be formed the idei to himfelf of ak the vices 
and corruptipns diat could poffibly eiM^ into the 
man’s character, — and with great ijpiterity ftated. 
all his own virtues and good qualit^ over-againft 
them* His abftinence and fr«]aent faftings, OS'* 
aflae& in the debts and ceremonies of the law } 
not balancing the account as be ought to have 
dopc^ in this manner What! though this matv 
is %, publican and a (inner, have not 1 my vices as 
well as bei ’Tis true, his particular office o^fes 
biin to m^y temptations of cennmitting extortion: 
•nd injuftice j— ‘•but then — am not I a devourerof 
widows houies, and guilty of one 44 the moft 
cruel inllances of the lame crude i Jje poffibly is 
a profane peifon, and tna^ fet r^Kgioa at nqpght ; 
but do not 1 myfcifjj for a puetepce, make long 
payers, and bring the gntau^pf aH fcandals up: 
on religion, by makit|^ i$ the .cloak to my ambir 
tion and worldly views f If be, laftly, is debauch- 
ed or intemperate, am. not I conicious of .as cor- 
Tup and.wanton difpfitions; that a fair and 
guarded cutiide is my bed prcfOK^ to the cppddte 
charailcr. 

If 



If a man wifi examine fejp works by a compa*^ 
rative view of them with ^thers no 

dpubt, wouhj be the fairer Way, and teaft likely 
to miflead him. But as ' this is feidbm ^ me« 
tbod this trial Is gone thi:Oi%h, in fad it gene^ 
rally Wn$ out to be as treacherous and dehifive 
to me man himfelf, as it is uncaridid to fhe inaii 
who is dragged into the comparifim ; and who- 
ever judges of himfelf by this rule, fo long as there 
is no fcarcity of vicious charaders in the world, 
— *tis to be leared, he Will often take the occa^- 
ons of triumph and rqoicing, where, m truth, 
he ought rather to be forty and afoamed. ‘ ^ 
A third error in the manner of proving our 
works, is what wc arc ^ilty of, When we leave 
out of the cakulatioii tnc orily material parts of 
them ~I mean, the motives, and fiitft pritid# 
pies from whence they proceed. There Is rnktsW 
a fair inftance of generofity, cHaftiiy, and 
denial, which the world may give a man the cre- 
dit of, — which, if he Would give himfelf the lei^ 
ftire to refled upon, and trace back to their firft 
fprmgs“he would be confeious, proceeded fihom 
luch views and intentions, as, if knpwii, would 
not be to his honour. The truth of^'^this may be 
made evident by a thoufand inftances in 
and yet there is nothing more ufual than for a 
man, y^hm he is going Upon this duty U#JbIf*ex- 
amination, — inftead ofccalling his own ways to 
remembrance,— to clcrfe. the whole inquiry at 
once, with this fliort challenge •, That he de^ 
Jies the world to fay ill of him^^ If the worid 
has no exprefs ^vidence, this indeed may be an 
argument of his good luck 4iut no fatisfadory 
one of the real goodUeft and innocence of his life* 

A man 
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A msai may be»very })ad yet, dtre^gb 

i^ititiioa,«r>throt>^ (^•likiil itolicy ao4 4eBi^ 
XMfCo gim:dafi xmtward appearance#, »s,asvjjf 
#a va43tt this aegattuft teftimony on his fide^ that 
mfei^ld kapvu nt tml of lit^ iocvet 

he i^erves it. Of aU aSya upon a mail's ielf, 
thia nu^ be faid to be the flighted ; this method 
of , prosing the goodaefs of our works— differing 
Jbttt U^e m kind from that iiab^y one, which 
many^ astw^ peqpie take in the goedf 

neia of their coin'-— who, if it happens to 
fufpicioits, inftead of bringing it eithu to the ba» 
lance or the toueb-ffone to try its worth,— they 
ignorantly go forth s try if they can pais it upon 
the world af lb, all is well, and they are 
iavedall.riie expeace and pains of inquiriag after, 
and deteSring uie cheat. 

A fourth error, in this duty of exantinarion e¥ 
mens works,— is that of coiptnitting the taA to 
others an error into which thoufands of well- 
meaning creatures are inlhared in the Romtih 
choroh, by her do&rines of auricular confeiSon, 
of works ef fupererogation, and the many lucra- 
tive prsAices railed upon tlM capital dock. The 
trade cff which is carried to fudb a height in Poieih 
countries, diat if you was. at Home or Naples 
now, and was difj^ed, in compliance with the 
apof^’l^lndtortation in the text, to let about, this 
duty, to prove your cws works,— —‘tis great 
odds whether you will he fu^kred to do it your- 
felf, without iiuerrnprion^^ and you might be 
fiiid to hare e&aped weU, u the ntff perton you 
coofultedoppit it didttot talk, you out of your re- 
Ibitttion, aim poSEibiy your femes too, at the fame 
time. F/ove yonr wcs'k8l—->*f(ir heaven’s fake, 
. ' defift 
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itm iSxim 

traft your om Iferll and' jadglxulM' & ^ 

ill mudl ’ffiMcnIty and 

are fo TdibfeM^ 

it <!? %«;&, a«)d ’arho'^can • it fdit ’y4k‘’j(^ “fc 

mnth'fStfety and advantage i \ 

If ^ur works ntuft tc 'Droved,' ydii wbtlld'^ 
adtifed^ bt aS 'ineans, toRii^ dMp 
this wddi Ibihe o&e. yr^'radits^t^liit nd- 

is about, iedthbr fome d^rtiiiiidibted '^ 
of the'chnrth,— or 

(ociecf, who ate ih p^dS<3i of a lai^ of 
good iworfcs of all kibds;' iap by fain« 

and cbnfoffixe,' where jowf ma^ &it y^rTelf^-i 
and either get the defeats of yottr ovihn- 
•^or be acr^tnodated with new ones,' ready 

f >roved to your hands, feaied and oer^fi^ t6‘ht 
b by the Pope's coOimiflhry, and the h'otatie^of 
his ecclefialtic court. Hielre needs tittle ihorb'tj# 
lay Open thfe fetal error,- than b«fely% nwrfd^Hr 
it. So 1 fhall only add a ftrott rcin^,‘i--thstt 
who stre perfuadcd to he thus ' vhtUous hy 
and "trill prove the 'goodOds of thdr twrfks «)hi^ 
by deputiC8,--itfll-wve Bp ieafon tb'P^fdisin a-' 
gaihft' God’s jnftice, 'if' he feifets diem'to gjo-to 
heaaven only in the famt'-mannet, ftiat is, hfMe*, 
puties too. 

The feft miftake* which I ftaR'have tiiaP'-io 
mention, 3s that ^ieh the-Methodifts hawf ip* 
vivct } for *tis no 'iew error, 'but one vdridi “tkai' 
miffed thot^R^be^ wfierti^ ibr-2 

thiiiiiafm haBd got'-fowiag, and Aat is* ^e 'af»i 
temptirm to prswe'^r works W di|B‘v^'airigtt<e 
mPnt whidi is the gnSatdl ft&m v^S-i 

nda and fupexfihibn } -*1 lirdm tliai cktraordiiB^ 

impalw 



impplfe and intercburfc with the fpirit of Gob 
wdiich they pretend to, and whofc operations (if 
you truft tnem) arc fo fenfibly felt in their KcarH 
and fobia, is to render, at once, HI other proofs 
of their works ncedlefs to themfclves. Inis, I 
own, is one of the moft fummary ways of pro- 
ceeding in this duty of felf-examinatibn ; and as 
it proves « man^s works in the grofs, it faves him 
a world of fober thought and inquiry after many 
vexatious particular^. 

Indeed, if the premiffes were true, the inference 
is dire£l. For w^hen a man dreams of thefc in- 
ward wen kings, and wakes, with the impreffion of 
them ftrong upon his brain ; ^tis not ftrange he 
fliould think himfelf a chofen veffcl, fanmfied 
within, and fealed up unto the perfeft day of re- 
demption j and fo long as fuch a one is led cap- 
tive to this error, there is nothing in nature to 
induce him to this duty of examining his own 
works in the fenfe of the prophet : for however 
bad they are, fo long as his credulity and enthu- 
fiafm equal them, 'tis impoflible they fliould di- 
fturb his confcience, or frighten him into a refer-, 
mation* Thefc are fome of the unhappy miftakes 
in the many methods this work is fet about, which 
in a great meafure rob us of , the fruits wc expell- 
ed, and fometimes fo entirely blaft them, that wc 
arc neither the better or wifer for all the pains 
wc have taken- 

There are many other falfe fteps which lead us 
the fame way, but the delineatioh of thefc, how*- 
ever, may ferve at prefenti not oniy as fo many 
land-mam to guard us from this dangerous c6aft 
which I have deferibed, but to <iite£l us likeWife 
into that fafe one, where we can only expeft tlje 

reward 





reward i}^e gof^d probsifes.# For if, atcordhrg t<l 
the Srft recited qauft^, fit man fails in eit?^mii>ing 
lu3 vs?orii6,. from* a difineHnation to refori^ tbem, 
from partidity of comiVtinfom, from tW 

hif? iwn motivesi and a vain dependence upofethi 
opinion of the 5 the conclufion h unavoid- 
able, that ho muft fearch for the qualities ' the 
molt oppofitc to thefc for hia condu^ftoTvS. And 
if he liupes 10 difebarge thia, works, ib “aa tq;liave 
advantiiiie from it, that ho muft fet out* upon the 
pi incipios of, an honeft head, . willing to re fofm 
irfelf, and attached principally . to that ohjctl,, 
without regard to the fpiritual condition of 0^ 
thers, or tne mifguided opinions which the ‘world 
may have of hirnlHf. 

That, for this end, he mull call his otim 
to rcrncmbrance, and fearch out his. fpirit 
f-^arch his iiAions with the fame critical ertaft- 
nofs, atul the fame piercing curiofity, wc are wont 
to lit in judgment i.pon othos j varnifljing'- tn>* 
thing, and ciifguifing nothing. If hc^procecds 
thus, and in every relation of life takes a ft|!l 
\icw ol hiiiifclf without prejudice, trace# his no 
tions to their principles without mercy, and looks 
into the <iaik corners an<l recefles of his hea^t 
■without fear — and if, upon fiich an inquiry — he 
aebs conliltcnt with his view in it, by reforming 
Ins erroifi, feparating the drofs, and purifying 
the whole mafs with repentance 5 this will bid 
fair for examining a man’s woihs in the apoftle’w 
I'enfc ; — and wdioever difclrarg('s the duty thus, 
with a view ro fcripture, which is the rule in this 
cafe^and to rc;i^fon, which is the applier of this 
Mile in all cafcsS — need not fear hut he will have 
what tlie prophet calls ryohwg in and 

VoL, IV. T that 
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that he will lay the foundation of his peace ami 
comfort^ where it ought to ly — that is, within 
himfelf — in the teftimony of a good confcience, 
and the joyful expeilation, that having done his 
utmoft to examine his own works here, that Go'D 
will accept them hereafter, through the merits of 
Christ *, which Gpi> grant. Amtfu 
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Job it. lo. 

What receive good at^thc hand of God^^ 

and Jhall we mi receive evil alfo ? 


T H K S E ?rc the words of Job, uttered in 
the depth of his misforMi4u‘s, by way of 
reproof to lus wife, for the couafel vve find Ibe 
iuui given him in the foregoing verfe *, namely, 
not to lenun his integrity any longer, but to 
(arfe God end dit, 'Hiongli it is not very * vident, 
wlnit p.vi ticularly meant atHl implied in^ tne 
avoids — “ Curie God ioui die,’’ — yet it is cer- 
tain, from iob’^s reply to them, th^t thc)- direff- 
cd him lo fome flop w'hich was lafii and unwar- 
rantable, and probablv, as it is generally explain^ 
ed, roi ant, that fic Should openly rail (ion’s ju- 
flicx' to an account, and by a hlcdpheinous necn^ 
frith>n (u it, protolce Con to dvitroy his being ; 
ts if fl»n hul laid, AiTier iu many fad things 
which lune bcfiilleii thee, not'a ithiCnding thy in- 
tegrifv, what gaineil thou by ferving God, fec- 
ine he bears thus hard upon thee, as though thou 
wafi his ciicrr^y ? Ought fo faithful a fervant as 
th(»u hall been, to receive fo unkind treatment at 
his bauds r — and tamely to fubinil to it ? — pa- 
T A tkiiilv 
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to fuftain the eviJ^ has brought Cipoti 
thy houfe, and neither murmur with thy Kps^ nor 
charge him with injuftke ?**-4)ear il: not thus 
:apd as thy piety' could not at fiift prote£i thee 
from fuch misfortunes, nor thy behaviour under’ 
thorn could fuice move God to take pity on thCe ; 
clungc thy condutSl: towards him, boldly expoftu- 
late with him, upbraid him openly with unkind- 
nefs, —^alj his juftice and providence to an ac- 
count for oppi*eding thee in fo undeferved a mani- 
ner, and get that b^efit by provoking him, which 
thou haft not been able to obtain bjr Serving him : 
10 die at once by. his hands, and be freed, at leaft, 
fiom the greater mifery of a lingering, and a more 
tormenting death. 

On the other hand, fomc interpreters tell 
-«*that the word in the original, i&;,equivo- 
<al, and does more literally fignify here, to hlefs^ 
tliim to bkfphcme; and conkqaently, that the 
whole is father to be confidered as a farcaftical 
IroiT at Job’s piety. As if it had been faid,~ 
Go to, blefs God, and die; fince thou art fo 
ready to praife him in troubles as thou haft done* 
go on in thy own way, and fee bow God will ro 
ward thcc^ by a mifciable death which thou cantl 
not avoid. 

Without difputing the merit of thefe two in- 
t4*rprctatioiis, it may. not feem an improbiible 
conjcclure, that the words imply fomcthing ftill 
diu’erent from what is oeprefted in either of them : 
— — and inftead of fuppefing them aa-an incite^ 
ment to blafphemc Goi>, which was madnefti 
-—or that tliey were intended as an infult, w^hich 
was. unnatural ; that her advice,*^ to curfe God 
;uul die, was meant here, that he fbouJd refolve 
uj^on a voluntary death liimfdf^: which was an 
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m ttot oiily in his own poyer, but what carriai 
fomc aypearaiacc of a remedy with it|^ aftd pro^ 
mifedi at leaft at firft Gght, fonie refpite fronl 
pain, as it would put an md, both to his life and 
his misfortunes together. 

One may fuppofe, that with all the concern 
and affeftion which was natural^ flie beheld her 
lord afflicted both with poverty and* ficlWfe 
one fudden blow brought down from btj^ |^ace to 
the dunghill.-^— ^In one mournful day>^i|^:faw| 
that not only the fortunes of his lioufe were*%laft** 
cd, but Hkewhc the hopes of his poGerity cut oiF 
for ever by th<> untimely Ws of his children. f>he 
knew he w^as a virtuous and an upright man, and 

deferved a better fate y her heart bled tlte 

more for him,— flie faw the profpefil before him 

was df<^adful,-^ that there appeared no poffible 

means which could retrieve the fad fituation of 
his affairs ; — that death, thelafl— the furdl friend 
to the un fortunate, could only fet him free 
and that it was better to refolve upon that atoncei 
than vainly endeavour to wade through’ Ynch a fea 
of troubles, which in the end would overwhelm 
him. We may fuppofe her fpirits finking under 
thefe apprehenfions, whcn lhe began to look up*- 
on his conftancy as a fruitlefs virtue, and from 
that perfuafion to havte feid unto him, — Curfe 
God, — depend no longer upon him, nor wait the 
iffiies of his providence, which has already for- 
fiiken thee ; — as there is no help from that quar- 
ter,— refolve to extricate thyfelf— and fi nee thou 
baft met with no juftice in this world, leave 
it, — die— and force thy pafli^e into a better coun^i 
tty, where mistortimcs cannot follow thee. 

Wliether this paraphrafe upon the w^ords is 
juft,, or the former interpretations be admitted,— 

the 
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the reply in the teyt is equally proper ; — WHaf 
~iSiall receive good at the hands of Gob^. 
and ihali we not receive evil alfo ? Arc not both 
alike the difpenfarions of an ail-wife and good be- 
ing, who knows and dctcrnsincs wdiat is F 
and wherefore ihoiild 1 make myfelf the judg^, to 
receive the one, and yet be fo partial as to rtjefi 
the other, whcn> by fairly putting both into the 
fcale, I may be convinced how much the good 
outweighs tfie evil in all cafes; in niy own, con- 
lidef how (Irotig.this argument is againll me. 

In the beginning of my days, how did God 
crown me with honour? in how lemarkable a 
manner did his providence fet a hedge about me, 
and about all that 1 had on every tide ; how he 
profpered the works of my hands, fo that our 
iubifance and happinefs inercafed every day ? 

And now, when, for rcafons beft known to his 
srtftnire wifdom, he has thought fit to try me with 
affliftions,— (hall 1 rebel againft him in finning 
w'ith my lips, and charging him fooUfidy ? — 
God forbid. O rather may, I look up towards 
that hand which has bruifed me; for he maknli 
fore,' and he biiidcth up ; he woundeih, and his 
hands make w^holc ; from his bounty only has 
ifiued all 1 had ; from his wifdom;— -all I have loil ; 
for he giveth and he hath taken away^ — bldfed 
be his name. 

There are few Inftances of particular virtue 
more engaging than thofe of this heroic caft ; 
and if we may lake the teftimony of a l lentlien 
philofophcr upon it, there is not an objdl in this 
wor]<l which Got) can be fuppofjxl to look do A n 
upon wirh greater pieafiire, than that of a gt)od 
man involved in misforrunes, furn)undcd on all 
fides with diiFiCukies, yet cheerfully bearing up 
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W and ilfai^gling agginft (kem with £rj»» 
tjefs and conftattcy of mind. Certainly tq oor eon-- 
eepticJna^, foch objects muft be truly engaging i~ 
andibereafon of fo exalted an encoininm from Aia 
hand is eafy to be guefled ; no doubt the Wifeft of 
the Heathen philofophers had found, from obferr 
ration upon the life of man, that the many -trou*-* 
hies and infirmities of hk natuife, the fickiieff<% 
difappointmems, forrows for the lofa of ehildrem 
or property, wkh the numberlefs other ealamitiea 
and crofa accidents to wbkh the life of man is 
fubjeft, were in thcnsfelves fo gtrMr^zx^ fo Ik* 
tie folid comfort to be admi^kleied {i!om the. 
mere refinements of pWlofopby in filch emergen^- 
cies, that there W'as no virtue which required 
greater efibrts, or which was found lb difficult to 
be achieved upon moral principles ^ upon moral 
principles — ^wbich had no foundation to 
this great weight, w^hkh the infirmities of 
nat ure had laid upon it* And for this reafi)n 
fervable, that there is no fubjefl: upon which die 
moral writers of antiquity have et^auAed 
much of their eloquence, or where they have 
ipent ftich time and pains, as in this, of endeavour^ 
ing to reconcile men to thefc evils. Infomueh, 
that from thence, in moft modern languages, the 
patient enduring of aSli&ions has by degrees ob* 
rained the name of philofiphy^ and almoft mo* 
nopoiized the word to itf^f, as if it the 
chief end or compendium of all the vvifdom 
w^hich philofophy had to offer. And indecdj 
confidering what lights they had, fome of them 
wrote extremely well $ yer, as what they feid 
proceeded more from the head' than the heart, 
’twas generally more calculated to fiJence a man 
in bis troubles, than to convince, and teach him 

how 



S E R ir O ' ic 

h0ir to l>ear them- 1 And thftijefore, ho'\^ever 
ftibtle and ingenious their arguitifents might a|)* 
pear in the reading, ’tis to be feared they loft 
liauch of their clBcacy, when tried irt the applica- 
tion. If a man was thruft back in the world 
by difappointments, or — as was Job V cafe — ^had 
fuftered a fudden change in his fortune ; from an 
affluent condition was brought down by a train bf 
cruel accidents, and pinched with poverty, —nphi-* 
lofophy would come in, and exhort him to ftand 
his ground would tell him, that the fame 
greatnefs and ftrength of mind, which enabled 
him to behave well in the days of his profperityi 
fliould equally enable him to behave well in the 
days of his adverfity ; — ^that it was the property 
of only weak and bafe fpirits, who were infolcnt 
in the one, to be dejefted and overthrown by the 
other ; whereas great and generdus fouls were ar 
all times calm and equal. As they enjoyed ther' 
advantages of life with indifference, — ^they were 
able to refign them with the fame temper, — and* 
confequently,— were out of the reach of fortune.- 
AU which, however fine, and likely to fatisfy the* 
fanc^ of a man at eafe, could convey bur little 
confolation to a heart already pietced with for- 
row i-^nor is it to be conceived how an Uiifortu- 
nate creature fhould any more receive relief 
from fuch a Icfiure, however juft, than a man- 
racked with an acute fit of the gout or ftonc, 
could be fuppofed to be fet free from torture, 
by hearing from his phyfician a nice differtation 
upon his cafe. The philofophic confolations in 
fjcknefs or in afflictions for the death of friends and 
kindled, were juft as efficacious, — and w^^erc ra-* 
ther in general to be confidered as good feyings 
than good remedies.~So that, if a man was be^ 

reaved 
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rc4y€sd of a promifing chib), in '>yhom all lifs 
hopes and cxpe&ations centered— or a.wife was 
left deftitute to 'mourn the lofs and protcftioti of a 
kind and tender huftjand, Seneca or Epi^etus 
would tell the penfive parent, and difeon folate wi- 
dow, — ^tbat tears ai^l lamentations for the dead 
were fruitlcfs and abfurd ;-^that to die, was the 
npeeflary and unavoidable debt of nature |—ind 
it could admit of no remedy — ’rwas itnpious 
and foolifo to grieve and fret thcmfelves upon it- 
Upon fuch fage counfel, as well as many othet 
leflons of the* famc.ftamp, the fame refleiiion 
might be applied, which is faid to have been 
made by one of the Roman emperors, to one who 
adminiuered the fame confolations to him on a 
like occafion — to whom, advifing him to be com- 
forted, and make himfdf caiy, fmee the, event 
had been hroug|it about by a fatality, a5d could 
not be hdped,--r.h| replied,v— I'hat this yras fo 
far from leffening his trouble, — that it was the 
‘‘ very circumftance which occafioncc^ it.” Sd 
that, upon the wholes— when the true value of 
thefe, and many more of their current arguments, 
have been woidied and biought to the teft, — one 
is led to doubt, whether the greateft part of 
their heroes, the mpfl renowned for eonllanoy, 
were not much more indebted to good nerves 
and fpirits, or the natural happy frame of theit 
tempers, for behaving well, than to any e^^traor- 
dinary helps which they could be fuppofed to re- 
ceive from their inUruftors. And therefore, I 
fhould make no fcrupJe to aflTert, thit one fuch 
inflancc of pati^ce and refignation as this, which 
the feripture gives us in the perfon of Job ; not of 
one moft pompoufly declaiming upon the con- 
tempt of pain and poverty, but of a man funk in 
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'cfotidhion tf behalit 

ftripped hid ^ate,~^is \v«airh^?^'^fe 
Ws cbHcir€ni~<'l4ie«ffiillf holcliiig up bis 
^ica^ and cntmainitig bJs bard foim'nc witb 
firrnn^fe and fcrenity, — and tbi«f, not from a ftoi- 
i:al ftuipicUty^ but a juft fcUft; of Ood’s provi- 
dence!^, anti a perfuafion of jufticie and gOod- 
in. alibis dealing; — fwch an cacample, 1 fiiy, 
as tbiai isof more univerfal ule, fpeaks truer to 
the he^tt, tfean all the beroick precepts, which the 
pedantry bf .pbilofophy has to o^Tcr, 

'Ibis leads me to the point t aim at in this 
dlfcoiirfe; — namely, that there are no y^finciptes 
but tbofe of religion to be depended on in oafes 
cif real ftrefs, and that thefe arc able to encounter 
the worft emergencies, and to bear us up under 
all ^he changes and chances to wbiph our irfc is 
fubjeft. 

ConGder, then, what vinue^the very firft prin- 
ciple of religion has, and how wotiderfuUy it is 
conducive to this end; 'fliat there is a Gon, a 
powerful, a wife ami good being, who firil made 

the world, ^nd concinuefe to govern it ; uby 

whofe goodnefs all things are defigned-— and by 
wbofe providence all things are comlu^Slcd to 
bring about the greatefl ami belt ends* The for- 
rownd and penfive wretch that was giving w^ay to 
his misfortunes, and mournfully linking under 
them, the moment this dmStrinc cornea in to his 
aid, hulhes all bis complain ts~and thus fpeaks 
comfort to his foul, — >** It is the Lord, let him 
do what feemeth him good ; — ^without his <lircc- 
tion, I know that no evil can bcfel me,~witbout 
his perm iff on, that IK) power c^n hurt me; — it 
ipapoCible a Being fo wife fhould fnillakc,my 
-bappinefs, or that a Being fo good ihouid eo!plra- 
diifi it. If he has denied me riches, or other ad- 
, 1 vantages,—^ 



« j K M q . 



»|!^s^cS(r^pwba|p« ht fqrefe the:^^ing am 
#0^4' '^' jby'ttiy bi«fn''^l)aw 

W djeni fee^ir^ed t&mj ruini : If ^ fesa-dfe- 
■nicA dm; du; rei|ueft cliiIdi«n,-^(M, ^ Idt 'pim^ 
vidence kas tbetigbc £t tm take tliem 
fipw can I fay—wlietijer he has not dealt 
with me, am on}^ taken that away ti^i^h he 
ibre&ar w<»ilid (nnlmtcr and. dtorten any d9yi<^ 
It doe» ie, 4> teo thoufands* wheee the 
^ce of a thankiefs child Itm !d<Oag|t 
pareat’t grcy faajtrt with ferrp'ir 
he viht^ ane widi /ficlcn^t ot^ 

dii^pointiBeats ?»<y— ^tan^ I lay, bUt^ tbefe arc 
bieliings in difguife liaasny different ex>- 

preffions of his care and coaicem^ to difintangle 
my thoughts. &om this woild, and fix tht^ upon 
an<?,tj> ^- < " ' '^I' V-a nothert a bcttw world b<^o*^ 
this-}* * — ' thought opens a new fisetai^df 

hope, and -coafolation to the .unfortunate j-i—i-dnd 
as the perfuafion of a ptotidcace recoiicifes him 
to the evils' he has fu&rdd, — thiS ' ^rofneiS: hf a 
ftf^^re life gives hiin ftrcngth to dWlHfe tbcw, 
add cttcem the light afiltdlions of his lifc> as they 
are, not worthy to be compared to what is refertrett 
for him hereafter. ' 4 - , 

Things are great or fmall by cc^parifoa^— — 
and be who todts no further than tfea' world, and 
balances the accounts of tus joys andilfihniigs from 
that confideration, finds adJ his forrows enlarged, 
and, at the dofe oi them, will he apt to look back, 
and call the fame fad reflcQion upon the whole, 
which dhc patriarch did to Pharaoh— '^fhat 
“ few and evil had been the days of his pilgrim* 
“ age.* But mt him lift np his eyes towards 
heaven, an^ ftedfaiUy behdd the life and imlnor- 
la^f of a 'fiiture ftate,: — hp ilicn wipes aWay id® 
•y9i..IV, q . ieab 
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tears from off bis eyes for ever and ever 
ihe erileA iSaj^vc, bij| vtith "^itbe Tidpcs ^tbat pc Is 
i^rmng' boinc,--i~^e feels hot the ivdl|Jit 
bisehainsi or couhts the daj^ df his captivity' j 
bat ioolc^s fer^a^4'^Wth rapture tbwatds the coun** 
try vherc his heart is fled before^ . 

l%fi!fe ^retbc aids which religion offers uS to* 
wahcfe^tbe^tegijLlating of our fpim under theJ ^yiis 

:cordialS|— r— they ate 
feldw on greater occurrences* Ih 
the life, we feem to ftand unguarde- 

cpiitentment are dVer; 
thrwni' ahd our bappinefs broke in upon hy a 
little impatienec of fpirit under the crofs and iid- 
tbward accidents we meet with, Thefe ftand 
unprovided for, and we negleft them, as we dd! 
the Oighter ihdifpbfirions of the bodyir-i-which we 
think hoC worth tireating ferioidly — and fo' leave 
Aehi to nature* In good habits of the body^ idiis 
may doy— and I would gladly bclieVe, there are 
fueb good habits of ’flie* temper, -^fiieb a cbm* 
plexional cafe and health lof heart, as may o^i| 
fave the patient much’ medicine. We are mu 
to coilfidief"£hat, however fuch good frames of 
jiihldUire'j|bti— they ate w^orth prdTei-ying 
ndes 5 ^''mtidhce and comehtment,'— i^hich,^ 
th^ treafuro 'field, for which a/mah 

fold all’ he b^ te putchafe, is of that price, ' 
it cannot be had it' too great a purchafe, fince, 
without it, the heft bdhdition in life caiinot m^^ke 
us happy,-*-^5in^ with* It, It is^impbfTiWe we' 
ftiould be mi^flble, everf in'the*,w^rff’ f 
leave, therefore, to dofethrs fcm^ 

refle^^ons upoit the fubjeCt pf a ^foAtentedJmfin^/ 
airf ftib duiy in'man of- reebl^tihg bp fpirif, ip 
©wriwriiy through in ^iiVybbdfs 

‘V mouth— ^ 
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rjCLcml ^ — preached upon daily to ^d 

kindred — but too oft fuch a ^ 

Tince’tixe party Icftured, only of this wu,tb^^Tbai: 
we bear tbj? misfort^mes of others with <Wtc41c*»t 
tranquillity, 

1 iklieve there are thoufands fo extravagattf in 
their Ideas of contentment, as to ttnagio^ that ic 
ipnft coijCfl in having every thing in this 
turn out the way they wdfli— that they* arcifco fit 
down in bapplnefs, and feel ibentfelves fo eafe ' 
at all points, as to defire nothing betted 
thing more. 1 own tlmre are ii5lan«j8 of jom^ 
who feem to pafs through the woild as if all 
their paths had been llrcwed with rolhJ>uds of 
delights *, hut a little experience will copvinpe 
’tis a fatal expeftation to go upon. We hotn^ 
to trouble *, and we may depend upon it, whtfft 
we live in this world, we flull hove it, though 
with intermiflions, — that is^ in whatever we 
ate, we Ihali i^d a mixture of good and evil f ^nd 
therefore, the true way to cont^ntmewtj i4» td 
know to receive thefe certain viciffitudes of life,-*-* 
the returns of good and evil, ib as neither to be 
exalted by the one, or overthrown hy the other ; 
but to bear purfelves towards every thing which* 
happens, with fuch Cerfe and indifference of mindi 
as CO hazard as little as may be. Thi^ the 
true temperate climate fitted for us by nature, 
and in which every wife map would vfiui^to Jive* 
Got> knows, we are perpetually ftrayuig out of 
it, and ly giving wings tq our imaginations, ip, 
^he tranfports we dream of, from or fuch a a 
fituation in lifc,’^we are carried away alternately 
into all the extremes of hot and cold, fat whiehj,, 
as wc arc neither fitted by nature, of prepared by., 

* U a cxpcdlation. 
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wjc feel Atm with all their yichnc^ 
and with all tfeir danger too. 

OoD, for wife reafons, has made our affair^ 
ii> tills world almofl as fickle and capricinns as 
ourfelvcs. * Pain and ^pleafurc, like light and' 
darknefe, facceed each other ; and he that knows 
how to accommodate himfdf to their periodical 
r^Urna^ canfwSfely €^tra<a the;good fipm 
cfil>— kdbws onfy how to live 5— ^this is trhe cori^. 
tentmentf at lealt all that is to be had of it in this 
worlds and for this every man muft be indebted, 
not to his fortune, but to himfelf. ' And, indeed, 
it would have been ftrange, if a duty fo becoming 
us, as dependent creatures — and fo neceflary^ 
befides, to all om- well-beings, had been pkpt^ out 
of the reftih of any, itt fome meafure, tO' put in 
praftice— and for this rcafon, there is fcarce any 
lot fo low, but there is fomething in it to fatisfy 
the man whom it has befallen 5 providence having 
fo ordered things, that, in every matins enp, how 
bitter foever, there are fome cordial drops-^omc 
good circumilancCxS, which, if wifely extra^ed, 
arc fuffircient for the purpofe be wants them,~ 
that is, to make him contented, and, if not hap- 
py, at lead refigned. May God Wefs us all with 
this fpirit, for the fake of Jgsus Christ- 
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2 Samvel XEX. 2t. iftPart. 

K'l ' ' 

Bui Ahj^d faiiy Shalt not Shitkei be put to death 
fir this 


i^T T im not a good arfpcfW-Tbis 5a the ftcmid 
X iimt AMihai haa p^opofed Sbim^i’s deilruiC- 
tion*, once in the i6tb chapter^ on a ftidden 
{port of indignation^ when Sbimei eiiHed l)»vid. 
Why fiould ibis dead do^^ erkd curfi 

** my lord the king let me go crmrf't pr&y thesf emi 
&ut off his AW.”— This had fometokig at teaft 
of gaHatitiy iti it $ for in doing h, he hazarded his 
own I and befides^ the offender was not otberwift 
to be come at ; the fccoad time, is in the text ( 
wheii the offender was aWblutely in their pdwer 
•—when the blood was cool ; and the fuf^ffient 
was holding up his hands for mercy. 

not Shunei, anfwered Ablibai, be ft# 
to death for this ? So unrelenting a purfuit Idols 
kfs like juftice than revenge, which is fo cowardly 
a paffion, that it renders Abiihai’s fix ft inftance al- 
moll inconfiftent with the fecond. I fliall not 
endeavour to reconcile .them •, but confine the 

difeourfe 
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* 

fimply to S^iffid make iudi re«- 
9i9^oiia upon his char» 3 «r ils Way be Of 'to 

fiwty* ' ' 

l^pon the news of his ibn Abfaloih’s cbiifpincy, 
Davki bad fled'firDtn Jerufakw, iOA IroWhis own 
honfe, iafety : the reprefentatioii giveh Of the 
manner of it, i& truly afie£iittg t-^nevet a 
fccnc of forrow fo full of diftrcfs ! 

The kioff fed with all his houfhold to fave him- 
felf from «i€ fword of the man he lorcd : iic fted 
with a} I 'the mariis of humble fotrow — tuifi hit 
“ hmd fevered a*id bar^sat ;** and as he wfeltt by 
the afeent of mount Olivet, the facred hlftotian 
fays be wept— fome gladlbme fccncs, perhaps, 
which there had pafe’d — ^ftwnc hours of feftivity 
he bad lhared with Abfalom in better days, pfet* 
fed tenderly opon nature, — ^he wept at this fad 
vicilhtude of things and all the people that 
were with him, fmitten with his affliction, cove^d 
each man his head— weeping as he went ap> 

R was on this occafion, when David had got 
to Bahurim, that Sbimei the fon of Gera, as we 
read in the |tl||||yeife, came out was it with the 
choicdl oils fawcould gather from mount Olivet, 
to pour into hU wounds f-y^Times and troubles 
had not done enough t and thou camelt Out, Shi> 
mei, to add thy portion — 

“ rfffld iu he came^ he ettrfed Dsnnd, and thre^ 
fimes and cafi dud at him ; and that find Shimeif 
“ when he cuffeas Ge tOy thou man of Bebal— 
‘k ihm hefi fought bloody— and behold thou art eeaeght 
** in thy iwn ^ebi^i fonsiow hath the Lord re-. 

furmd upoti thee all ihe blood ej, Saul and his 
« hufi.” ■ 

There 
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is no iinait d^|^e ^ malidodd craft 
fidufl j;^n a^^afpn toghi'^emark of enmity 4nd' 

a wordi alcx)k| which at c5ne time* 

wotfld ina^c i|<i ittAc 

womids^tbe like^ a ftaft flying ^irfi 

the wind,, d^pi which^ with its own ha* ' 
tur^ fprchju would icaree have reached the rA^eiS; 
aimed at. t . 

IThis f^med to have been j^imei’s hopes ^ hoc 
ex<^s ot malice makes mtn too qatck^fi^^lited 
even for, their own pmpofo. Could Shimci i^O* ' 
Cblf naye wrsdacd foe the eW> of Bavid^s paffidns, 
and |i|tfo^ firftgreat confliflt wkhin him had been ^ 
ovet-Trthen tbc rq>roach of being gnihy of SauFs 
blo0d mhft have b-iirt him— ^his heart was poffef- 
fed with other feelings*— it Wed for the deadly 
nhich Abfalom^ bad given him— he fek not the 
indignity of a ftranger — Bet&id, my fin A^fid^i 
“ <n^ of mf honjutth^ fieieth my Ife^ ' 

honv muci fmr^ may ohimei da it hitria^H^y 

iif ma^y^ h tha, Lord may look upm 
requite me goad fir this ^ 

An injury unanfwercd, in coutfe, -grows fw^ary 
of itfWf) -and; dies away in a voluntary remorfo. '- 
In bad di^ofitions, capable of no 
fear— tit has a diderent effeii-r^the filentdigeftloii^" 
of one wrong, provokes a' foeoiidi -He purfues 
liim wdtb the ;famc inveftivc ; md a^Dt^d un^ 
his tke s?/swj^Wi^K 

Mips agdnji Mm i and^mfid ^ he keent] 

and c^ dufi at , V, '= ^ ^ ^ 

I’l^infolen^e ofcbafciwdnds inibfceigftjfsbottWd*^^ 
left} and. would fettee^ 'admit of 'i coApiarifoh]^ 
did not they tbemfclves furnlfh us with one in th^* 
dcgrpCiS t^f their al^ilion when evil returns upon 
them^he fame poor heart which excites unge* 

nerous 



mi. 

^ mitm 

Amt aboiSfS-^ite 

l^t of 9 <wa^ finfcs Att-^cra wfa %(4^ir 

iw waiAs htkm 

flatter Atiick 43ff from the &^aee of ^ dm by 
iUolJf^ne^^ance md i^ort tiieie irhtlft it 
hut the coomeiit ’tk witb4morn'T-#eY, .^.down 
— for dixft they are — and unto duft they ; witi re- 
and iar^ hodies fxreiorvethe 
, ftatiom, whic^ nature has amgnfed AiijeifAed 
to kws which no ehailge of ^^^her can alter.^ 

. Thk Iaft^ did not &em to he Sl^ei^s eaie } in 
all David's profpmty^ theoe ia no mention made 
ofvhim-^he thrufthimfolf forward ineo thectrele, 
’and pofiibiy was numbered amongft friends and 
.wdWi'fhcrfif > . 

V When the fcenc cHangeSi and David’s troubles 
-focee him to leave his boufe in defpair— Shimoi is 
the fir ft man we hear^of^ who comes out againft 
him- . ' . ' ' . ' ' . 

The wheel turns round once more ; AhMom 
is<aft down^ and David returns in peacc—iShimei 
his beh2wioua: to fthe occafion, and is the fir ft 
^mm alfo who bafljcs to .greet him-’-Kind had the 
, wheel tam’d j^ud.an basidied rimes^ ^bimei^ I 
«Jare Dy,‘ in every period of its rotatim, : would 
ha^^ b(xja uppermw. . ^ * 

,r 'O Sbimei ! would to heavqn wfeen thou waft 
tihimv^hat all dby family had been fi^in with thee ; 
and not one of thy rcfemblance left! but ye have 
multiplied exceedingly andTeplcnifhcd the eaiA ^ 
and if i pr^^pWy righidy‘*^^c will in the end 
fuhdueit. * ■ . , 

There is not a chara£bsr in the world, i»duch 
has fa ^d an hafluence upon tie : aftairs of as 

this of Shimei ; whiitt pwer meets with howft 
fc ^ . / .j checks^ 
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chcctej th^f evils titf life tvith itoieft refo^, 
the>wW tttsver be lA^nci but^tHcki Shi^ 
*mei^ iiafl'feppfeS it at lioth «3ttrei«e8^ for tlwJii 
comtptieiki ft pfofperky — and ^tis thoti who bikft bit>^ 
Iten th|i tieart of poverty’: and fo long is wertW- 
lefs fpiWts^, tsin fee amfeitioiis ones, 'tis a efearao 
ter we ftiail never ivant^ O ! it infeft^ the court 
— the tamp— the cabinet-^t infcfts the church- 
go where you will— ifi every quarter^ in every 
profeffion^ ytni fee a Shinitei following the wheds 
of- the foitunate, through thick mire and clay4— 
•^---Hafte/ Shimei t— — hafte i or thou wilt be 
undone for ever — Shtmei gitdeth up his loins and 
fpcedeth after him— behold the hand which go- 
verns evQry thingi— takes the wheels' from Off 
his chariot, fo that he who driveth, driveth on 
heavily — Shimei doubles his (peed— but ^tis thcr 
contrary way ; he flies like the wind #ter a fondy 
defan, and "the place, thereof (liall know it w 

more ^ftay, Shimei ! ’tis j^our patron— your 

friend— your benclaclor *’tis the maik who has 
raifed you from the dunghill- — ^^tis all oift tO Shi- 
niei ; Shimei is the barometer of every mattes 
fortune; marks the* rife and fall of it, witR all 
the variations from fcorching hot to freezing 
cold upon his countenance, that the fimile will 
admit of. Is a cloud upon thy aftairs? — fee-— it 
hangs over Shimei's brow — h^h thou been fpoken 
for to the king or the captain of the hoft without 
fuccefs ? look not into the court-kalcndar— the 
vacancy is filled up in Shimei*s face— art thou in 
debt ? tho* not to Shimei*- — no matter— the worit 
officer of the ksw (hall not be more infolent. 

What then, Shimei — is the guilt of poverty fo 
black— is it of fo general a concern, that thou 
and all thy .family muft rife up as one man to re- 
VoL. IV. i proach 
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pm;ich it fi-tery thipg'^nl it Jofe 

tlMS;rigbl: to-^ty toot pr 4i«l who 
a^wH as mafc^th rkhy ftrip It of fts i^;ittM?a>f»wer« 
to mollify the hearts and fi^ple thet^^n^per of your 
race ? Truft me, ye have much to anfw^ forj it is 
thi« treatment which it has ever met with from 
il^rits like your$, which has gradually t;aiught the 
world to h^ok upon it as the greateft o< evils, and 
flrun it as the wqrft <lifgrace~and what is it, 1 be- 
feech you— what is it ^bat man w’iH ^ot do, to 
keep clear pif, fo fore , an imputation and punifli'- 
mcnt ? is it not, to Sy from this, that he n/es early 
r^aise takes rejl y asjd eats the bread of. carefulnefs f 
— ^that he plots — contrives — ^fwears — lies-^lhuf- 
fles — ^puts on all fhapes — ^trics all garments, 
W^ears them, with this, or that fide outward— ~ 
juft as it favours his efcape. 

They wlip have confidcred our nature, affirm, 
that Ihame and dilgracc are two of the moft.in- 
fuppmitabk evils of human life', the courage and 
fpirits of many have mattered other misfortunes, 
^nd born themfelves up again ft them ^ but the 
wifeft and^heft of fouls have not been a match 
for thefe ; and we have ipany a tragical inftaace 
on recordt what greater ovils have been run^ into, 
merely to avoid this pnc.’ 

Without this tax of infamy, poverty, with 
the burdens it lays upon our flclh— fo Jong as it is 
virtuous, could never break tfie fpirits of a 
all its hunger, and pain and nakednefs, ar^ no- 
thing to it, they have feme counterpoife of gopd,; 

behdes they are dired^d by providence^ apd 
muft he, fubiT^itted to: hut . ^hofc^afe affUftions 
,ij9t from the hand pf God, or nature— rr*** /af 
they dp come forth of the DUST, and moft pror 
** perly ma) be faid to fpring out of the G,aou i 
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^ aild tfirs h tbfc mfon tbty^ lay fttcb ftf ef# upon 
^ '©uir pAttcn<;e,*^ndj; ia^the end, tre^te fijch 4. 
** dtflnicft' ^ as matees m lc3«^k np-^ 
** and L4l^- jitflHto ihy hmids^ p Gl>d ? 
bui M me into the hands ef men.^ ’ 

Agreeable to 'thte wic^s the adtice of Efipba* to 
Jobii't tlie day^ of hi# nc^amt thyr 

, faid hei now ^ith f?«irf/’~Indecd his po- 
verty feemed to have Mft falin no other t thc'fvvor^ii!; 
of thb ' Sabeans had frightonid them away^aM . 
buf a^fow frieiids*^ a{##of kind they weH% 
the very proverb,of fays cnottglv. 

It k an ijiftance Mdjich gives one gtcat conoern 
for human nature, lliat a marti ^who <t/tk7jr 
** ^fpt for bini who was ill 
faiv any perijb fur want of 
fhjfered the jlriin^i'r' to ititge in the' Jhe^^d^t '^ 
opened his chjr iu th' tranwikt that a man cf 
fd good a' chatadlor — he never e^ttfed 
^ the eyd of the ^mdunv'io — ^r^'kad' ^UteSi 

his ' mStfSi In hf/n/df atomy ' a nS^vd:e' fttikeYkfs 
*^ 'had not eaUn thirtr/f a' marr, 

the moment be fcIHnro poveflv; havooc- 

cafion*to cry om foi* 

tnvy 0 my fiends J for the hand- of (kd has fomd - 
ed Getiticnefs and' humanity, (ode. Arotild 

think) wdtild melt the hardert l>eai t, and charm 
thfe fierced " fpirit ; bind wp the muA viotene 
biirnd, aiid ftill the maft ahufive tongue :~biir the 
expcrimciu failed in a llrcmgcr milatrce of him, 
wh'dfe meat and drink it %va3 to do u^gooch; ami 
iii'purfuit of which, whole whole life was a com* 
tinned fccneaof kindnefs and of infuJts, for vt'bich 
WC mu ft go back to 'the fame cxpianatfcn with 
X^hkh Ave let out, — and thiitk, tfee Icaiidai of 
*p6i£erty* — — 

X 2 « Tl is 



244 . 'M <!i W 

ithu feliim, we^ihisco hat ioi^e he,ii:i^->k 
the popular ipry ©tie parti ^ad ^jfb,tip6ife 
xvhp feeaicd to knoiir tetter^ the ^uefe pot 
leflen the difgracc hot the ca:i^irip:cr, the 
Ion of Mary?~of Mary r.--^rcat l5pp of Ifrael f 
What !*-^f the meaneft of thy people t {for he 
had mf regard d ihi lw^ tjtni'e of his haild-maideny 
-Uahd ol the pooreft too ! (for Ihe had not a lamb 
to ofTer., but was purified a« Mofes dipcGed in fuch 
by the oblation of a turtle dove.)r — 

’ That tne Savi^uk their nation could be 
poor, anil not have vthere to lay his head, — wa$. 
a crime »cvcr to be forgiven ; and tho^ the puri- 
ty pf' his doftrine, and the works which he had 
done in its fupport, were ftronger arguments on 
iw fide^ than Ws humiliation could be againft it,— 
yet the offence ftill remained j — they looked for 
the redemption of Ifrael; but they would have^ 
it only in thofe dreams of power which filled their 
im^ginivtion.— 

Ye who weigh the worth Of all things only in 
the goklfmith’s balance,— was this religion for 
you ? — a religion ^ofe appearance was not great 
and fplemiid,— but looked thin and meagre, and 
whofc principles and protnifes fhewed more like 
the curies of the law, than its bleffings ! — ^for they 
called for fufierings, and promifed little but per- 
fecutions. 

In truth, it is not cafy fqf tribulation or diftrefs^ 
for nakednefs or famine, to make many converts 
out of pride ; or reconcile a worldly heart to the 
fcorn and reproaches, which were furc to be the 
portion of every one who belicvccha myllery fo 
<lifcredited,by the Wrld, and fo unpalatable to all 
its pafljons and pictures. 

But 
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Rat %o bring this fermoq to its proper conck- 
fl&n* * 

If Aftrea or Juftice never finally took*her leave 
of the vrorl4, till the day" that poverty JSrft be- 
came ridiculous^ it is mattef of confotation, that 
the God of Juftice is ever over u6 — ^that what-» 
ever outrages the lowncfcof our condition maybe 
expoftd 10 | from a mean and undifeerning world, 
—that we walk in tbc prefence of the greateft 
and moft gt^nerous of Beings, ivho is infinitely 
removed from cruelty and ftraitnefs of mind, and 
all thofe little and illiberal pailions, U^ith which 
we hourly infult each other. 

The w^orft part of mankind, arc not always to 
be conquered — ^but if they are — ^tis by the imita- 
tion of thefe qualities which muft do it :-aaftis true 
—as I’ve (hewn— they may fail; but ftill all is 
not loll, — for if we conquer not the woild— in 
the very attempts to do it, ue lhall at leaft con- 
quer ourfelves, and lay the foundation of our 
peace (where it ought to be) within our own 
liearts. 
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SERMON XVIL 


The Cafe of Hezekiah and the 
Messengers. 

Preached before his Excellency the Earl of 
Hertford, at 1763. 




SERMON XVIL 


2 Kings xx, 15. 


Zv lfl:at have they feen in thine hottfe ? 

and H \ 'Hith anfwered^ All the iJnng4 that are 
in tny /V/^/t’, have they feen ; there is mthing 
duiongjl all wy ireafures that I have not jheven 
them^ 


— A ^r) where was the harm, yt>u^l fay, in 
Xa. all this? 

An caltorn prince, the fon of Baladme, had 
fenr mefl'engers with prefents as far as fmm Ba- 
bylon, to ( oijgratulate Hezekiah upon the reco- 
very from his fickncfs j and Hezekiah, who was 
a good prince, a£led confidently with himfelf: 
he received and entertained the men and hearkened 
unto them; and before he font them away, he 
courteoufly fliewed them all that was woith a 
ftr2ingcr’s ctuiofity, in his houfe, and in his king- 
dom, and 111 this, feemed only to have dif- 

charged himfdf of w'-hat urbanity^ or the ettqmitt 
q{ courts might require. Notwithftaiiding this, 

in 
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in iht vi^fc Vhidi ‘1^ tl>d teif, 

we find hte Wad j and ais a piinifiirtient 

for it, tto aH his riches, which his forefathers 
had t^id up in ftore unfo that day, were threat- 
ened to be carried away in triumph* ttabylon, 
— ^tKe from. vrilem:^ thfe mdfengers 

had Come, 

A hard return ! and what his hehaviotir does 
not feem to bate deferved. To for this fatter m 
a dear it will be neceffary to enlarge upon 
the whole ftory, — the reficflions Which will arifo 
out of it, as we go along, may help us — at Idffi, 
1 hope they will be of uie on their own arcount. 

After the miraculous defeat of the AfTyilatis, 
we read in the beginning of this chapter, that 
He^Wah was fick even unto death ; and that 
God fends the prophet ICaiab, with the unwcl- 
Come rneffage, he JfjouM fit his hotffe in orclery, 

fur that he Jtsould tlte^ and not five. 

There are many inftances of men, who have 
received fuch news with the greateft eafe of mind, 
and even entertained the tlioughts of it widi ftnifos 
upon their countenances, — and this, either faun 
ftrength of fpirits, and the natural chccrfolnefe of 
their temper,— or that they knew the world,— 
at)d cared not for expelled a better : — -yet 

themfauds of go^d men, with all the helps of 
philofophy, and againft all the affuranccs of a 
Well fpent life, that the change mull be to their 
account, — ^upon the approach of death, have ftill 
leaned* towftards this world, and. wanted fpirits and 
refolution to bear the fbock of a feparation from 
it for eVfer. ‘ 

^ This, in fome meafurc, feemed to have been 
Hezekiah^s cafe 5 for tho* he had walked before 
G 0 D ■ in truth, and with a ptfrfed. heart, and 

had 
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^st 


that was g(fb4 m his fighit,^yet‘ 

tkat th<J hafty fumroRi?« 
gr^ifcly jy-!~that upon the delivery of the ®fj^ffage^ 
he Vspt fpre; 77 ^that he turned his face to^rdi? 
the wall^ — ^peihaps. for the greater fecrecy of h*« 
devotion, and that, hy withdrawing himfejf thus 
from all external objects, he might olFer up his 
pyrayer unto his God, with greater and more fer-- 
veut^attehtipm 

: — ^And hepmyed, and faid, O Loud 1 1 be- 
feech thee rememher-i-O Hc^^kiah ! How couldft 
thou fear that God had forgotten thee? or. How 
couldft thou doubt of his remembrance of thy in** 
tegritv, when he called thee to receive its recom- 
pe;nce r 

jSut here it appears of what mat^iafs man id 
ma<;fe,; he purfues happinefs^ — rand yet is focon^ 
tent wdth mifery, that he would wander for ever 
in this dark vale of it— and fay, 1/ is g^od^ 
Lord ! to he here^ and to build tabernacles of rejl 
and fo long as we are clothed with ilc&i, and 
nature has, fo great a -fliarc within us, it is no 
'wonder if that part claims its right, and pleads 
for the fweetnefs of life, nptwithilai^diug ajl its 
C 2 (re aUtd dif^ppointments.#. 

This natural weaknefs, no doubt, bad its weight 
in liezekiah’s'carncfl prayer for life: and yet, 
fiorn the fuccefs it met with, and tl^^ immediate 
change of Go d’s purpofe thereupon, it is hard to 
iniagine, but that if niuft have been accompanied 
with feme meritorious and more generous motive: 
and if we fuppofe^ as fomc havp done, that he 
turned his face towards the wall, bccaufe that part 
of his chamber looked towards the temple, the 
tare.pf whofe prcfcrvation lay next his heaiit, y^4, 
m^y w^ififlently encr.gh give this fenfe to hi^i 
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‘ O GoB;! how I hsm 

fore tl>cc — hovf inucb I hay^|4<^ 

to thf rdigiot? |nom error md 

thou knoweft that , the eyes of the world 
ato fi3Eed upon me, as one that hatlh forCaken 
their idolatry, and rjpftorcd thy worlhip •, — ^ 
that I Rand in the midR of a crooked and cor- 
rupt generation, whieh looks thro’ all my a.ftir 
ons, and watches all events which happen to 
me: if now they ftiali fee me fuatched away, 
in the midft of my days and iiemee, how will 
thy great name fuffer in my extlnAioft ? Will 
not the heathen fay, Thus it is to ferve the God 
** of Ifrael! — How faithfully did Hezekiah walk 
before him? — ^^^hat enemies did he biing upon 
himfolf, in too warmly promoting his worlhip ? 
and now, when the hour of ficknefs and di- 
ftrefs came upon him, and he nioft wanted the 
** aid of his God— behold how he was forfa- 
ken # 

It is not unreafonaUe, to aferibe fome fuch 
pious and more di fin terefted motive toHczekiah’s 
defire of life, from the’ iflue and fnccefs of his 
prayer it came U pafs^ before Ifamh hcA ^otie 

out iuio the middle ccurt^that the m:ord of the Lord 
came to bim^ faying^ Turfi again ^ and iefl He'zeklah^ 
Jtd^ave beard his prayer , I have feeu his tears ^ and 
behold 1 %vill heal him* 

It was upon this occafion, as we read in the 
12th verfc of this chapter-* that Baradock-baladan, 
fon of Baladine king of Babylon, fent letters and 
a prefent unto Hezekiah: he had heard the fame 
of his ficknefs and recovery; for as the Chal- 
<icans were great fearcbers into the fecrets of na- 
ture, cfpecially into the motions of the celeftial 
bodies, in all probability they had taken notice at 
X / that 
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tWt cf the the 

i^et^iiifig ten diqgl^e tipon 

AeiV’ dials* and had iiifdilped and learnt upon 
what aec(S>unt, and in whofe favour ftitb a fign 
was given j fo that this aftronomba! mlradc^ 
fides the political motive which it would fu^geft, 
of eourting fuch a favourite of heaven, had heen 
fiifficient by itfelf, to have led a curious people as 
l«r as Jcrufalcm, that 'they might fee the man 
fot whofe fake the fun had forfook bis courfe. 

And here, we fee hbw hard' it is to ftand the 
ihock of prolperity,'^— and how much truer a pr^f 
we give of our ftrength in that * extreme of life, 
than in the other. 

In all the trials of adyerfity, we find that Hc- 
Zt’kiah behaved well, — nothing unmanned him j 
when beficg^cd by the AlTyrian hoft, Mrhich Unit 
him up in ferufalem, and threaten’d his dcflruc- 
^ion, — he ftood unlhafccn, and depended upon 
God’s fuccour* When call down upon his bed 
of ficknefs, and threatened with death, be meekly 
tiimM his face towards the wall, wept and pray’d, 
and depended upon God’s mercy : but nofbon^ 
er does profperky return upon him, and the mef- 
fengers from a far country, come to pay the flat- 
tering homage due to his greatnefs, and the ex- 
traordinary felicity of his life, but he turns giddy, 
and finks under the weight of his good fortune, 
and, with a tranfport unbecoming a wife man 
upon it, ’tis faid, he hearken’d unto the men, 
and flieu'M them all the houfe of .hk precious 
things, the filver and the gold, the fptccs and 
the precious^ ointments, and all the houfe of his 
kmour, and all that was found in his treafut:es ; 
that there was nothing in his houfe, nor m his 
dominions, that liezekiah fliew’d them not: 
- VoL. IV. T , for 
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ife -did' 

4rf \waiw|:y and a weak irabfpDJt of 
wf: aa we aijc ifiirc, G o d conJd ^niit liA 
t>tt£ »^€re was^a real crtjfne/ we niigfet red^ 
conelude Aat tMs 'was his, and that he^ 
foarches into the heart of nj^an, h^eld thsd 
his was, corrupted with the HeiSngs he bid gifeh 
him 4 , a*>d it was juft to make what w^s tht 
occafion of his pridc^ become the hiftrurOerit: of 
his puniihment, by decreeing, that all the riches 
he had laid up in ftore until that day, ihbiild be 
carried away in triumph to Babylon, the %’cry 
place from whence the meSen gets had come who 
had been eye-* witneffes of bis folly. 

O Hezekiah i HoW couldft thou provoke 
God to bring this judgme^nt ppon thee ! liow 
** could^thy fpirit, all meek and gentle as it was, 
have ever fallen into this fnafe? Were thy 
** treafu res rich as the ;earth — What! was thy 
heart fo vain as to be lifted up therewith f 
** Wa« ,not ajU that was valuable in the world— 
r^aj, w^smpt heaven itfclf almoft at thy com*- * 
** ma^df whilft th(>u waft humble? and, how' was 
itj, iha£> tbm couldft barter away all this, for 
what was lighter than a bubble, and dcfecrat^ 
an. .aftion fo full . of courtely and kindnefs aS 
** thine appcaT 4 id to bc, by fuffering it to take its 
“ Xjfo from, fo pointed a fountain 

Inhere is foarccwany thing which the heart more 
unWilifogly beiirs,^ithan an analyfii of this kind/ 
We ate a ftrange compound ; '^and fomctliing 
foreign from w h;u charity wduld To ctcr- 

na1S|r;twifts itfclf into what W'e do, that npt on- 
ly In momentous xoncerns, where int^teft tiftfi 

tfoder 



uadtsr# iSbc faawers df ^ Wan 

tbe,m 0 ft indifer^nt of 
force of 

man ia^ a^ut^^obferroifi'm^^-'-^ 

ftandfi.am*A infi^ and mt with two motives 

oftonfibk one for the world^ and anbthcr^ 
he fderves for his own pmafe ufe; — this, yeti' 
may fay> the world has no conoem with : it tnight 
have been fo ; but by ^btriwlitig the wrong mo^; 
tive* upon the worlds and ftealmg from it a oha- 
riti^diei?, in Acad^ of winning oncj-— we give it n 
right add a temptation akng with it, to inquire 
into the affair. ^ 

U’he motives of the one for doing it, arc oftcri 
little better than the other for defervhig it. Let 
us fee if fome fodal virtue may not be 
f»*onj the errors of both this one and the other* 
Vani r Y bid^ Sakher fons to be gcneroii# at|id 
l>raye,— and her daughters to be chaile amhi:!o#i^^ 
teous — -But why do we want her inftruflidns - 

Aik the comedian, w^ho is taught a part he feds 
not*-^^ . 

Is it: that the principlesof religion w:mt ftreugth, 
or that the real pafRon for what is good and wor- 
thy, will not carry us high enough —Goo ! 

thou knoweft they carry us too high— ^we want 
not to be — but ta 

Look out of your door,— take notice of that 
man : fee what dilquieting, intriguing and 
ing, he is content to go through, merely to be 
thought a man of plain dealing ;— three grains 
of hoitefty would fave him all this trouble 
alas i hie has ttem ^ 

Behold a fecond, under a fhew of piety hiding: 
the impurities of a debauched life :~he is jufl 
entering the houfp of Goo — M^ould he 

Y 2 Was 
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Tttii gai^i ^«"p«?int* '■' ' * ', ■:“ ■ 

’ OMcri^e a third goim^ on almoft in tbo &mo 
track^-~— with what an inflexible fan^iity &f de^ 
portmenti he fuftainis himfelf a« he advances : — 
every line in his fece writes abftinenee |-~cvcry 
ftride looks like a check upon his defines : fee, ! 
befcecb you, how he is cloakM up with fermons, 
prayers and facrameiitsi and fo bemuflSed with 
the externals of religion, that has not a hand 
to fpare for a worldly purpofe 5 — be has armour 
at leaft— Why does he put it^ on ? Is there no 
jferving GoD without all this? Muft the garb of 
religioti be extended fo Made to the danger of its 
rending ?— Yes truly, or it will not hide the fc-- 
cret — ^and, What is that ? 

^That the faint has no religion at alb ^ 

'—But here comes Generosity t giving-^- 
not to a decayed arift-— but to the arts and fei- 
enccs themfelves,^ — --See,— he builds not a cham^ 
hr in the wall apart for the prophet i but whole 
ikhools and adleges for thofe who come after. 
Loro f how they will magnify his name !— ’tis 

in capitals already; the firll the higheft, in 

ihc gilded rent-roll of every hofpital and afylum— 

—One heneft tear flied in private over the un- 
furtuna'tc, is worth it all. 

Wlrat a problematic /ct of creatures does fimu- 
laiion make us ! Who would divine that all that 
anxiety and concern fo vtfible in the airs of one 
half of tliat great aflemblv fliould arife from nen 
tUing clfe, but that the otlicr half of it may think 
them to be men of cOnfequencr, penetration, 
parts and condu£l ? — -What a noife amongft the 
efeimants about it ? Behold Humility^ out of mere 

pride. 



iance in 

mgat^i^fit {^suHiih ^14kr '<i9{«^.4«a tlip^^ge 

■■_■ :■■ ■■ ..>.j.-^,*,>. 

■ found o£^diat.^'ftntaifiof()^ 

tee'’ IK>t'flaydbl<tidr^nln|r^*^ ^Rie>g<xid<'Cii!i^li^ 
giving alw®.'^' O,- Fii'’2('?r'4 '^4; .gwrtkft,- M 4|^, 
najtft'pnflinas ! foft smd ietideii ^ fhy^iotefii > ftM 
accord tixey whh ibdoud isftininent'. . .'. <• : 
iometyn? jar%SH%d .wHl-fer,e)pfr .i^»^^ 
S» :di,4iiibnaiM:e 

mafter 'ibevenof^it wtideitake the part-^ 
hatimonitce and modulate it ae he «nay» one ton<^ 
wilt eontradi£t another t and wbilft. we ha^eMf 
to heart We thall rdiftinguiih it: ’tis trt^only 
which is confident and ever in harmony. 
felf : it fits upon our lips, like th« aatfind notes 
of &tn& melodies, ready> to drop Qttt,;,iShe^er 
We will or no ^ it racks no bvcntion to let'Oi^iyeS 
alone, ~and needs fear no critic, .(«s-h|ivd^efitmw 
excefliiwey in the heart which appears -In the afliont 
It is a pieafing allufion the. ^iptni^h snakes n^e 
of, in eatling usfometimesahoufii, ai4 ihmetp.b 
a tebple, according to the iHore-,,orb%«X|ilt,ed 
tjUaHties of the fpirieuiM; gueft: wHjicJiiis Jo^ed 
withih Os : whether this jis the ground of 

the diftinftion, 1 will not affirm, tBt>s>.patK;h 
may be faJd, that, if we are.tohoivte^li^^s 
troth abd finghfne& of.beiist w^ch .tbj»ft’m^ 
the dfedicatioin i’tis this Wbichi.aiuiftfirlt 
guifh them from the n»haBo.wed ^ile» s w|^ 
dirty tifeks and fmpofiiions aW; pra^iffid hy 
hoft ypoii' thetfraevelfcr, who tarries bwt for a, em- 
inent, and returns not again. • j , 

Wd rdl takev notice, how clofe and rcfcr,]^ 
pee|>le are ; but we do not take notice at the fame 
• Y 3 time. 


simm wQi-mi iwm 

I|i;^i0g1ilte leaking lliieme^iii^ei ^^ 

felf-drfqaatcefromi^ch otbef , tn* w 
^ eomplam rf: ;this h (& truci^ ttet ltee is 
|Gai:cQ '^f -€hi$»£ter :& rare, mst inaa olid, real 

carries his 

heart in^his handi-r-whwiia^ thmg bethinks; 
iind does the thing; he pretends, TW no ondean 
diflifcc the charafter^^yet, Biio^etion generally 
Ifeafces her head,,*r--ittid the. world, foon lets him 
into the rcafon. # , r 

** 0 that I had in the wtldernefs a lotlghtg af 
way -faring men ! that / might leave fuch a people ^ 
md g^ from tbein< Where is dbc man of a nice 
fenfe of truth and ftrong feelings, from whom 
the duplicity of the world, has not at one time or 
other wrung the fame wifli ? and where lies the 
wHderneCs to which fome one has not fled, ftom 
:the fame melancholy impulfe ?. 

Thus much for thofe who give oocaflon to be 
thought ill of let. us fay a word or two unto 
thofe who take it* 

But to avoid all common -place cant, as much 
as I can on this head;— 4 will forbear to fay, be- 
caufe I do not think it, — that ’tis a breach of 
Chriftiau chwty to think or fpeak evil of our 
neighbour, ^5^*o 

— We eannot avoid it : our opinions muft follow 
- tlie evidence ; and we arc perpetually in fuch 
engagements ^pd fltuations, that ^tis our duties to 
fpeak what our opinions are-— but Gqd forbid, 
that this, ever (bouid be done, but^from its beft 
motive— the fenfe of what is due to virtue, go- 
:9^rne4 by diferercion and the utmoft fellow-feeling ; 
we to gpijn otherwife, beginning with tire 

great. 



* 

of^ hyi^iffi «nd fa 

«faim|^ ^ M:Htd« ttkasBm^s md fiacin^, ttaaf^ 
ing ^iv^y ^ttfcottt mercy tU Ihat ioofci^I^emly, 
.•w*we fluDiiid >Icavc but a tatter'd world t)f if- 
‘ But I o^fiue what I have to lay to a chara&er 
kfs equivocal, and which taitea ia|^ mo Jpiticb room 
in the world : it is that of wfao^ fiom a f Oi- 

noral diftrud: of all that looks difinterefted, findmg 
nothing to blame in an mSkion^ and perhaps much 
to admire in it^immediately fall foul upon its 
motives : Doy Job fame Gad for nougM /* What 
a vile ilifmuauon!— befides, the queftion was not, 
wheUicr Job was % rich man or a poor man 
but, whether he was a man of integrity or no ? 
and the appearances were ftrong on bis fide : in- 
deed it might Have been otherwife ; it waapoffifele 
Job might be infinccre, and the devil took advan- 
tage of the die for it. 

It ip a bad pifturc, and done by a terrible mafter, 
and yet we are always copying it. Docs a man 
from real conviftion of heart forfake bis vices ?— 
the pofitioii is not to be allowed, -^nb *, his vices 
have forfakerr him. 

Does a pure virgin fear God and fay her pray- 
ers is in her cHma^leric. 

Does humanity clothe and educate the unknown 
orphan ? — Poverty ! thou haft no genealogies : — 
fee ! is he not the father of the child ? Thus do 
w^e tob heroes of the beft part of thdr glory~th€ir 
virtue. Take away the motive of the aflk, you 
take away all that is worth having in it jr-rwreft 
it to ungenerous ends, you load the virtuous man 
who did it, with infamy undo it all — ^I befcech 
you : give him back his honour, — ^reflorc the jewel 
you have taken from him, — replace him in the 
^uye of the wo;rJd~^it is too late*, 


It 
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It’ is psafiful. td' .ttiiter the 'whit^ 

ia hertr t wilitraft th^li|»ith 

f<lTe6 {m oooiidg from that (jtiatter, they 
more tiatutally produce {hcfa fhiits as ’wiU ««; fct 
ytmr teeth on c^e—for they will be the fruits of 
love and good wiM, to the praife of God and the 
happitdf^i^ithe • . r 
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S E R M O N X¥III. 


J U y^G E S XIX. I, 2, 3. 

if came to pafs in thofe days^ when there was 
m king in Ifrael^ that there was a certain Levtie 
fojourrnng on the fide cf Mount Ephraim^ who took 
unto him a concubine*-^ 


— A CONCUBINE [—'but the te3« accounts 
XjL for i^yfor in thofe days there was no king in 
Ifraely aud the Levite, you will fay, like every o* 
ther man in it, did what was right in his own 
eyes,— and fo, you may add, did his concubine 
Xoo—for Jhe played the ^'djore againji himy and went 


away* 

— Then fliame and grief go with her, and 
wherever fhe feeks a (helter, may the hand of 
juftice flint the door againfi her.^ — 

Not fo ; for Ihc wont unto her father^s houfe in 
Bethlehem-judah, and was with him four whol^ 
months, Blelied interval for meditation upon the 
ficklenefs and vanity of this world, and its plea-* 
fures ! I fee the holy man upon his knees, — with 

. hands 




' ■' ’■''"‘i' * * I'''' ' * v'* ' ■v ' ^ f ‘1- \3f‘ 

batuts oQiBfHrell^ to jbta bofom^ an^ 

: ^veii, that the 61^^,Whi(|l|i 1i^ 

fo long his aSieraohs, was S©^— ^ ^ *' , 

, The text g}y^> difierent pt^ure of his fiifik* 
tion, /fr bn. ar^ and wem after her tt 
, ij tfi htTf tfnd tailing her back againt htknng’his, h- 
nxxnt wih htm^ and a empk of ; anf^e 
hrdHgbt him into htf fi^htr^shoifeiani^ehihe 
father of the damfel; fem him^ $e r^rniid h n^et 

~A moft fentimentai group I ^ou^ll *fay : and 
fo it is, my good commentator, the ^orld t^lks of 
every thing : give but the outlines of a ftorjf^— 
let fpleen or prudery fnatch the pencil, and they 
will finifh it with fo many hard ftrokes, and with 
fo dirty a colouring, that candour and court fy will 
fit in torture as they look at it.-*-^cntle and vir- 
tuous fpirits ! ye wno know' not what it is to be 
rigid interpreters, but of your own failings, — to 
you, I addrefs myfelf, the unhired advocates for 
the conduft of the mifguided, — ^whence is it, 


that the world is not more jealouS of your oiflScc ? 
How often muft ye repeat it, ** T!nat fuch a 
one’s dcung;fo or (of — ^is not fufficient evidence 
by itfdf to overthrow the accufed ? That our 
^a&ions Hand Surrounded with a thoufatui circum- 


ftapees 'which do not prefen t therprelves at firft 
fight 5 “th?tt the firft fprings and motives which 
ianpeUM the unfortunate, lie deeper ftill -and 
that of the millions which every hour arc ar- 


raign’d, thoufan.ds of them ‘may have eriecl 
merely frorfi the had^ and beeri aftually outwit- 
ted into evil ; anU even when from the heart, — - 


that the difficulties and terhptations under which 
they a£ted,— the force of the paffions, the fuit- 
ableheis of the obje£t, and the many ftruggles 

of 
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mftut fee fell, npay be fo many appeal! 

jiiftice to the jndgmctit^fea^ of pity. ' 

Here then let us ftop a momcf^, '1in« gStc tjie 
fiory of the l^evite and his eoil<trhit*e a ^feteemd 
bearing : like a!! others, mudh of it depends upon 
the telling ; and as the feripture has left no 
. kind of comment upon it, Ms a ftory on arhlch 
the heart cannot be at a lofs for whaft to fey, or 
the imagination for what to feppofe— ^the dan* 
gcr is, humanity may fay too much. 

. And it cam/ io pafs in thife days^ njuhen there ^as 
no itng tn tfrael^ that a certam Levite fojourfnng on 
the fide ofi Mount Ephraim^ took unto himfelf a con* 
tuhine, 

O Abraham, thou father of the faithful f if 
this was wrong, 7 -*why didft thou fet fo enfnariBg 
an example before the eyes of thy defoendants r 
andj why did the God of Abraham, the God 
of Ifaac and Jacob, blefs fo often the feed of fiich 
intmourfes, and promife to multiply and make 
princes come out of them ? 

God can difpenfe with his own'laws j and ac- 
cordingly, we find the holieft of the patriarchs, 
and others in feripture* whofe hearts cleaved moft 
unto God, accommodating themfelves as well as 
they could to the difpcnfation : that Abraham bad 
Hagar ; that Jacob, befidcs his two wives |la* 
chael and Leah, took alfo unto him Ziipah imd 
Bilhah, from whom many of the tribes defeead- 
ed ; that David had feven wives and ten concu- 
bines ; Rehoboam fixty ; and that, in whatever 
cafes it became reproachable, it^eemed nUt fo 
much the thing itfclf, as the abme of it, which 
made it fo ; this was remarkable in that of Solo- 
mon, whofe excefs became an inftilt upon the 
Vot. IV. Z privileges 
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fofj by ibe femc flab of 
vrhich ,fiaa4© it aeceCary to haTe .forty 
tboufattd ;tj>f borfes j he had unfortanatdy 
mifcalcuJaited his other wants, and fo^ had fc-, 
yen hundred wives, and three hundred concu- 
bines. , 

.:^4fe — deluded man! was it not that thou 
madeft fome amends for thy bad praftjoc, by thy 
good preaching, what bad become of thee I- — - 
.three hundred — ^but Jet us turn yfidci I fbcfccch 
thee, from fo bad a ftumbling-bJoch. 

. The Levite had but one. The Hebr(?^ word 
imports a woman a concubine, or a wife a con* 
cubiiic, to diftinguifh her from the more infa* 
itsous fpecies, who came under the roofs of the 
licentious without principle. Our annotators tell 
us, that in Jewifli Tconomicks^ thefe differed little 
from the wife, except in fome outward ccrcmo* 
uies-aiid ftipulations, but agreed with her in all 
the true effeuces of marriage, and gave them- 
fdves up to the hufband, (for fo he is call’d) 
with faith pjighted, with fentiments, and with af* 
feiiipu. 

fiuph a one the .Levite wanted to ihare his Jb- 
litudi?, .and fill up that uncomfortable blank in the 
hippirfitin fuch afituatioa; for, notwithflandiug all 
WJ9 fnp^t with in books, in many of which, no 
doubti there are a good many haiidfome things 
fjUd upon the fweets of reiiienient, &c. . . » • 
Yet;fli!4 is mt ^apd for nuti to he alone 
nor can all whKh the cold-hearLcd pedant lluns 
our ea^rs .with upon the fubjc,(i, .ever give one.an^ 
fwer of fatisfaflion to the mind ; in (the midft of 
the loudeft vauutings, of philofophv, Nature will 
have h«fr yearnings for fockty and uicadflupv A 
. ^ . good 



• S' # 4t’ ivf 0'' 

« 

good bcart watltA feme obj«^ to be kind to| 
tbe beft pam of oat Wood, and tbe ptuffejft of ow 
fjririts faffet moft under the^defliitu tiou •* ' ^ 

Let the torpid Monk feek heaven comf€>ttlc& 
and alone~GoD fpeed him ! For my b^n'part, 
I fear, I Qiould never fo find the way : let rne 
wife and religious, but Ibt me be Man *: vi^re- 
ever thy providence places me, or whatever be 
the road I take to get to thee, give me fome cbtui? 
panion in my jmirney, be it only to remark to, 
How our fliadows leiigthettas the fitn goes down ; 
to whoWl may fay, How frelh is the foce of na- 
ture ! How fweet the fiowers of the utld ! How 
delicious are thefe fruiu ! 

Alas ! with bitter herbs, like his paflewer, did 
the Levite eat them : for, as they thus walked the 
path of life togeiher, flic wantonly turned ja£dc 
into another, and fled from him. 

. It is the mild and qui^t half of the WorMinvho 
are generally outraged and born down by the 
other half oif it: but intbis they have the ad- 
vantage ; whatever be the fctife Of their wrongs, 
that pride ftancls not fo watchful a centinel over 
their forgivenefs, as it does in the breads of tiic 
fierce and froward : we fhoald all of us, I be- 
lieve, be more forgiving than we arc, would the 
world but give us leave ; but it is apt to int8r|>ofe 
its ill offices in rcrriiilions, efpecially of this* k>nd: 
the truth is, it huxS its laws, to which the heart k 
not always a party j and afts fo like an unfeeling 
engine in all cafes without diftin£l:ion, that it re- 
quites all the firmness of the moft fettled imma- 
nity to bear up againft it. 

Many a bitter conflict would the Levite have to 
fuftain with hinifdf, his concubine, and the fen-. 

Z 2 timents 
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timmis of hk txiht^ ^;pon the dbim him ; 
mucV matter fthr pleaiiing, and many an emhar- 
faffiflg-ac(3ount on all fidcs : in a period of foilr 
ivholc months, every paflion would take it« em- 
pire by turns 5 and in the ebbs and flows of the. 
lefe unfriendly ones, Pity would find* feme mo- 
ments to be heard,— ^R ei-iGi ON herfelf would not 
be fiknt,— Charity w*ould have much to fay 5 
and thus attuned, every dbje£i: he beheld on the 
borders of Mount Ephraim, — every grot and grove 
he pafled by, would folicit the recolleftion of for- 
mer kindnefs, and awaken an advocate i*;^er be- 
half, more powerful than them all. 

I grant grant it all,” he would cry, 

** ^ti$ foul ! ^tis faithlefs ! but, why is tfie door 
of mercy to be fhut for ever againft it i and, 
why is it to be the only fad crime that the in- 
jured may not remit, or rcafon or imagination 
nafs over without a fear ? Is it the blackcft ? 
In what catalogue of human offences is it fo 
marked ? Or, is it, that of all others, 'tis a 

blow moft grievous to be endured? the 

heart cries out, It is fo : but let me alk my own, 
What pjrfCons are they which give edge and 
force to this weapon which has ftruck me ? 
and, whether it is not my own pride, as much 
‘‘ as my virtues, which at this moment excite 
the greatell part of that intolerable anguifh in 
the wound which I laying to her charge ? 
But, merciful heaven ! was it otherwife, why is 
an unhappy creature of thine to be perfecuted 
by me with fo much cruel revenge and ran- 
corous defpite, as my firff tranfport called for} 
Have faults no extenuations ? — Makes it no- 
** thing, that, when the trcfpafs was commit- 

“ ted. 
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m : ftadi 

r|l^: Jiip^'«l5ffi:rd<ice 

0i|-! 0f the Toifed#,^aad,;.c»n,t?i^^ 
thi? 0 |ig.b 4<?f^ravity ofr mtUI, a 
>f 'd€«^<yr)^itoymg<.by dfiltj^ii»;^att3 ^^yar^Iy;.|i;^||‘^ ' 
ing batJk ber fteps ?-^^y«jct 
;row for an offence, in a hea 4 t; 
vor to commit it morc|*-^lJppn Aat altaio^^ 
coilW, I offeyr ,up my wrongs. Crvel 
|>Uni,4h,Jnc4it which an. ingenuous mii^ 
takc^on itfjdf, from the remorfc of ^ feai^d 
“ a treipafs againft me i and i{ that w^ii) not\^a^ 
lance^ the account'~~juft God ! Jet^ me for- 
give the reft. Mercy well becomes the heart 
** of all thy creatures, but moft of thy fpmrk;' 

a Levitc, who offers up fo /inany da^lr’Ja^ 
«^cri/lcii;$ to theei for the tranigrclftpris/pt thy 
people.--^ 

— ** But to little purj^fe, he would add, have 
I ferved at thy altar, where my was 

** to fue for mercy, had 1 not learned jto pra£life 

Peace and happinefs reft upon the head "and 
heart. of every man who can thus thin,k, / , 

'' So he arofe^ and tueut afti^r her to fp^ak frlendh 
to kery in the original, tp (peak to;her heart 
to apply to their former endjearmcn^fr and 
how flie could be fo unkind to Ijimi' ruid fo vety 
unkind toherfelf? ‘ . i ' 

Even the upbraidings of the tjuipt attd 
ing, ate fwcet ; not like the fciwgs p/ the perec 
and inexprabj-^.. who but and devour alf^who 
have thwarted them, , in their .way; but they ai^e 
calm and courteous, like the fpiac which watches 
Z 3 over 
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(jqttldujh^ fotbir, ^tbc 4amfel, iii[;&€li, a 
liav^ a heart fipen '10 any inipiefr\oi>$i ,^nt t|) 0 fc 
mentioned in the text? ^hat when besfu*m hin^ 
rooked tp^ him >* urged lii« ftay fr0m day 
to day, with that moft irrefiftiWe oH all invita* 
UOna, ” CmnfpH thy hmfi^ and tarry all nighty and 

let thine hrnrthe 

If Alerry mATruth thiis met together in fettling 
this account, would furely be of the party *; 
great— ^rcat is its power in cementing^what has 
been broken, and wiping out wrongs even from 
the memory itfeU i and fo it was, for the Levite 
.arofc up, and with him his concubine and his 
fervant, and they departed. 

It ferves no purpofe to purfuc the ftory fur- 
ther ; the cataitrophe is horrid, and would lead 
us beyond the particular purpofe for which I 
have enlarged upon thus much of it, and that is, 
to difcreditraflj judgment, and illuftrate, from the 
manner of condu^Sng this drama, the courtefy 
which the dramatis perfina of every other piece, 
may have a right to^ Almoft one half of our 
time, is fpent in telling and hearing evil of one 
another ; fome unfortunate knight is always up- 
on this ftage, and every hour brings forth fomc- 
thmg ftrange and terrible to fill up our difeourfe 
and our aftoniflment, How people can be fo 
fpolifli and ’tis well if the compliment ends 
there: fo that there is not a focial virtue for 
which there i& fo eonftant a demand,— or confe- 
quently, fo well worth cultivating, as that which 

oppofes this unfriendly current : many ,and ra* 

pid^re the fprings which feed it, and various and 

fudden. 
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the fiifts Whteh tcWI# 
k m&f^e Wm h thi$ iheft ^^age df ^lir Iile:t 
let puis make the difeourfe as femeeaUe as }veean> 
by ttaciiig fbme of the moft reinarkabie of t^em^ 
ug to their fource. 

And firft, there is one miferable inlet to this 
evil, and which, by, the way, if fpcculation is 
fuppofed to precede pradHcc, may have been dep- 
rived, for aught I know, from feme of oni* bu- 
.fieft in^irers after nature, —-and that is, when 
widi more aseaj than knowledge, we account, for 
phenomena, before we arc furc of their exigence. 
— It is mt the manner of the Romans to eond^nn 
any man to death (much iefe to be rftartyred) faid 
Fcftus i—^and doth our lavf judge any man hfore 
it hear himy and know what he doth ? cried 
demus ; and he that affwereth^ or dctcrmineth 
a matter before he has heard iV,’— ifVir folly and a 
Jham unto are generally in fticb a 

hafte to make oar own decrees, that we psdk O- 
ver the jufticc of thefc, and then the feene is fo 
changed by it, that *tis our folly only which k 
real, and tnat of the accufed, which is imagina- 
ry : through loo much precipitancy it will happen 
fo ; and then the jeft is Ipoiled, or we have criti- 
cifed our own ihadqw, 

A fecond way is, 'when the procefs goes^on 
more qrderly, and we begin with getting tflfbr- 
mation, but do it from thofe iufpe<9ted evidences^ 
againft which our Saviour warns us, when he 
bids us not to judge aceording to apf^arame 
in truth, \h behind thefe, that moftof the things 
which blind human judgment ly concealed ; a^d 
on the contrary, there are many things M^hich ap- 
pear to be, which art not— C)6r^ came eating 
* and 



■'^F^' which ''kimf' ''? 5 i^/^y',.Hte-'a" 'mtwteft'^ 'mw^oib'^ 
%6rns arf/ ^refs herfeJf fomsiu#^ 

imo the cirde t^)' he ifeen lliffici«^ 

for $Mfpicm to draw tip the libdi fcr Mnlke to 
give thre torture, or rafli Judgment to ftart up 
anil |>afs a' final fentcnce. 

^ . A third way isj when the which denote 
'tuifeonduft, are lefs difputablc,i but arc comi 
mehted upon with an afperity of cenfure^ vjhich 
a humane or a gracious temper would^ijpare : an 
abhorrence againft what is criminal, is fo fair a 
plea for this, and loots fo like virtue in the 
face, that in a fermon againft rafli judgment, it 
would be unfeafonable to call it in queftion ; 
and yet, I declare, in the fullcft torrent of ex- 
clamations which the guilty can deferve, that 
the fimple apoftrophe, ‘‘ Who made me to dif- 
fer: why was not I an example would touch 
my heart more, and give me a better carneft of 
'the commentators, than the moft corrofive pe- 
^rlod you could add. The punifbment of the 
unhappy, I fear, is enough without it ; and were 
it not, ^tis piteous, the tongue of a Chriftian, 
whofe religion is all candour and courtefy, fliouid 
be made the executioner. Wc find in the dif- 
"Courfc between Abraham and the rich man, tho* 
the one was in heaven, and the other in hdJ, 
yet ftill the patriarch treated him with mild lan- 
guage : Sow I—Son^ rememhi’r that thou in thy lift^ 
iimey &c. &€.~and in the difpute about the 
body of Mofes, between the Archangel and the 
"devil, (himjelf,) Sf* Jude tells us,'he durft not 
l^bring a railing accufation againft him 5 — ’twas 

unworthy 
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ilsaworthy liis bigtt cliDirsi^tal> smd in4c<:d migh| 
have bee^ impolitic too ^ &r if he had) {u o&fi 
of OUT divines *note 6 upon the pafia^} thp defi} 
iiad been too hard for him at Taihng^-^^tu^s bi$ 
own weapoHi^-^nd the bafeft fpiritS) after his tx^ 
an^lc) are the moft expert at it. , i 

This leads me to the obfervatiqn of a fourth 
cruel inlet, to this evil, and that is, the defifc of 
being thought men of wit and parts, and the 
vain cxpcilatioti of coming honeltly by the title, 
by Ihrewd and farcaftick refkClions upon what- 
ever is done in the world. This is fetting up 
trade upon the broken flock of other people’s 
failings, — perhaps their misfortunes much 

good may’t do them with what honour they can 
get,— -the furtheft extent of which, I think, ^ is 
to be praifed, as we do fome fauces, with tears 
in our eyes : 1 ^ is a commerce moil illiberal \ 
and as it requires no vaft capital, too many 
bark in it, and fo long as there ate bad pafiims 
to be gratified, and bad heads to Judge, with 
fuch it may pafs for wit, or at Jeaft, like feme 
vile relation, whom all the family is afliamcd of, 
claim kindred with it, even in better companies. 
Whatever be the degree of its affinity, it has 
hdped to give wit a bad name, as if the main 
( iience of it was fatire ; certainly there is a dif- 
ference between ktiernefi and falpiejs^ that is, 
between the malignity and the feflivuy of wit ; 
the one is a mere quicknefs of apprehenlion, void 
of humanity, and is' a talent of the devil 5 the 0 - 
ther comes down from the Father of fpiritSy fo 
pure and abllradled from pcrfoiis, that willingly 
It hurts no man j or if it touches upon an indc- 

corum^ 
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fcprum, ^tis with that dexterity of true genitifr, 
ifclAth enables him ratner to give a new pplonr to 
theabfcrdity, and let it pafs. Hfe may fmilc 
the fhapc of the obclifk raifcd to another's fa*nei 
but the malignant wit will level it at once with 
the ground, and build his own upon the ruins of 
it. — 

What then, yc rafli cenfurers of the world ! 
have ye no manlions for your credit, but thofe 
from whence ye have extruded ■’the right own- 
ers? Are there no regions for you to fliine in, 
that ye defeend for it into the low trifverns of 

abufe and crimination ? Have ye no feats 

but thofe of the fcornful to fit down in ? If 
Honour has miftook his road, or the Vir- 
tues^ in their excefles have approached too near' 
the confines of Vice, arc they therefore to be 
call down the precipice? Muft Beauty for 
eyer .be trampled upon in the dirt for one — one 
falfc ftep ? And (hall no one virtue or good qua- 
lity, out of the thoufand the fair penitent may 
have left, — —(hall not one of them be fulfered 

to ftand by her? ^Juft God of heaven and 

earth ! 

But thou art merciful, loving and righteous, 
and lookeft down with pity upon thefe wrongs 
thy fervants do unto each other pardon us, 
we befeech thee, for them, and all our trail fgref- 
fions 5 let it not br remembered, that we were 
brethren o£ the fame flefh, the fame feelings and 
infirmities. O my God ! write it not down in 
thy book, that thou madcll us merciful, after 
thy own image ; that thou haft giveg us a reli- 
gion fo courteous, fo good tempered, that every 

precept 
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pfecept of it cardes a along with it to be^ 
the fotendS of our natures, and?wceten opr f|rii 
rjts,* that we might live with fuch kind i««-*. 
cotirfe in this world, as will fit us to taaft togO'^ 
ther in a better. 
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4CT» XXIV. 2(5- 


He h^ped alfit that money Jbould haw been f^vin 
him of Paulf that he might 


# 

A NoBLfi to take op the confidefatioii 

of the Roman governor ! 

— He hoped that money Jfjonld ha\^e been gkff.n 

him r* rFor what end? to enable him to 

judge betwixt right anti wrong and, Front 

whence was it to be wrung ? from the poor.fcrip 
of a difciple of the carpenter's fon, who left no- 
thing to his followers but poverty and fuilicriuj'^. 

And was this Felix ! — the gieat, the noble Fe- 
lix ! ^Fellx the happy ! ^thc gallant Felix who 

kept Drufilla !-— Could he do this Bafe paf- 
iton ! what canfi thou not make us do ? 

Let us confider the whole tranfaftion. 

Paul, in the beghming of this chapter, had 
been aecufed before Felix, by Tenullus^ of 
grievous crifties,— of being a peftilent fellow-rA'" 
mover of feditions, and a profaner of the temple^ 
To which accufations, the apoftlc having 
liba'ty from Felix to reply, he mafc^ his defenct^^ 
Ar a z from 
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ffhmi tJic^ thy? 

11 ^ f^c^s 1 fttiat tha v 'wlixjfe ■ ehargfe. jw^ts 

he openly thaJteigea 
them tb proiiucrstpfafnft him^ if they ha<i it^ that* 
btv* the contfary, he tvas fo for from being thd 
man ,, Tertuifes . had rcpfefcntcd, that the very 
prMciydcV’t^f the relt^n with which he then 
flood aod which they called hcrefy, led 

hmi tb be?* the moft inKxceptk>nahle in his con- 
the coiuiiufal cxcrcife v^ hich it demanded 
i*^f hirni of having a confeitnee void of^odence at 
ntl' times, both' towards Goo ;md man 4 that cm-* 
ftfently v.d|h this, his adverfarks had neither Ibnnd 
hi^n in thdftmple difpnting ^dth any man, nei- 
ther talffng up the people, ntdther in the fymt- 
f^^ue or iti th <2 city 5 for this he appeals to them- 
j^thjtt K v'an but ^velvc days fftioe he came 
for r-o v*'oHhip : — that' during that 
41fii^,'^vhmhe pimiied in the temple, he did k .as 
hh*nJ^wrhout ncife, withotit tumult; this 
he calhntfon the Jews who came from Afia, and 
of his bthaviouv, t 0 attcU ; 
hnd, In a v/oVd, he urges the whole dviVnee Hefor^ 
Felix, in fo firong a nraniier^ and with Inch phi& 
:;"ul nj.tiir.d ar >iirn<.‘ms of hih innocence, as to 
leave no colour for his adverfaiies fo reply-' 

‘ 'Ihcre was, however, ilill one advrrlary in thk 
court, — tho" fillmt, yet not fatisfied. — 

■ — Spare thy ol ^qdnice, Tertuiius ! roll up the 
vlrargc : a ntOfe notable orator than thyl'df is ri- 
ftn li}), — ^h‘s Avarice, and that too, in the 
fatal }5iace f6r the prifoner it C(ujld liavc ta!i- 
ketv .peflb ffi on s in the h e :a t b f the mini 

who judges Inm. ' 

* If Felix beheved Paul innocettt, and afled ac- 
cording} v, that is, relcafed him w.iihout rewatid, 

.this 
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ad%cate l^ld kim, woulcl k>f^^ 

0f ^hr pi^ta of his if lit afc¥ 

hnowhbd^c^ the faith of Christ* whh^ Pwf 
occafiodaliy explained in hisdefibiiet,^t to}d^ili> 
be might lofe the emptofment it£^f; ib* 0Otrf 
withftanding the ch^alker of the apoftlc 
td (as it was) moft 4 ^tle£s i and die faith he pan(ii«^ 
feffcd fo very clear, that at be nrgcd it^ the heart 
gave its eonient,r^yet, at the fame time* the paf-* 
fioa rebcited, ahd lo ftrong an intereft was ferm*^ 
ed thereby, againft the hrft imprefTions in 
of the man and hi$ caufe,. that both were difintf-' 
fed ; the one to a more convenient hewing* 
never came ; the other to the har<lfl(i|is dF a pci^ 
fbn for two whole years, hoping^ as the text in* 
us, that money ihould have been gjivor 
him i and e\'en at the lafty w hen he kft the pn>r 
vince, witling to do Jew* a 
is,-^to ferve his hitereft in another fliape wkh 
alisthe conviction upon his mindy that Wh^donft' 
nothing worthy of bonds, ho, neverdittlefs,,. kft 
the holy man boand, and configned ovei «|,the 
hopde& profpeCir of ending bis days in* tl>p lamo 
ftate of coniinenaent*. m which he bad iingetie««^ 
loufly left him* 

One would imagine, as eovetouhiefs is a vice 
not naturally cruel in iifclf, that there muft cer- 
tainly have been a mixtureot* other motiver in th^ 
governour'tj brcail, to account for a ftrocc-idilig lb 
contrary to humanity and hisowu cpuvi^ioiii pjaud 
couldit be of ufe to mife conjrdurcs upon it, thut« 
but too pfdba;bJc gPOu«ds for fifoh 
iition. it, feems that i^ruriiU, whofo ourbfuy, 
upon a double account, had led to b^rPwl, 
—(for foe was a dsughtar of Abrabam^-a^wdl as 
o££a^)— was a character,, which might have figis* 
A :i l red 



fqj) ‘YCify %>ur OH'n ^:^R«3, s ,(K>jc.,a$ Ja-r 

fcphus tcils bad4eft.tHe J.<rvv hfSf huifcai^d^v 

3ip4,^’it'h0ut any .pi^^tti^ice in ihoir Ja,w tp a 

4 iv!orcei had givwjia. beridf up without ceremeny 
t 0 Kelix i for which caufe, tho* llie.i^ here called, 
hls.wife^ iflje wa3 in reafoi^.and jiiftice i:he wife of 
.an^^her .maU) and confequently livt^d in an opcm 
ftafe of Muitery- So that when Paul, in explain- 
ing the faith of Chris i , took oecaiion to. argue 
i^pon .thc morality of the gofpdi and urged the, 
«^rnal jUiw3 of Juftice, the unchangeable ohliga-v 
tiona to temperance, of which challity was a. 
branch, itw^sfcarcepoffible to frame hisdifeourfe 
lb, (had wUhed to temporize) but that either 
her intereft or her love mufl have taken ofl'ence ; 
:and tho’ we do not read, like Felix, that flie trem- 
bled at the account, ’tis natural io imagine llie 
wa3 alFeifed with other paflions, of which the a- 
pollle might feel the eflefls— and ^twas well he 
IkflFeredi qq more, if two fuch violent enemies as 
lull and av‘.u'ice were combined aganft him* 

But this by the way,— for as the text feems 
only to acknowledge one of thde motives, it is 
not om bufincfs to align the ocher. 

It is abfervable, that this fame apoflle, fpcak- 
jng, in his epilfle to Timothy, of the ili eifcCls 
of Lhis.farne ruling paflion, ailirms, that it is the 
root of all evil; and I make no doubt but the rc- 
niembrence of his own. fufferings bad no I'm all* 
Iharc in the feverity of the icfledion.— Infinite 
are the, examples, where the love of money is only 
% fubordirfate and mhiifterial paflion, exercil'cd for' 
the fupport of fome other vices, and 'uis generally 
found, when there is either ambition, prodiga- 
lity, or lull, to be fed by it, that it then rages 
with, the (kail mercy and dikretion j in which.. 

Cities^ 
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cafes, /flrtSly fj^afeihg* it R imt t)f ottW* 

other evik utt tki root *6f ilf; ' 

'i'feis forces me to recal 'wbat I have faffl 
covctoufncfs, as avitenot naliAMhy cfitcl ^ 
apt to reprefetit itfelf toonr irti^gitiations, 
fight^ uneier that i4ea ; we cDBfidcr it 
mean, worthlefs turn of mind, incapaiafe of jM}^- 
i.ng or doing what is right : but as it is a vice’wfedi 
does wot always fet up for itfdf, to know 
what it is in tins rcfpeft, we m aft know what 
fters it ierycs ; they are many, and of various caft'. 
and humours, and each one lends itfomcthing elf 
its own complexiOnal tint and chara£her^ ' ^ ' 
This, I fuppoie, may be the erfufe th#t there 
is a greater and more whimfical myltery in tb^ 
love of mcmey, than in the darkeft md moA nosaH^ 
fen Heal pioblem that ever was f»oi ed on. 

Even at tlic beft, atid when the palGott fbetn^ 
to feek nothing more than its own amtifcmenti 
there is little — very little, 1 fear, to be faid fOr 
its humanity. It may be a fport to thcittifer, but 
conlid^r, it muit be death and deli rud ion to o* 
thers. The moment this fordid humour begiiMi 
to govern — farewell all hoiiefl: and ir?. rural afte^lv- 
ons ! farewell all he owes to patents, to childienj 
to friends ! — ^Itow fait the obligations vaniftv! fee l' 
— lie is now llrippcd of all feelings whatever ‘‘ 
the flirill cry of Jiiltice, and the low lamentati- 
on of humble di ft refs, are notes equally beyond 
his compafs. E-ternaJ God ! fee !— he pafles by 
one whom thou had juft bruifed, without one pen** 
frve relh dkni *, he^ enters the cabin of the wi** 
dow^ whole* hulband and child thou haft taken to 
thyfelf, exafls his bond, without a ligh! Heaven ! 
if 1 am to be tempted, — let it be by glory, by 
ambition, by fomc generous and manly vice : 



^ R MSL 

fiAV^kt k %ii bf 

liibti "Haft lx^ic]| &att^»0t 

itit' me vo&m 

aiia ictm thee. 

' Jfe wovildl be &a£f add tfeeisiwiimoft «»«* 

ji^Wta #bkh mafon 0#eea n^ainft cfaia vice ; but 
they ttc fi) well underflood^; boefa ifr mattet amdb 
Jbfirty^it it iieedicfs. 

I ihigl^ cite to you what Seneca^ fay^^fioit 
but the mtefortiine is^ that ait the tame time he 
l&^s writing ag?.«nlt tiches^ be was cyajoyitig 
great eftate, and ui'mg every means to make that 
Slate ftill fffcater. 

liyith mlnite pleafiire might a* preadkr fiSrich* 
his difcoarle in this piace^ by weaving into it ali 
thd finart things, which andem or modern* wits 
Kaye faid upon the love of money he might 
inform yott^. 

— — That Poverty wants fome 4hing8-*^that 
^ covelcmftiefs wanteth alk’^ 

^ That a milcr can only be faid to have riches^ 
as a lick man has a fever, which bolds and ty-* 
tannizes over the man— not he over iu” 

^ That covetoufoefe is the fiiin of the foul,~ 
^ the laft vice it parts with.?’ 

** That nature is content u ith few things,-— 
•* Or that nature is never fatisfied at all,^ tsTr.?' 

The rcflcQiion of our Saviour, That the itfi 
^ man CQnftfieth not in the ahtmdance of the things 
whith he pojfeffeth^ fpeaks more to the heart- — 
and the foi^e hint of the Camely and what^ very 
narrow parage he has to go, has more coercion' 
in it, than allthefee^luws ot pbilofo^ihy. 

i flialiendeavour therefore to draw fetch other re- 
flexions from this piece of facred ftory, as ace appli- 
fahk to. hoiuan life; and^more likely to be of ufo* 

Xher«. 



^ Tfcfire i# t.notjbiitgf^€itUy, in-wh^ 
pij@tcf$ , ao&d honou^r arc iie^ir4y^xoi|cjTn^^ 

in Jo^miiag true I3oti0»i3;.b^,t4o|i/^ 
things; for in propoition: 

tltem^ w approve cmrWve^^ to the. 

we govern wfelvc^ J>y fuch jodgincnt^^ fo 
c^ire our pence and wellbeing in pafling thtWgfe 
it : the falfc ileps and miscarriages ia life, 
from t.clcfc^l m capital point, are fom^y s^d 
fata], that there can be nothing more in&rpaiypj 
than an iiwjuif y into the caufes of this perveifib% 
which often appea^rs fo very gr^fs in us, that 
you to take a view of the world, fee what notion;^ 
k entertains, and by what coafiderationf it k;go- 

verned, you would fay of the rniAakes erf 

man judgment, what the prophet does of^ th^lS^iir, 
ly of human adUonSy— 

evlly hut to judge rightly ^ had no underjl^ni^g^ 

That ur many dark and abitra^c^ tjueSlipfis of 
mere fpeculation, we thou, Id err — is noti^trange r 
we- live amongft mykeries amd riddlqs,^ and alnioft 
every thmg which comes in our wav, in pne light, 
or otlu'T, may be laid to bafile our underftuntU 
mg;"», y.'Jt llldom fo as to miflake in cxtrcmiue.s 
and t.^kc one contrary for. another \ ’tis VJ{?ry raf% 
for iniiance, that tve take ihe virtue of a piatit to 
be hot, wdien it is extrcmly cold, or, that we.iry 
the experiintiit of opium to kcep ^uts walahg ; 
ytt, this wc are coniinuaby attempting in ,tbg 
condutf Of lifci as well as in the giear cnefc and 
nieaiures of it. Tiiat fuch wTung dct^rni mat 
'm iis, do not arife from any dofeiLt of 
inevitably viufleading. ^ — would, reflect, dif- 

honour upon Goi> ; if he had n:^de «tud fent 
ir.eti ! iiitx) llie \voil 4 on-piu'pph? to play ittc; lc>q|i 
His iill-bountiful hajtjcij J«adc his 

' - Ills 
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I^H .i»l»»Off ?({.*»*§ 

gacttjr in omcr tnings, atmndantly connrt)i>.i$!: 
^, ,a« iU^&UKjin ,copfc.w»;fup|)flkfitifn, 

tliCTC. is. a f^E*tf 
Qr ,oth«, .hui^ nji^ 

’llWbY turnspit aod . , 

^ i^aV this is, if we dp not care, tp ^rch for 
hv in ,purfpl:v,es,! vre fliaH find it rcgiftered. in tjiis 
ao 4 we fiepejaafc 
j^^toenu whatCTer,: In.fnppjslaiB; 
ewes as this, that the fame explanatitni ini^ $e; 
Bvcn trf It, wjhich is gircii in the tex^, namelpj, 
tpSt it is fiiine felfilh confidcration-r^Mne fecrct 
dirt jr engageipent with fonae littk appct^ whi^h 
dties u6 ^ much diihpnoun , ^ ^ >, 

The ju^fmcnts pf the ronre.difintcrEfle!4 anil, 
^partial pr receive no fitoaU tai^lar<.frpin. 
ohr affe£iions : we generally coQfult;.t^in!uii§it- 
dou^tful ppints, and it happens,ic^ilf tbermt- 
tct in <)ueft]|oh is not almoft fintled, |ieifpre4hc 
afoitrator is called iH(:p the diehate; ontht**'®' 
more flagrant inflances, where the pafiions.159- 
vem the. whole man, ’tis melancholy to, fcf the 
«^ 5 ee' to, which reafon, the great prerogative jpfi 
bis hatnfe, is, reduced; ferving.the lower, ap-;,. 
peti^ iri the difhoneft drudgery of finding out ,»r-i 
gwIoSfeats to jwftify the prcfcnt purfuLt. r. J 

T^njud^ rightly pf our own worth, we lhiiukl 
retitc‘> little from the world, to fee all itsplca- 
I«ins too, in their proper fi^e apd, 
dnKwfipSsj, thiSi no doM^, was the, feafon 
I^ul, ’’when he intended to convert Felix, .began 
hi» difeOtt^fe upon t^ day of j.udgmqmt, nn purr, 
pofe to tahe the h«rt ofi! from dus wprld and its " 
Wjhich i^lhhitoiu tie unda^anding,, fo, , 



• S'W % a 6 M - My 

as A?h 

'■' •■' ■■-'■■ ■ -' VvV \t 

ybtir, 

you will find wltcr^* tHe etil li^ Vni^ }^S, 
tlitofc defpcrate opinions, Wfticn ^ 
fo long divided tJ^'CliJ?5ftiaii 
Ilkfely to dWdc it for ercr. * 

tohfider popery well ; you will be 
tlrtit tWetfiicft definition which cart be given l&f'iL 
it a pccuniaty well corttriyeu^ 

td bpet^tcr tiport mens paffions ^artd we|ilcucf£'^ 
whilft their pockets arc o*picking : ruti throi^fij 
all the points of diflFcrcnce between us,— and ’ 
when ybtt fee, that in every one of thettif 
ferve tne fame end which Felix had in vievir,, 
ther of ^moncy' ot power, there is Httfe i*6oirt 
to doubt whence the cloud arifes, which is fpreall^' 
ottr the underftanding. , 

If this' rCaforiing is cbncltifivc with regarn to 
thofe who merely differ from us in irefigion, let 
us try if it Will not hold good wdth regard to 
thbfe who have nortc at all, or rather, who 
aficfl to treat all perfuafions of it, with ridicule 
alike. Thanks to goewi fenfe, good manners,, 
and a more enlarged knowledge, this humour; is i, 
goihg down, and Teems to be lettlirtg at preft^ ' 
chiefly amongft the inferior claflTes of people*^' 
where it is likely to reft : as for the lowf0 iriutksj 
^ tho’ they are apt enough to follow the modes of. 

^ their betters, yet arc not likely to he ftr^ck yidti^ 
thi^^one, of making merry with that wpehti^ 
their confolatibn j mey arc too ferious a fdt ol" 
poor peopkj'^ever heartily to enter ifito It. — ,, 

■ There is enough, however, bf it in die vrorld, 
to fay, that this all-facred fyftcm, which h^lds ^ 
tlltc world in harmony and peace, is tub blfien 
the firit objeO:, that the giddy and inconfide- 

..rate 



58«’ SERMON XIX. 
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rate make choice of to try the temper of their 
wits vpon. Now, of the numbers M-^ho roafce 
this experiment, do you believe that one in a 
thoufand does it from conviction, or from ar- 
,giimcnts which a courfe of ftiidy, much coo! 
rcafotiing,. and a fober inquiry into antiquity, 
and the true merits of the queftion, has fiirnilhed 

with ? ^The years and way of life of the 

moft forward of thefe, lead tis to a different ex- 
planation* , 

Religion, which lays fo many reftraints upon 
us, is a troublefome companion to thofe who will 
lay no reftraints upon themfelves ; and for this 
reafon, there is nothing more common to beob* 
ferved, than that the little arguments and cavils, 
which fuch men have gathered up againfl: it, in 
'^hc early part of their lives, how confiderahle 
foever they may have appeared, when viewed 
through their pauions and prejudices, which give 
an unnatural turn to all objefts ; yet, when the 
edge of appetite has been worn down, and the 
heat of the purfuit pretty well over, and reafon 
and judgment have got pofleffion of their em- 
pire — 

They feldom fail of bringing the loft fliecp 

back to his fold. 

May God bring us all there. Amefu 
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jiml ffot many days after ^ the punier foft g(iih0'id 
nil he had together^ artd took his journey inio af^f 
country,-^ 


I KNOW not whether the remark is to o»r 
honour or otherwife, that Icffons of wifiiom 
have never fuch power over us, as ^hen they a)[e 
wiought into the heart, through the ground-* 
work of a llory which engages, the paffions : Is it 
that wc aic like iron, and mult fir ft be* heated 
before we can be wrought upon i or. Is the heart 
fo m love with deceit, that where a true rcMit 
will not reach it, wc muft cheat it with a fjubk| 
prdcr to come at ti uth ? 

\V;h^ejthcr this panblc of the prodigal (for fo il 
is ufiially called) is really fuch, or built uj>on 
folfre ftory known at That time in Jeruf^leni, i$ 
not najich to the purpofe •, it is given us to en*. 
large upon, and turn to the bell moial account 
we can, 

B b z A certain 



, A certain man, lays onr Sjtviouw, had two 
fom^t and the younger of them faidt to his. fa- 
*^*thcr. Give me the portion of goods "^^hich falls 
to me ; and he divided unto thewhis fubfta^ice. 
And not many d 4 ys after, the younger fon ga-‘ 
thertj^i all together ajjd todi; Ins journey into a 
i far ^q-untry, and there walled his fdMance with 
riotous living.’’ 

The account is fliort : the int(;relling and pa- 
, thCstick pall ages with which fujch k tranfiiftion 
would bC' nec^ffarily connc^led, ?ire left to be 

fuppjicd by the heart ; the ftory is hlent ^but 

nature i$ not : much kind advice, and many a 
vfendcr cxpoftulatlon vroiild fall from the father’s 
fapa, no doubt, upon this cccaf.on. 

flc w-otild diiTuadc his fon from the folly of fo 
ip.ftt .m eiuerprize, by Ihcvving him the dangers 
of the journey, the inexperience of his age, 
the hr47.arils his life, his foruu}C, his virtue would 
H'H, v/ltliou!: a guide, without a friend : he 
v/or.ivl tcli hiirs of the many fnares and tempta- 
, lions whitli he had to avoid, or encounter at eve- 


ry Hep, the pleafures which would foiicit him in 
every luxurious court, the little knowledge he 
- could gahi-^exccpt that of evil : he ^^'ould fpeak 
the iVd!i£ljonf> of women, their cliarms, their 
poifons; what hdpkis indulgcncies he might give 
way to, ’ivhen far from, rcltraint, and the check of 
.giving his father pain. 

, . d'he difiuafive would but inflame his defire*^ ^ ‘ 

He gathers all together.-*— - J' 

•— — I fee the piiffurc of his departure ;~~thc 
camels and ailcs loaden with his fuWUncc, de- 
tached on one fide of the piece, and alre|dy -w 
their way ; the prodigal fon Handing on tlp foi'e- 
r ground, wdtb a. forced fedatend's, Itrnggling again fl 

the 
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tJic flaring moycm«at joy, upon his 
ance/w^ rcftraiint : the elder’ brother holding nis 
hirfdi as if.wmvHling to Tet it go :~the father^ 
fad moment ! with a fim loot, coVering a pro^c* 
^tickfentim^t^^^ that aU would not go wet! with 
^ h» child, embrace faim» and 
bid him adieu# Foof iilconBdcratc youth ! From 
whofc arms'Urtthou flying? From what a flieltcf 
art thou going forth into the ftorm ? Art thou wea-^ 
ry of a tathcr^a affeftion, of a father's care ? or, 
Hopeft th<m to find a warmer intcreft, a truer oouik 
fellor, or a kinder friend, in a land of ftrangers, 
where yodth is made a prey, and fomany thoufatids 
are confederated to deceive them, and live by their 
fpoils ? 

Wc will feck no further thao this idea, for the 
e3rt.ravagancie8 by which the prodigal fon a<|ded 
one unhappy eatample to the number; his foitijne 
wafted, the fblloweisof it fled in courfe, the wants 
of nature remain ,-^the hand of Oon gone forth 
againft him,-— Forni^hen he hnd jpentml^ a mighty 
famine arofe in^ that rJww/ry,’'-— rHeaven ! have pity 
upon the youth, for he is in hunjger and diftrefs, 
ftrayed out of the teach of a parent, who counts e- 
very hour of his abfence with angilifti, cut off ^rom 
all his tender offices, by his folly, and from relief and 
charity from others, by the calamity of the times. 

Nothing fo powerfully calls home the mind aS 
diftrefs : the tenfe fibre then reliaxcs, the foul re- 
tires to itfelf, fits penfive and fufccptibfe of right 
jnjpreffions: if^ we have a friend, 'tis foen we 
of him if a benefaftor, at that moment' 
alThis kindnefles prefe 'upon our mind. Gracious 
Goo f b it n6t for this, that they 
who^ their profperity forget thee, do yet remem- 
ber and return to thee in the hour of their forrd'w ? 

Bb 3 - ' WheJT. 







liear^t is itj Ifeavificfs, upoti cm 
w think b^t who,biwe|l om nece0iti^V',a£iatr 
cS^ pixtt^ ali our tears in my bottle, fe^eft every 
caMul thought, hearett every figb ai|3 rnclam- 
i'holy groan we utter- ■ / 

Strange ! that wc {WuW jg^f begin to think 

of Goo vvith comfort, when with joy and com- 
fort WjC can think of nothing elfe. 

Man furely is a compound of riddjes and con-t 
tradidions ; by the law of his nati^^, he avoids 
pain,. and yet,' unkfs he fuffers m thejiefiy nvill 
mi ceafe fro7n Jift^ tho* it is lure to bring* pain and 
mifery iipon hts head for ever. 

Wnilit all went plcafurably on with the prodi- 
gal^ we hear not . one M^ord concerning his 
father, no pang of remorfe for the fufFerings in 
which he bad left him, or refolution of returning, 
to make up the account of his folly: his firft hour 
of diftrefs^feemed to be ht$ fiift hour of wifdomr. 

^iVhen he came to himfelfy he faid. How many 

hind fer^mriti of my father ha*iie bread etioagh and 

to fpan^ whiff t perfh 

Of ail the terrors qf nature, that of one day or 
, another dying by hunger, is the greatcll^ and it is, 
wifely wove info our frame, to awaken man to in- 
duftry, and call forth bis talents ; and tho’ we 
feem to go on careleily, fporting with it as we do 

with other terrors yet, he that fees Ehi^s enemy 

fairly, and in his moil frightful lhape, will need 
no long' rcmonftrancc, to make him turn out of 
the way to avoid him. ^ ^ 

It was the cafe of the prodigal — he arofe 1:9 
unto his father. — ^ “ ... 


-—Alas ! how fhrill he tell his ftory ? Ye .wlftf, 
have trod this round, tell me in what words he 
ihall give in to his father the fad Items of his ex-' 
.^''isravaganve and folly ? ^ 



^lic fcrafts Mid banc^ets whi^b he g^*itoi 
whol^afeit^s in the eaft, the coft^ of AS^itic rzr 
ritiid, and of Afiatie cooks to drefs them, ihift 
fc cxpences of Tinging men and Tinging women,. 
\he-flute, theliicrp, the fackbut, and of all kinds 
of mu/ick — the ^v%of the ^^erTian courts, hoir 
magnificent [ their flaves, how nu|n<itous ! their 
chariots, thei?horfes, their palaces, their furni- 
ture, , what iramenfe fums they had devoured ! 
what cxpefiatkms frona ftrangers of condition ! 
vvhat exaftibns ! 

How fliall the youth make his father compre-, 
bend, that he was cheated at Damafeus by one 
of the beii men in the world j that he had lent a* 
part of his fubfiance to a friend at Nineveh, w^ho 
had fled oif with it to the Ganges } that a whore 
of Babylon lud fwallowed his boll pearl, and ^ 
nointed the whole city with his balra of Gilesld 5 
that be had been fold by a man of honour for 
twenty fliekcls of Tilver, to a worker in graven 
images; that the images he had purchafed had 
profited him nothing ; that they could not he 
tranfported acrofs the wdidernefs, ’^nd had been 
burnt wdth fire at Shufan ; that apes * and 
peacocks, which he had fent for from Tarfis, 
lay dead upon bis hands ; and that the mummies 
had not been dead long enough which had been 
brought him out of Egypt: that all had gone 
w rong, fince the day he forfook his father’s houfe, 

Leave the Itory^ — — it will be told more 

Goqcjifely, When he urns yet afar ojfj his fa^ 

ther%fmv him. Compaflion told it in three 

W^ordSF— Ac f(Jl upon his neck and hjfed him. 

Great 

^ Vide 2 Chronicles k. 2n 
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yCJiSafe i$ the power of ek^uence ; but-qever is 
it &i great as when it pleads lalong with dttnit, 
^iMl tufe culprit is a child ftrayed from his diHt jr, 
and returned to ir again with tears : .Csefuifts may 
iettlc the point as they will : J^trt what eb^ald ^ 
parent fee more in*ttic accountT^han the nal^ral 
tme, of an ingenuous heatt too ^^gpen for the 
worlds fmitteni with ftrong fenfation$ of plcafaresj 
and faffered to fally forth unarmM into the midft 
of enemies ftronger than himfelf 

Generofity forrows as much for the over- 
matched, as pity herfelf does. 

The idea of a fon fo ruined, would double the 
father^s careffes j every effufion of his tendernefs 

would add bitternefs to his fon^s remorfe,- 

Gracious heaven ! what a father have I render- 
** ed miferable I” 

jind he fald^ I have finned ngainfi heaven^ and m 
thyfighty and am no mere worthy to be called thy fon. 

^ hut the father faid^ Bring forth the hejl robe. 

O ye affcQ:ions ! how fondly do you play at 
crofs-purpofes with each other ?— -^fis the na- 
tural dialogue of true tranfport : joy is not me- 
thodical ; where an offender, beloved, over- 
charges itfelf in the offence, — — words are too 
cold ; and a conciliated heart replies by tokens of 
efteem. 

And be faid unto his fervants^ Bring forth the 
hefi rohe^ and put it on him ; and put a ring on his 
hand, and Jhoes on his feet, and bring hither the fain- 
ted calf, and let us eat and drink and be merry. ^ ^ , 
When the affc£f ions fo kindly break loofe^]fjoy 
is another name for Rdigion, 

We look up as we tafte it : the cold v?^Epick 
without,^ when he hears the dancing and the mu- 

fick„ 



fick,,ni:iy afe fuHenly^ (with the elder l>mlh?r) 
What it, mpans? and refufe to enter: bbt the 
humane and compaflionatc all fly impetuouflf to 
\ the banquet/ given for a fon *ivhf*ivas dead and b 
* alive again.^ — whd was hjl ajifl h found. Gentle 
fpuits, light up the payilion with a facred fire; 
;md parental ijpvjk.and filial piety, lead iti the mafic 
with riot and, wfid feftivity I Was it not for thiv, 
that God gay^. man nnifick to (hike uport the 
kindly palTions — that nature taught the feet to 
dance to Its movements, and, as chief gavemefs 
of the feafl, poured forth wine into the gbhler, to 
crown it vriih gladnefs ? 

The intention of this parable is fo clear from 
I he occafloii of it,, that it will not be necCflary to 
perplex it with any tedious explanation : it was 
designed by w^ay of indircfl remonflrance to the 
tSciioevS and Pnarifees, who animadverted uj>on 
our Saviour’s conda£l, for entering fo freely 
into conferences with finneis, in order to reclaim 
ihcim To that end, he propofes ^the parable of 
the riiephcrd, who left his ninety and nine fheep 
that were fafe in the fold, to go and feek for one. 
iheep that was gone allray, tellin^ithern in other 
places, that they who were whole, wanted not a 
}>hYrieian, — but they that were fick : and here, 
to carry on the fame lelTon, and to prove how 
acceptable fuch a recovery was to God, he relates 
this account of the prodigal fon, and his welcome 
reception. 

know not whether it would be a fubjefJ: of 
nnic4" rdific^aticn, to convince you here, that our 
BxjUpvMf by the prodigal fon, particulaily 
pointed at thbfe who \'ere fn/UTS of the Gentiles 
and were recovered by divine grace to rcpenfaiice ; 
—and that by the cider brother, he intended as .* 

manifeftly 
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ItalSiifcfHy tlie ittiire fri:h!i’'ar<i of the Jews, Vhp 
their eottvetfion, and thought it a kind of 
to ihfetr primogeniture, in being made fcl* 
tlw^heira with them of the promifes d? Goo^ 
'Thefc ufes have, been fo ably (ct forth, in ^ 
infany gtxjd fermons upon the prodigal fon, that 
I ftdl turn afide from them at j)tgfe?it, and con- 
ibat myfelf with fomc refleftions upon the fatal 
pWfion Vhtdi led him, and fo mtny thoufands 
after the example, td gather all ke had together ^ and 
iAe his jtumry iftto afar country 

The love of variety, or curio(5ty of feeing new 
things, which id the fame, or at Icaft a fifter jpof- 
fion to it, feems wove into the frame of every 
fon and daughter of Adam j we ufually fpeak of 
it as one of nature’s levities, tbo’ planted within 
us, for the folid purpofes of earrying forwards the 
mind to frefh inquiry and knowledge : ftrip us of 
it, the mind (I fear) would doze for evci over 
the prefent page : and w^e Ihould all of us reft at 
cafe with fuen objefts as prefented themfelves 
in the parifli or province where we firft drew our 
breath. 

It is tso this l^Jiir which is ever in our fides, that 
we owe the impatience of this defire for travelling : 
this^paffion is no W’^ay bad, but as others— — > 
in its mlfmatlagement or excefs : order it rightly, 
^:he advantages arc worth the purfuit 5 the chiel of 
which are— —to learn the languages, the laws 
and cuftoms, and underftand the government and 
intereft of other nations, to acquire an urbani- 
ty tad confidence of liehaviour, and fit the S'ind 
more cafily for converfation and difcourfciJr^o 
take us out of the company of out aunts and grand- 
mofhers, and from the track of nut fery miftakes^ 
aiwl'by^^ihewiiig m new objefits, or old ones in 

new 
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new lights torrform judgmep^--^*^^ ' 
jperpetuMwttie of nature,, 

it geod-fri^ (Metnng t'ke addrm 

meti, tb’' conceive vrhat is Jinctrt — guid W; fisciOjE 
' the differciice of ib inany ' various humows.imd 
manners — to look intp ouiTeIve§, 
own. ' I . '■ V • ■ 

This is foim^art of the cargo we oiig^ 
turn ivith; but the impulfe of feenig, 
iightSi augmented with that of ge^ng, eksrjr 
from all ledbns both of wifdom and P^roo( 
home — carries our youth too early out, to. turn 
this venture to much account ; on the contraryi) 
if the fceoe painted of the prodigal in his trai^s^; 
looks more, like a copy than an original, -r^riU/ 
it not be wdli if fuch an adyienturer, wttlit^, 

unpromifing a fetting out, witltout otrftvrsiy 

without compafs,— — be not caft awayifpr.erei»<4r * 
and may he not be faid to efcape well— ^ hpjre^j, 
turns to his counuy, only asnaked ashe 

• ' . ' ■ . . ' • ' i 

But you will fend an able pilot with your foh , 
— a fcholar. — ,, 

If wifdom can fpcak in no otherJangUMe.hut 
Greek or Latin, — ^you do well — or if matheaia^-^ 
ticks will make a man a gentleman, — or na^n^ 
philofophy but teacb him to make a l»w,— rd«e 

may be of fomc fervicc in introducing your 
into good focieties, and fupporting him in tlii^ 
when he has done : — ^but the upfhot will be 4 jei^*,, ,. 
rally this, that in the tnoft prelOng 
addrefs — ^if he is a mere man of re^ng, tWs 
happ^ youth'will have the tutor to canyfT-a^ .j 
not tutor to carry him. . ' 

Buf you will Hyoid this extreme { he lh4HiW,s 
efoorWd'by (^c who knows the worldj not inieifks,.,. 
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Ijr from books— but from his omi experience : 
-I — a pan who has been employeion fuch fer- 
viccs, and thrice made the toi/r of Europe^ with 
Jucccfs— ^ ‘ • 

— that is, wthpui breaking his own, or hiif 
pupiFs neck 5 — for if he is fuch as my eyes h$ve 
fecn ! fome broken Swifs valet ^ chambre y—tomt 
general undertaker, who will pe?rorm the journey 
in fo many months if God pekmit” — much 
knowledge w'ill not accrue; — fomeprofit at leaft — 
he w ill learn the amount to a halfpenny, of eve- 
ry ftage from Calais to Rome; he wdfl be carried 
to tlie beft inns, inftru£led where there is the 
beft wine, and fup a livie cheaper, than if the 
youth had been left to make the tour and the 
bargain liimfelf. Look at our governor ! I be- 
fecch you . — fee, he is an inch taller as he relates 
the advantages — 

— And here endeth his pride, his knowledge, 
and his ufe. 

But w^hen your fon gc,ts abroad, he will be ta- 
ken out of his hand, by his fociety wdth men of 
rank and letters, with whom he will pafs the 
greateft part^rff his time. 

Let me obferve, in the fiifl place, that com- 
pany which is really good, is very rare — and very 
}[jy : but you have furmounted this difficulty ; 
and procured him the beft letters of recommen- 
dati^U'to the moft eminent and refpeftable in c- 
very capital. 

And I anfwer, that he will obtain all by them, 
which courtefy ftricMy ftands obliged to pay on 
fuch occafions,— -but no more. ' V 

There is nothing in which we are To much de- 
ceked, as in the advantages propofed from our 
connections and difeourfe with the literati, &c. in 

foreign 



SERMON XX. . 3«t 

foreign parts ; cfpecially #f the experimcnf is made 
before we are matured by years or ftudy. 

Convcrfation isatraflick ; and if you e in fe wf 
it, without fomc (lock of knowledge, to balance 
the account perpetually betwixt you — the trade 
drops at once : and this k trhe reafon, how- 

ever it may be boafled to the contrary, why tra- 
vellers have /b' little (efpecially good) converfition 
vidth natives, owing to their fufpicion, or perhaps 
conviction, ^at there is nothing to be extracted 
from the converfation of young itinerants, worth 
the trouble of their bad-language, or the interrup*. 
tion of their vifits. 

'j’he pain on thefe occafions is ufu^jlly recipro- 
cal i the confcqucnce of which is, thial the dis- 
appointed youth feeks an eaficr fociety *, and as 
had company is always ready, and ever lying in 
wait, the career is foon finifhed j and the poor 
prodigal returns the fame object of pSty? with thr 
j^rodigal in the gofpcl. 
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Deuteronomy vi. 20, 21. 

/htd when thy fin ajketh thee in time to come^ 

Un^at mean the tejlimonies^ and the JlatuteSy and 
the judgments^ which the Lord oar God hath 
commanded you P then thou Jhnlt fay tstttif thy fin^ 
U’^e were Pharaoh^ s bondfmen in Egypt y and 
the Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty 
hand. 


T hese are the words which Mofes left as a 
(landing anfwci for the children of Ifrael to^ 
give their pollerity, who in time to come might 
become ignorant or unmindful 0/ the many and 
great mercies which Cion had vouci ^rafed to their 
forefathers ; all which had terminated in that one, 
of thrir deliverance out of bondage. 

The’ they were dire^led to fpeak in thij. man- 
ner, each man to his fon, yet one cannot fiijipcfe, 
th^t the direction fhould be necelTary for the next 
geweration — for the children of ihofe who had 
beta eye-witnefles of God’s Providences it 
does not fetm likely, that any of them fliould ar- 
rive to that age of reafoning, which would put 
them upon afking the fuppofed qucflion, and not 
be, long bcforc-hand, indrutlcd in the anfwer. ^ 
C c 3 Every 
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%uQsy parent M^ould telf his child the hardftiips of 
captivity, and the amazing particulars of hisr 
: the ftory was fo uncomraonv fo full 
of isronder, and withal,, the recital of it would 
ever be a matter of. fuch tranfport, it could not 
poflibly be kept a fecrct : 4:he piety and gratitude 
of one generation would anticipate the curiofity 
of another ; their fons wouldJearnvKie flory with- 
their language* ^ 

This probably might be the cafe with the firft 
or fecond race of people, but in procefs of time, 
things might take a different turn : a long and 
npiliffus^bcd poflelfion of their liberties, might 
hhirit tbe^'Ienfe of thofe providences of God, 
Mdiiclv had procured them, and fet the remem- 
l>rarvcc of all his mercies, at too great a diftance^ 
from their hearts. After they had for fomc years 
been eafed of every real burden, an cxcefs of 
freedom might make them reitlefs under every 
iniHginary one^ and amongft others, that of their 
reJigion : from ihcnce they might feek occahon 
to inquire into the foundation and fitnefs of its, 
Ceremonies, its Itatutes, and its judgments. 

I'hcy inight aik, What meant fo many com- 
mAUdy in n.atters which to tliem appeared indif- 
ferent in their own natures ? What policy in or- 
(lainiug them ? and, What obligation could there 
ly upon reafonable creatures, to comply with a 
multitude of fuch unaccountable injunctions, fo 
worthy the vi’ifdom of God ? 
i,fcrcauer, polTibly, they might go further 
lengths; and tho’ their natural bent was general- 
ly towards fiiperiiitipn, yet fome adventurers, as 
is, ever the cafe, might ftecr for the oppoibe 
coafl:,' and as they advanced, might difeover that 
all religions, of what denominations or com-^ 

plexions 
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l^exioTts foever, were alike. Tiiat tfie rdigioil of' 
ti>eir own country itt paitktilar^ was a co^^rivalvcw 
of the Priefts and Lcvites j a phantom dr^ed war 
in a terrifying garb of their own making, to keep 
weak minds in fear: that its rites and ceremo- 
nies, and numberlefs injunftions, were fo many- 
different wheels in th^ame political engine^ put 
doubt^o aiwufe the ignorant, and keep 
in fuch^ flate of darknefe, as cleapkaJ jng^ 
gling requires. 

That as for the moral part of it, — ^tho^ it wait 
unexceptionable in itfelf, yet it was a piece of in- 
telligence they did not ftand m wanto^ men* 
had natural reafcMi always to have fotflid it out,, 
and wifdom to have praftifed it, without Mofes's 
affiftance. 

Nay, poffibly, iu procefs of time, they might 
arrive at greater improvement? in religious con- 
troverfy ; — when they had given their lylicm of 
infidelity all the ftrength it could admit of from 
rcafon, they might begin to embeiiifh it with 
fome more fprightly conceits and 'turns of ridi- 
cule. 

Some wanton Ifraelite, w^ben he had eaten and' 
was full, might give free fcope and indulgence 
to this talent : as arguments and fober reafon- 
ing failed, he might turn the edge of his wit a- 
gainft types and fymbols, and treat all the myfte- 
rit's of his religihn, and every thii>g that could 
be f.iid upon lo ferious a fubje£b, with raiHery and 
mirth : he might give vent to a world of plealin- 
trv upon many lacred paffages of his law : he 
might bantftr the golden calf, or the brazen fer- 
pewt with great courage, — and confound himfelf in 
the difirinc lions of clean and unclean beads, by 
the defperatc iaJiies of hi& wit agaiuft them« 


He 
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fie cottld but poffib^y take one ftep further 5 
when tl;ie land which flpwed with milk and honey 
had' ^kc warn out the impreflions of his yoke, 
and blefllngs began to multiply upon' his hands, 
he might draw this curious conclufion, that there 
was no Being who was tjie author and beftower 
of them> — but that it was tieir own arm, and the 
raightinefs of Ifraclitifh ftrbsigth wfcich had put 
them, and kept them in polfcflio^ of fo much 
happinefs. 

O Mofes ! how would thy meek and patient 
fpirit have been put to the torture by fuch a re- 
turn? bf a propcnfity towards fuperftition in the 
lfraelites,"^ttid once betray thee into an eiceis of 
anger, that thou threweft the two tables out of 
thy hands, which God had wrote, and carclcfsly 
hazardedft the whole treafure of the world, — — . 
with what indignation and honeft anguifh would ft 
thou have heard the fcoffings of thofe who denied 
the hand which brought them forth, and faid. 
Who is God, that we fhould obey his voice? 
With w'hat force and vivacity wouldft thou have 
.reproached them with the hiftory of their own 
nation: thatjf too free an enjoyment of God's 
bleffings, had made them forget to look back- 
wards, it was neceflary to remind them, that their 
forefathers were Pharaoh's bondfmen in Egypt, 
wkheut profpe(3: of deliverance; that the chains 
of their captivity had been f xed ^nd rivefrted by 
a fucceffion of four hundred and thirty years, 
without the interruption of one flruggle for their 
liberty: That after the expiration of that hope- 
ful period, when no natural means favoured the 
event, they were fnatrhed, almoft a'gainft their 
own wills, out of the hands of their oppreflbrs, 
*and led through an ocean ol dangers, to the pof- 

Icffion 



feHx0n of a hnd of pknty: that this change In 
their affairs* was not the produce of chance <}r 
fortune, or was it projc£led; or executed 6 y toy 
achievement* or plan of human device^ vrium 
might foon again be defeated Ijy fuperior ftmigtb 
or policy from without^ of from force or acci* 
dents from within, fron/change of circumftances, „ 
humours and men* all whidi generally- 

had a fway in-'^he rife and fall of kingdoms,**-' 
but that all was brought about by the power and 
goodnefs of God, who faw and pitied the af- 
didions of a diftrefled people, and by a chain of 
great and mighty deliverances, fet them f^froiia 
the yoke of oppreffion. 

That iince that miraculocis efcape,. a fories of 
fucceffes, not to be accounted for by fecond caufes^ 
and the natural courfe of events, had demonftra- 
ted not only G o d’s providence in general, but 
his particular providence and attachment to them; 
that nations, greater and mightier than they, were 
driven out before them, and their lartds given to 
them for an evcrlaftmg pofTellion, “ 

This was what they Oiould teach their childncn^ 
and their children’s children after -them. — ^Happy 
generations, for whom fo joyful a leflon was^e- 
pared! happy indeed! bad ye at all times knownt 
ro have made the ufe of it, which Mofes contmu-* 
ally exhorted,—^ drawing nigh unto God^ mdtk 
all your hearts^ who bad been fo nigb unU ym^ 

And here let us drop the argument, as it re- 
fpe^ the Jews, and for a moment turn it towaoia 
ourfelves: the prefent occafion, and the recolleii*** 
on which is*natural upon it, of the many other 
parts of this complicated blel&ng vouchfafed to 
us, hnee we became a nation, making it bard to 
defift fr 4 ?m an application* 

I begin 
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with th© ftrft ill order of timc^, as wc3f 

thof^iseateft of national deliverances, dc- 
livetances from daf knefs and idolatry, by the con-i 
y^yance of the light which Chriftiafiity brought 
with it;into Britain;^ fo eariy as in the life-time of 
the apoftlcs thejnfelves,-^r, at furtheft, not many 
yoars^ after ifcheir death. 

• Tho’ this rtiight feem asycffingtconveyed and 
oflTered to us in common with oth^r parts of the 
world, yet when you refleii upon this as a re- 
mote corner of the earth in refpefit to Judea ; 
its fituation and inacceffiblenefs as an ifland •, the 
little t?:vjit was then known of navigation, or car- 
ried on uf commerce; the large traft of land 
which to this day remains unhallowed with the 
name of Christ, and almoft in the neighbour- 
hood of where the firft glad tidings of him were 
founded one cannot but adore the goodnefs of 
God, and remark a more particular Providence 
in its conveyance and eftablifhment here, than 
amongftother nations upon tlie continent,— where, 
tho’ the oppofitions from error and prejudice were 
equal, it had not thefe natural impediments to 
encounter. 

Hiiloriaiis and ftatcfmen, who generally fearch 
every where for the caufes of events, but in the 
pleafure of Him who difpofes of them, may make 
different reflexions upon this. They may con- 
fidcr it as a matter incidental, brought to pafs by 
the fortnitous ambition, fuccefs and fcttlement of 
Romans here; it appearing that in Claudi- 
us^s reign, when Chriftianity bcg(|ri to got foot- 
ing in Rome, that near eighty thoufand of ,that " 
city and people were fixed in this ifland : as 
made a free communication betwixt the two pla- 
ceS| the way for the gofpcl was in courfe open. 
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^nd its tranfition from the one to the otfaerj 
r&J and eafy to be accounted for—aiid y€t,gricye#- 
tfielefs, providential. GO0 often fuftcrs to 
purAie the devices of our heartsi whilft he turns 
the courfe of them, like the rivers of waters, to 
bountiful purpofes. Thus, *lie might make thaju. 
purfuit of glory inhere!^ in the Romans, the en-^' 
gine to advance his Q^n, and eftablifli it here 
he might make the wickednefs of the earth to 
work his own rfghteoufncfs, by fufFering them to 
wander a while beyond their proper bounds, till 
his purpofes were fulfilled, ‘ and then put his h^k 
into theirnojlrilsi and lead thofe wild bcall^f prey 
back again into their own land. 

Next to this bleffing of the light of the gofpcl, 
we muft not forget that by which it was preierved 
from the danger of being totally fmothered and 
extinguiftied, by that vail fwarm of barbarous na- 
tions, which came down upon us from the north, 
and (hook the world like a tempefl \ changing 
names and cufloms, and language and govern- 
ment, and almoft the very face of nature wherc- 
cver they fixed. That our religion lliould be pre- 
f.rvcd at all, when every thing clfc leeined-to 
pcriili, which was capable of change,— oTjLlS^ A 
iliould not be hurt under that mighty weight^^ 
ruins, beyond the recovery of its former beauty 
and ftreiigth, — the whole can be aferibed to no 
caufe fo likely as this, That the fame power of 
God which fent it forth, was prefent tofupport it, 
when the whole frame of other things gave w^ays* 
Next in degree to this mercy of prefer ving 
JChriftianity from an utter extinction, we muft 
reckon that of being enabled to preferve, and free 
it from corruptions, which the nift of time, .the 
of men, axid the natural tendency of all 

things 
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Ifiings i3a degcncfacyr which are tmftcd to iHercif 
Ii»d fjpm time to time ititfoduced into it-. , 

Since the day in which this rc&jr^atipn was Ik}- 
gun, by haw many ftrange and critical turns has 
it bwn perfcftcd i^nd handed down, if not entMy 
y fAthiut jpQt or fwrmiti* at leaft, without great 
< Watches or marks of aKyity. 

Even the blow which wna Mi|fer cd to fall upon 
it ihoftly after, in that p^|i^8||ere our hiflory 
looks fo unlike herfelf, iVHSp||aFy, by thee, 
and disfigured with blood^^HKne /efleft ufwi 
it, without adoring the fiplHl^ce of God, which 
fo fnatched thelwbf^ of perfecution out 

of herTtand, making her reign as Ihort as it was 
mercilcfs} 

If God then made us, as he did the Ifraelites, 
fuck honey out of the rock, and oil out of the 
flinty rock, how much more fignal was his mer- 
cy in giving them to us without monfy, without . 
price, in thofe good daysS which followed, when 
a long and a wife reign was as necelTary to build 
up our church, as a fliort one was before to fave 
it from ruins.— 

^ The blefling was neceflTary, 

, *an(i it was granted. 

*^<^0 0 having multiplied the years of that renown- 
ed princefs to an uncommon number, giving her 
time, as well as a heart, to fi« a wavering per- 
fecuted people, a/id fettle them upon fuch a foun- 
dation as mufl make them happy; the touch-ffonc 
•-by which they are to be tried, whom God has^ 
entrufted with the care of kingdoms. 

Bleffed be thy glorious name forever and eve.f, ' 
in making that teft fo much eafier for the Britifli,' 
than other princes of this earth; whofe fufijefts, ^ 
whatever other changes they,„have felt,, have fel- 
dom happened upon that of changing their mifery, 

and 
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ifii»4Q4>/feared^ arc ne^r likdfi 
rthey aa^c: kcpt in cliains of , 

, nje&,--?~^and chains of power, 

/ from both ihefe kinds dif evjls, which are al^dfL 
naturally conne^ed together^ how » prondtfnt^ 
was our efcape in the wceedin^ reign, wfien^R ^ 
.the choice blood waj^efpoke, ‘and prbparitidi^ 
made to offe^jt up at pne facrifecC \ 

'• I would nbtiintermix the horrors of that Miclt 
projected feilival, with the glories of this j or n&tfnc 
the forrqws of the next reign, which fended i#thc 
fubverfion of our conflitution, was it not n^effar? . 
to purfue the thread of our deliveninc/!;.4hrbngh 
thofe times, and remark how nigh God^s Provi- 
dence was to us in them both, byprotcfling us ; 
from the one, in as fignal a manner as he reftored 
us from the other. 

Indeed, the latter of them might have been a 
joylefs matter of remembrance to us at this day, 
had it not been confirmed a bkfling, by a fuc^^ 
ceeding efcape, which fealed and conveyed it fafe 
down to us : whether it was to coi re6l an undue 

^ of former bleflings, or tq teach us to rc- 

fle6l upon the number and value of iby 

threatening as with the deprivation of theui,, ^ 
we were fufFered, however, to approach the, y\ 
of a precipice, where, if God had not ralfed u^^‘ 

deliverer to lead us back all had been loft f 

the arts of Jefiiitry had decoyed us forwards, or 
if that had failed, we had been pufhed down by 
open force, and our deftrufrion had been idM- 
table. • 

The good confequences of that deliverance arc ^ 
fuch, that it feemed as if God had fuflfefcd our 
waters, like thofe of Bethefda, to be troilhtefl, to, 
make them afterwards more healing to us j fince 
VoL, IV. D d ^to 
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tii ^at day's we charge 

df every tUi^g ^rice, worth a free 

slivitig feir^ ' - >- ^ he revii^l of our liberty, 

'' Wi;th^;;juft'!rfghts:of our.^|^§^— ^and 
Ighis of bur {feeople,^^^ with 

haupy "'provifioSlir for their cohtiituancc, 
rctarnni(g thanks to God this 

5 | us do it, ’ I befecch you, in the way which 
" s wife men, by purfuing the infentious of 
tfliUgs, aud making a better ufc of them 
mr forefathers, who fometimes feemed to 

^ary of their own happinefs : ; ^let us 

i^i^er thank God for the good land which he has 
^yin iis 9 and when we begin to proiper in it, 
^d havc built goodly houfes, and dw’elt therein, 
'"‘rtiiA-ahd when our filver and our gold is multi- 
ped, and all that we have is multiplied, let the 
Inftances of our virtue and benevolence be multi- 
plied with them, that the great and mighty God, 
;who is righteous in all his ways, and holy in all 
dtili works, may in the lafl day of accounting with 
judge us worthy of the mercies w^e have re- 

are days fet apart to celebrate fuccelsful 
edirrcnccs, unlefs they influence a nation’s mo- 
— A fmful people never can be grateful to 
can they, properly fpeaking, be 

4jbp to their prince ; they cannot be grateful 

'^|^if:^hc one,— becaufe tbey live not under a fenfe 
r mercies^ n or can they be loyal to the 
becaufe they difengage the Providence of 
\^^pitQtn taking his part, — ^ — and then giving a 

3hi(gli t-o his adverfaries to be intraftable. 

f thfjrcforCj what was faid by fome one, 
every fm w^s »t treafon againft the foul, 

mav 
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may be applied here, -That every wieked^i3l?||||: 

is a traitor to his king and his coimtrj^ \ 
whatever flatefmcn may write of the caules 
rife and fall of nations \ for the contrary 
a good man will ever be foudd to be the 
triot and the beft fubj^ : and tbo- an indiyi3^i|| 
may fay, What can righteoufnefs profit 
tion or mex? it rf^y be anfwered, That 

fliould fiiiJ of A blefling here,- it will have^Oi^li 

advantage, at leafi, which is this, . , 

It will fave thy awn foul 5 which may ' 
grant. Amen. - 


END OF VOL. \IL 







